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JOURNALS 
f ’ \ 

O F 

CONGRESS. 

Monday, January i, 1776. 

A Letter from governor Trumbull) dated the Jan' lm 
twenty-third of December, being received, '*0~r**J 

was read. 

The Congrefs took into confideration the re¬ 
port of the committee on captain Selleck's petition, 
which was agreed to, as follows, 

That they have maturely confidered the pe¬ 
tition, and have examined captain Simeon Selleck 
particularly thereon, and are of opinion, that 
the petitioner be allowed, as a compenfatlon for 
his expences, trouble and rilk in taking the goods 
at Turtlebay, for the ufe of the United Colonies, 
the fum of 333 dollars and one-third*, and that 
the committee of Fairfield be directed to take into 
their poflfeffion, for the ufe of the laid Colonies, 
all the goods taken by captain Selleck, which are 

A not 
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not already delivered by him, and to fonvard 
the two boxes of faltpetre, now in captain Selleck's 
cuftody, to the powder-mill in JJlfter county, to 
be manufactured into gun-powder, for the Con¬ 
tinental fervice. 

The Congrefs taking into confederation the 
report of the committee on Lord Sterling's letters, 
after debate thereon, 

Refolvedy That it be recommitted. 

The Congrefs proceeded to the election of an 
adjutant for the battalion raifed in Pennfylvania, 
and the ballots being taken, and examined, 

John Patterfon was elected. 

Refolved, That the Prefident fign commiffions 
to the field-officers appointed by the Provincial 
Congrds of North Carolina, to command the two 
battalions, directed to be raifed in that colony 
by this Congrefs, and that fuch commiffions bear 
like date wuh thofe iffiued to-the faid officers by 
the faid Provincial Congrefs of North Carolina. 

Refolved, That, in cafe of vacancy occafioned 
by the death or removal of a colonel or inferior 
officer, the Provincial Convention of North Ca¬ 
rolina, or, in their recefs, the Provincial Council 
appoint another perfon to fill up fuch vacancy' 
until acommiffion ihall iffiiefrom this Conm-efs 
and that they return to this Congrefs a lift of 
the names of the perfons fo appointed. 

Tiie 
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The Delegates of New-York, having received 7**- *• 
new powers from their Convention, laid the fame 
before Congrefs, as follows, 

44 In Provincial Congress, New-York, 
December 21, 1775. 

“ Refolved, That the prefent Delegates of this 
colony in Continental Congrefs be requefted to 
make fuch an arrangement among themfelves, 
as that Five of them only continue at Congrefs, 
and reprefent this colony at any one time; and 
that in cafe of the neceffary abfence of any one 
or two of the Delegates fo attending, according 
to fuch arrangement, that Three or Four of 
them be a quorum, and enabled to reprefent the 
colony during fuch abfence, 

64 A true copy from the Minutes, 

John M‘Kesson, Secretary 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

The s day, J'amtary 2, 1776. 

The committee of claims reported, that there 
is due, 

To James Chambers, the fum of 25,8 dollars 
for his expences from Cambridge. 

To Judah Alden, 50 dollars, advanced on account 
of expences in attending the French gentlemen, 

fe- ~ J r • . * • f t '* 1 « _ . • 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 
A ? Refolved, 
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Jan. 2. Refolved, That general Schuyler be directed to 
have brigadier general Prefect, lately made pri- 
foner by the Continental forces in Canada, taken 
into cuftody, and him fafely and fecurely kept 
until the further orders of this Congrefs. 

Refolved, That a copy of the above be fent 
immediately to general Schuyler 5 and that the 
general be informed by letter of the reafons 
which induced the Congrefs to give fuch orders. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 
is due to Egbert Dumond, on account of expences 
in bringing the prifoners, taken at St. Johns, from 
Kingfion, in New-Tork government, to Lancafier, 
in P ennfylvania, the fum of 2326. 2 dollars. 

Ordered, That the fame be paid. 

The Congrefs took into confideration the re¬ 
port of the committee on the petition of captains 
Paddock and Coffin, and after debate, 

\ 
s* 

Refolved, 1'hat the prayer of faid petition be 
not granted. 

The committee on the ftate of New-Tork 
brought in their report, which was read. 

The report of captain Matte, with regard to 
the difpofition of the officers taken prifoners at 
St. Johns, was laid before Congrefs, and read. 

The committee, to whom the report on Lord 
Sterling s letters was recommitted, brought in 

their 
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their report, which being taken into conuoesa- 
tion, the Congrefs thereupon came to tlv~ 

2. 
i iv- <L 

lowing refolutions, 

Refolved, That the Prefident acquaint his lord- 
fiiip, that the Congrefs has provided agamft the 
inconvenience of vexatious arrefts ox tuc men 
inlifting in the Continental fervice. 

Refolved,, That the barracks in the colony of 
New-Jerfey be prepared for the reception of 
fuch of the battalions as may not be in read:- 
nels to proceed to New-2 ork, and tnat tne mi- 
nifterial troops or prifoners at prefent occupying 
them, be accommodated in the faid^colony, in 
fuch manner as the Committee ol Satety for raid 
colony ftiall think moft prudent and convenient# 

That Mr. Lowry, the commiffary, be directed 
to fupply the faid battalions with ftockings, and. 
that the Delegates for the colony of New-Jerfey 
tranfmit to Lord Sterling fix dozen printed copies 
of the articles of war. 

That the fame firewood, camp equipage and 
barrack utenfils be allowed to each of the New- 
Jerfey battalions as are allowed to the battalion 
railed in Pennfylvania. 

That the hundred ftand of arms fupplied by 
the colony of New-Tork tor the New-Jerfey bat¬ 
talions, be paid for by the Convention of New- 
Jerfey *, and that, in order to enable the faid Con¬ 
vention to make fuch payment, as well as to 
furnifn fuch of the men belonging to the laid 

battalions 
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*25- ^ yC; UnPr°vided’ with arms, the 
rn i r 'f r f *** dollars be advanced 
to the faid Convention ; and that the price of 
the arms be deduced out of the wages of the 
pm ates belonging to the faid battalions. 

Sterling- be dire£led to r«ze and 
ecure all the ammunition and warlike ftores be 

longing to tne enemy, which now are or here- 

~ftci ma7 bf imported into the colony of TVw- 
^5^, a"d ketT them till he fhall receive the 

t°her thh d §ffS refPe{ftinS : And fur- tnei that he do, from time to time, crivc n]c] .?nri 
protection to all the friends of AmeriTa, who mav 
be employed in importing into the laid colony 
ammunition, or other commodities not prof/ 

Congrels, ^ air°dation and Solves of this 

Whereas it has been reprefented to this Con- 
giefs, that divers honeft and well meanino- hut 
ill informed, people in thefe Colonies have by 
the art and add refs of minifterial agents, been 
deceived and drawn into erroneous opinions re- 
ipectmg the American caufe, and the probable 
iffue of the prefent contefh 

Refolved, That it be recommended to the dif¬ 
ferent Committees, and other friends to American 
libeity, in the faid Colonies, to treat all fuch 
perfons withkindnefs and attention; to confider 
them as the inhabitants of a country determined 
to be free, and to view their errors as proceed 
mg rather from want of information t£n want 
of virtue or public fpirit; to explain to them the 

origin. 
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origin, nature and extent of the prefent contro- 7^*^ 
verfy; to acquaint them with the fate oi the 
numerous petitions prefented to his majefty, as 
well by Afiemblies as Congrefifes, for reconci¬ 
liation and redrefs of grievances *, and that the 
laft from this Congrefs, humbly requefting the 
(ingle favour of being heard, like all the others, 
has proved unfuccefsful; to unfold to tnem the 
various arts of adminiftration to enfnare and en- 
(lave us, and the manner in which we have been 
cruelly driven to defend, by arms, thofe very 
rights, liberties and eftates, which we and our 
forefathers had fo long enjoyed unmolefted in 
the reigns of his prefent majefty’s predecefiors. 
And it is hereby recommended to all Conven¬ 
tions and Afiemblies in thefe Colonies liberally 
to diftribute among the people the proceedings 
of this and the former Congrefs, the late fpeeches 
of the great patriots in both houfes of parlia¬ 
ment relative to American grievances, and fuch 
other pamphlets and papers as tend to elucidate 
the merits of the American caufe, the Congrefs 
being fully perfuaded that the more our right 
to the enjoyment of our ancient liberty and pri¬ 
vileges is examined, the more juft and neceltary 
our prefent oppofition to minifterial tyranny 

will appear. 

And with refpedt to all fuch unworthy Amen 
cans as, regardlefs of their duty to their Creator, 
their country and their pofterity, have taken 
part with our opprefiors, and, influenced with 
the hope and poflfeffion of ignominious rewards, 
drive to recommend themfelves to the bounty 
of adminiftration, by mifreprefenting and tra¬ 

ducing 

w
 i"

 •
. 
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2‘ ducing the conduct and principles of the friends 
of American liberty, and oppofing every meafure 
formed tor its prefervation and fecurity. 

Refolded, That it be recommended to the dif¬ 
ferent Affemblies, Conventions and Committees 
or Councils of Safety in the United Colonies, 
by the molt fpeedy and effe&ual meafures to 
fruftrate the mifehievous machinations, and re¬ 
strain the wicked practices of thefe men: And 
it is the opinion of this Congrefs, that they ought 
to be difarmed, and the more dangerous among 
them either kept in fafe cuftody, or bound with 
fufficient fureties to their good behaviour. 

And in order that the faid Affemblies, Con¬ 
ventions, Committees or Councils of Safety may 
be enabled with greater eafe and facility to carry 
this refolution into execution, 
/ * q - y. ♦ 

Refohed, That they be authorized to call to 
their aid whatever Continental troops, ftationed 
in or near their refpebtive Colonies, may be con¬ 
veniently fpared from their more immediate 
dutyj and the commanding officers of fuch 
troops are hereby directed to afford the faid Af¬ 
femblies, Conventions, Committees or Councils 
of Safety all luch affiitance in executing this re¬ 
folution, as they may require, and which, con¬ 
fident with the good of the fervice, may be fup- 
piied. 

Refohed, That all detachments of Continental 
troops, which may be ordered on the bufinefs 
in the aforegoing refolution mentioned, be, while 

fo 
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fo employed, under the dlreftion and controul 1776. 
of the Affemblies, Conventions, Committees or 

Councils of Safety aforefaid. Jan' 

Refolved, That it be recommended to all the 
United Colonies to aid each other (on requeit 
from their refpedtive Affemblies, Conventions, 
Committees or Councils of Safety and County 
Committees) on every emergency, and to cul¬ 
tivate, cherilh and increafe the prefent happy 
and neceffary union by a continual intei change 

of mutual good offices. 

And whereas the execrable barbarity, with 
which this unhappy war has been conducted on 
the part of our enemies, fuch as burning our de- 
fencelefs towns and villages, expofing their in¬ 
habitants, without regard to fex or age, to all 
the miferies, which lofs of property, the rigour 
of the feafon and inhuman devaluation can m- 
flidt, exciting domeftic infurredtions and mur¬ 
ders, bribing favages to deiolate our frontiers,, 
and calling fuch of us, as the fortune of war 
has put in their power, into goals, there to 
languifh in irons and in want, compelling the 
inhabitants of Bojton, in violation of the treaty, 
to remain confined within the town, expofed to 
the infolence of the foldiery and other enormi¬ 
ties, at the mention of which decency and hu¬ 
manity will ever blufh, may juflly provoke the 
inhabitants of thefe Colonies to retaliate, 

Refolved, That it be recommended to them, 
to continue mindful that humanity ought to 

diftinguilh the brave, that cruelty ffiould find 
B no 
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Jit c"arel£f'“ an'“? “ {rce P^P'e. .="‘1 to take 
Jan. 2. fl-ni-sa, i ] “U Pa£e, ln 1 tbe ann£hs cf America be 

1 u d t 7 a reC!tal °f a"y adion which j11 ft ice 
o; chnUianity may condemn, and to reft allured 
n..t waenever retaliation may be neceflary, or 

tcnu to their fecunty, this Congrefs will under- 
take the difagreeable tafk. 

kefohed., rhat the Affemblies, Conventions 
or ommittees or Councils of Safety be re quelled 
forthwith, to tranfmit to this Congrefs, copies 
of all the petitions, memorials and remonftrances 

w :‘ch hfve been by the refpeftive Colonies 
prelen ted to the throne or either houfe of 
parliament, fince the year 1762, and that they 
aiio inform the Congrefs, whether any or what 
anlwers were given to them. 

Refolved. That Mr. Bartlett be appointed one 
of the Committee of Claims, in Z room of 
i,!1' Langdmi, and Mr. S. Adams, in the room of 
fur, Lajhing, who have leave of abfence. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, January 3, 1 yj6. 

A 'tn, fr“m S“fa! dated the 

lArtf ^ ™ ‘ dry papm encloM- 
l 

■ f, - V 

The Committee of Safety for Pennfylvania 

fienir'SfflrCC°nilriL'ndcd k!ndry gentlemen to be 
field-officers of tne four battalions ordered to be 

d in laitl colony, the Congrefs proceeded 
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to the ele&ion of colonels, and the ballots be- 1776. 
ing taken and examined, the following gentle- 
men were chofen, - JaiU 3; 

Arthur St Clair, Efq-, 
Shee, Efq-, 

Anthony W'aim, Efq-, 
Robert Magaw, Efq-, 

The Committee of Claims reported that there 
is due to captain EdwardMotie, for expences, Vc. 
in conducting the prifoners taken at 6Y. Johns, 
from King ft on i in the colony oi New-Ter to Lan- 
eafier, in Pennsylvania, a bailance 01367.7 dollars. 

To Robert Erwin, waggon-mader, for carriage 
of cloathing and medicines to JJobb’s ferry and 
to Cambridge, 222.6 dollars. 
f 

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid 

The Committee on the ftate of New-Tcrk 
brought in a farther report, which being taicen 
into conhderation, was agreed to, as follows. 

Whereas a majority of the inhabitants of 
Oueens county, in the colony or New-Torky 
being incapable of refolving to live and die free¬ 
men, and being more difpofed to quit their li¬ 
berties, than part with the little proportion of 
their property neceffary to defend them, have 
defer ted the American caufe by rending to fend 
Deputies as ulual to the Convention or that co¬ 
lony, and avowing by a public declaration an 
unmanly defign of remaining inactive fpe&ators 
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l]jf\ the prefent conteft, vainly flattering them- 
jan ves perhaps, that Ihould Providence declare 
" *3’ tor our enemies, they may purchafe their mo¬ 

ney and favour at aneafy rate^ and on the other 
hand, if the war Ihould terminate in favour of 
America Jlhat then tney may enjoy,without expence 
of blood or treafure, all the bleffings relultincr 
from that liberty which they, in the day of triaf 
had. abandoned, and in defence of which 
many of their more* virtuous neighbours and 
countrymen had nobly died: and although the 
want of public fpirit obfervable in thefe men 
rather excites pity than alarm, there being little 
danger to apprehend either from their prowefs or 
example, yet it being reafonable, that thofes 
who refufe to defend their country, fhould be 
excluded from its protedhon, and prevented from 
doing it injury, 

Z' / 

Refolyed, That ail fuch perfons in Queens county 
aioreiaid, as voted again!! fending Deputies to 
the prefent Convention of New-2rork, and named 
m a lift of delinquents in Queens county, publifti- 
ed by the Convention ofNew-Tork, be put out of 
the protedf ion of the United Colonies, and that all 
trade and intercourfe with them ceafe; that none 
of the inhabitants of that county be permitted to 
travel or abide in any part of thefe United Colo¬ 
nies, out of their faid county, without a certificate 
from the Convention or Committee of Safety of 
the colony of New-Tork, fetting forth, that fuch 
inhabitant is a friend to the American caufe, and 
not of the number of thofe,who voted gainft fend¬ 
ing Deputies to the fa.d Convention •, and that 
fuch of the faid inhabitants, as fliall be found, out 

of i 
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of the faid county without fuch certificate, be 17 7v-'- 
apprehended and'imprifoned three months. 

Refolved, That no attorney or lawyer ought 
to commence, profecute or defend any at.ion of 
law of any kind for any of the faid inhabitants 
of Queens county, who voted againft fending de¬ 
puties to the Convention as a! Orel aid and inch 
attorney or lawyer, as fliall contravene this re- 
folution, are enemies to the Anicvicci cauiw, and 
ought to be treated accordingly. 

Refolved, That the Convention or Committee 
of Safety of the colony of NeWrTork be requefted 
to continue publilhing for a month, in all 
their Gazettes or news-papers, the names or all 
fuch of the inhabitants of Queens county, as voted 
apairift fending Deputies •, and to give certifx- 

' cates, in the manner before recommended, to 
fuch other of the faid inhabitants, as are friends 
to American liberty. 

And it is recommended to all Conventions, 
Committees of Safety, and others, to be diligent 
in executing the above refolutions, 

Refolved, That colonel JSfcithciniel Hew)rd,oi 
Woodbridge, in the colony of New-Jcrfey, taking 
with him five or fix hundred minute-men, un¬ 
der difereet officers, do march to the weftein 
part of Queens county, and that colonel IVcitey- 
bury, of Stanford, in the colony oiConnetticut, with 
the like number of minute-men, march to the 
eaftern fide of faid county *, that they confer to¬ 
p-ether, and endeavour to enter the laid county 
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Iff PerUn6 da7’, tkrU JY pr°Ceed to difarm every 
Jan. 3, L j ■ "L ie (aid county, who voted againit 

caufe themetPUHier * *** ?d C°«vention? and 
cain. tnem to deliver up their arms and ammu- 

?‘?0“ 0n °adl’ and that they take and confine 
iniatectnmuy, till further orders, alliuchas re’ 
Hhu compliance. 

That they apprehend and fecure till funhPF 
orders, the perlons named as princinal mp 
among the difaffefted in the faid c-untv 

lummons for their appearance before the Con* 
vention of New-Tork, :iffued the f h 'f r 
for laft, viz - tne l2th of Secern- 

Of Jamaica town/hip, 
Capt. Benjamin Whitehead,\ 
Charles Arden, 
Jcfeph French, 

Johannes Polhemus. 

ewfown, 
Nathaniel Ado or y 
John Moor, fen. 
Samuel Hallety 

John Moor, jun. 
William Weymany 
John Shoalsy 

Jeromus Papal;e. 
Flufhinor, 

Willetl 

Hamftead, 
Juftice Gilbert Van Wycky 

Hamftead, 
KiJJaniy Efq; of 

Cowneck, 
Capt. Jacob Adotty 
Thomas Cornhilly of Rock- 

aivayy 

Gabriel G. LudloWy 

Pochard Hew let, 

Capt. Charles Hicks, 
Dodi. Samuel Martin 

J u i n ce Samuel Clowes. 

Oyfterbay, 
Juft ice Thomas Smithy of 

< Flog-IjJandy 
juilice Hewlety 

Capt. George Weeksy 

f^ocE David Brooksy 

Juft ice John Townjend 

and all fuch other perfons who lhall be found in 
arms, or who ftiall oppofe the carrying the above 
reloxutions into as the faid colonel Heard 

or 

w 
-— 

• .. - ' •• 

> • v : _ % 
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or colonel Waterbary may think prudent to cle- 1776. 

tain. 
Jan. 3. 

Refolved., That it be recommended to the faid 
colonel Heard and colonel Watcrbury, to execute 
the bufinefs, entrufted to them by the aforegoing 
refplutions, with all poffible dilpatch, fecrecy, 
order and humanity. 

Refolved, That the fum of 500 dollars be 
forthwith tranfmitted, with certified copies oi 
thefe refolutions, to each of them the faid colonel 
Heard and colonel Waterbary, and that they on 
their return report to this Congrefs a true ftate 
of their expenditure and proceedings. 

A letter from the Committee of Frederic, in 
Maryland, brought by the officer who had the 
charge of bringing down Connolly and his affo- 
ciates, was laid before Congrefs, and read. 

Refolved, That it be recommended to the 
Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania to carry 
into execution the refolution of Congrefs for 
confining faid Connolly and his afiociates in the 
goal of Philadelphia, and that they take their exa¬ 
mination. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. * 

Thursday, January 4, 1776. 

Refolved, That an additional battalion be raifed 
in the county of Cumberland, in the colony of 
Pennfylvania, to confift of the fame number of 

men 
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1776. men and officers, and to have the fame pay and 

PN allowance as the others railed in faid colony. 

Refolded, That one company of each of the 
hve batallions laft ordered to be raifed in Penn- 
jylvania, conlift of expert rifle-men. 

Refolded, Tnat^ it be recommended to the 

r ornmittee Safety of Pennfylvania to fee the 
loregoing refolutions carried into execution. 

Refolved, That in all elections of officers by 
ongi els, wnere more than one are elefted on the 

,ame day to commands of the fame rank, they 
lhall ta.ee ranx of each other according to their 
election, and the entry of their names in the 

minutes, and tne-ii commillions fha.ll be numbered 
to Ihew their priority. 

i he Congi efs then proceeded to the eleftion of 
other field-officers of the four battalions, order¬ 

ed to be raifed in Pennfylvania, and the ballots 
being taken and examined, the folio win o- gen_ 
tlemen were chofen, u & 

Lieutenant Colonels, 

Lambert Cadwallader, Efq; 
William Allen^ jun. Elq; 
Francis Johnfon, Efq; 
Jcfeph Penrofe, Efq; 

Majors, 

Jcfeph Wood,, Efq; 
George Nagle, E% 
Henry Bicker, Efq; 

Nicholas Hauficker, Efq; 

The 
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The Committee of Claims report that there 1776. 

To James Whitehead, for provifions for the pri- 
foners taken on board the Fehecca and Aiory, 

the fum of 64 dollars. 
To the Committee of New-Brunfwick, per account 

rendered, the fum of 214. 9 dollars, to be paid 
to William Living ft on, Efq; and by him for¬ 
warded to the faid Committee^ 

To Furman and Hunt, ot 'Trenton, for provilions, 
horfe hire, &c. the fum of 68. 2 dollars. 

To the Committee of Infpection and Obferva-* 
tion of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, 
for 187,046 flints, by them purchafed agree- 

. able to the order of Congrefs the fum ot 737 

dollars. , 
To fundry perfcns, per lift, for figning the Con¬ 

tinental bills of credit, the fum ot 1165.7 
dollars, and that an order be given to the 
trealurers for the payment ot the fame, agree¬ 

able to the faid lilt. 
To the Committee of Frederic-town, Maryland, 

for expences incurred by Connolly, Cameron 
and Smith, during their confinement, the fum 
of 74 dollars, and that the fame be paid to 
the Delegates of Maryland. 

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid ac¬ 

cordingly. 
V 

Refohed, That a commiflary be appointed to 
provide the three companies ordered to North¬ 
ampton, in Virginia, with rations while on their 
march, and during their ftay in that country. 

C That 
t. 
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7, 
deWH ?n appointment of faid commiffary be 7* aerei i ed till to-monow * 

an. 4. 

theTrepo^t>nr?ef? rc£umed.the confideration of 
vl i , *,the C°mmittee on the ftate of 

idcw-2 OTfi y whereupon 

Refohed, That the fame be poftponed till to- 

bedefiV|vd^nd Ciie DeleSates of New-York 
be oefired toiequeft the attendance of the o-entle 

‘X‘ymtCo"grcfs by Convention S'tfcdr 

Jhe Committee appointed to confider what 

prifoners? brl^ Wh° 

»£'.bc 'akcn int0 con- 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Friday, January 5, 1776. 

There being a vacancy in the fi rib of the 
ba tahons by the promotion of captain 

/Jlcn\ the Congreis proceeded to the election of 
a perfon to fupply laid vacancy, and the ballot 

\^tTf\BeVJamn D™s' Cidcft lieutenant in laid battalion,, was elected. 

Refohei% 
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Refol-ved, That the fum of ten thoufand dollars 1776. 
be ft ruck, for the purpofe of exchanging ragged 
and torn bills of the Continental currency, that 5 
the bills, making this fum, be of the fame de- 
nominations, printed under the infpedtion of th? 
fame perfons, and figned and numbered by tne 
fame figners, as the laitemiflion, and that they b,e 
lodged°in the treaiury, to be applied to the lbie 
purpofe aforefaid. 

Refohed, That all Committees, and. others, 
who have had public money put into their hands, 
lay upon the taole an account ci tne expendi¬ 
ture of the fame. 

The Committee appointed to confider the 
letter of general Wajhington, dated the x8tn of 
December, and the enclofed papers, brought in 
a report upon that part which relates to James 
Lovell, who has long been, and ftill is, detained 
a clofe prifoner in Bcfton by order of general 
Howe, which, being taken into confideration, 
was agreed to, and is as follows, 

That it appears to your Committee, that the 
faid Mr. Lovell hath, for years paft, been an 
able advocate for the liberties ot America and 
mankind^ that by his letter to generalIVaJhing- 
ton, which is a part of faid enclofed papers, he 
exhibits fo ftriking an inftance of diiinterefted 
patriotifm, as ftrongiy recommends him to the 
particular notice of this Continent. 

Whereupon Refolved, That Mr. JamesLoveH, 
an inhabitant of B oft on, now held a clofe prifoner 

C 2 there 
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*776. there, by order of general Howe, has difcovered 

Jan IT -the Wdl trials the warmeft attachment 

J S> t0 Public liberty, and an inflexible fideli ty to his 
country -, that by his late letter to general Wajh- 
ingtcn, he has given the llrongeft evidence of 

difinterefted public affedtion, in ’refilling toliften 
to terms offered for his relief, till he could be 

informed by his countrymen that they were 
compatible with their fafety and honour. 

, « 

ih^tnedf Jhat iC,is deePI>' to be regretted 
that a Bntijh general can be found degenerate 

enough fo ignominioufly and cruelly to treat a 
citizen, who is lb eminently virtuous. 

Refolved, That it be an inftrudlion to general 
WaJ^ngtcn to make an offer of governoJ Skene 

family086 * the faM Mr‘ Lovdl and ^ 
i 

Refdved, That general Wafhingion be defired 
o embrace the firil opportunity, which may 

offer, of giving lome office to Mr. Lovell, equal 

requireb ltieS> ^ whlc]l Republic fervice may 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing refolu- 

^irfekted t0 ^S^-ipeedffy 

TJlJat t,ie Prefident write to general 
Wafhmgton, and defire him to inform Congrefs 

Jhdt ™nkthf a,d-de-camp of the generaf of- 

Cffonies011 ^ the army of tiie United 

The 
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The Committee of Claims reported, that there 1776. 

is due to Adam Fifiher, for expences attending 
his conducing Conolly and Cameron from Frederic, Jan• 5- 

' in Maryland, to Philadelphia, and his charges 
back again for himfelf and the men, the fum of 

156 dollars. 

Ordered, That the fame be paid. 

The Congrefs having conferred with the 
gentlemen fent by the Convention of New- 
Tcrkj refumed the confideration of the report or 
the Committee on the ftate of that colony, and 

the fame was agreed to. 

Whereupon, Refolved, That no farther for¬ 
tifications be eredled at Mar tier* s-rock^ on Hud- 

fords river, and that a point of land at Puplo- 
peris-kill, on the faid river, be, without delay, 

effeftually fortified, 

Refolved, That it be recommended to the Con¬ 
vention, or, in their recefs, to the Committee of 
Safety, of New-Tork, to carry into execution the 

above refolutiom 

1 

Refolved, That the Delegates of New-Jerfey 
and Connetticut be directed to take the neceffary 
fteps for carrying into execution the refolutions 
of Congrefs pafifed on IVe<dnefday laft, refpecting 

the inhabitants of Queens county. 

A memorial from the inhabitants of the town 
of Newport was prefented to Congrefs, and read. 

11, »*, ««.\ 

Ordered, 
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AA r.Pjthe fame be referred for con- 
liberation till to-morrow 

7**. 5. 

Refoked, That Mr. Paine be added to the 
Committee on general Schuyler's letter. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow, 

Saturday, January 6, 1776. 

, le,tter [rom the Committee of Lancafter, 
c at^ Ule 3^ 0* January, was received, and 
read. 

Alio a letter from an officer in Lijbon, dated 
the 23d of Ollober laft. . 

Refoked, That thefe letters, as well as the laft 
received from Lancafter, and thofe formerly re¬ 
ceived from Lijbon, be referred to the Committee 
ot Correfpondence. 

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of 
the memorial from the inhabitants of Newport 

and the papers accompanying it-, and there¬ 
upon came to the following refolution, 

Refoked, fhat the faid memorial be referred 
■ o the confideration of the General AfTembly of 
the colony of Rhode-Ijland. * 

I he Committee to whom it was referred to 
confider how the fhare of prizes, allotted to the 
captors, ought to be divided between the of¬ 
ficers and men, brought in their report, which 

being 



i
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being taken into confideration, was agreed to, 
as follows, 

Refolved, That the commander in chief have 
one-twentieth part of the faid allotted prize-money 
taken by any fhip or fhips, armed veffel or veliels, 
under his orders and command. 

That the captain of any fingle fnip or armed 
vefiel have two-twentieth parts for his fnare, but 
if more (hips or armed veffels be in company 
when a prize is taken, then the two-twentieth 
parts to be divided amongft all the faid captains. 

That the captains of marines, lieutenants of 
the fhips or armed vefiels, and matters thereof, 
fhare together, and have three-twentieth parts di¬ 
vided among them, equally of all prizes taken 
when they are in company. 

That the lieutenants of marines, furgeons, 
chaplains, purfers, boatfwains, gunners, car¬ 
penters, the matters mates and the fecretary of 
the fleet fhare together, and have two-twentieth 
parts and one halt ot a twentieth part divided 
among them, equally of all prizes taken when 
they are in company. 

That the following petty warrant and petty 
officers (viz. allowing for each ihip fix midfhip- 
men, for each brig four midfhipmen, and each 
Hoop two midfhipmen, one captain’s clerk, one 
furgeon’s mate, one fteward, one failmaker, one 
cooper, one armorer, two boatfwain’s mates, one 
cook, one cockfwain, two fergeants of marines, 

for 
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1776. for each ffiip, and one fergeant for each brig 

and floop) have three-twentieth parts divided 
Jim* . among them equally, and when a prize is taken 

by any fhip or veiTel on board or in company 

°i which the commander in chief is, then the 
commander in chief’s cook or cockfwain to be 
added to this allotment, and have their fhares 
with thefe lad-mentioned. 

That the remaining eight-twentieth parts, and 
one half of the twentieth part, be divided among 
the red of the fhip or fhips companies, as it may 
happen, fhare and fhare alike. 

That no officer or man have any fhare but 
fuch as are actually on board their feveral veffels 
when any prize or prizes are taken, excepting 
oniy fuch as may have been ordered on board 
any other prizes before taken or fent away by 
his or their commanding officers. 

The Committee on general Schuyler’s let- 
ters, &c. brought in a farther report, which was 
read. 

Refolved., That the confideration thereof be 
poftponed to Monday next. 

A letter from general Schuyler, dated the 30th 
of December, enclofing copies of letters from 
general Montgomery and general Wocfter, being 
received, was read. 

Adjourned to Monday next, at ten o’clock. 

Monday, 
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Monday, January S, 177^* 

A letter from general Schuyler ^ dated the 26th 7*n%8 

of December, enclofing a copy of a letter from 

general Montgomery, dated December 5th, an^ a hft 
of the ordinance fent to Cambridge, ^alfo a letter 
from Baltimore, enclofing an affidavit of captain 

Horn, being received* were read. 

The Congrefs taking into confideration the 
report of the Committee on general Schuyler's 
letters, thereupon came to the following refo- 

lutions, 

\ ' s . . 

Refolved, That fliipwrights be immediately 
fent from New-JTork and Philadelphia to general 
Schuyler, or the commander in chief of the forces 
at Liconderoga, to be employed by him in con- 
ftrufting a number of batteaus, not exceeding 
one hundred, for tranfporting troops with their 
baggage from that place into Canada, whenever 

it may be found neceflary. 

That a fufficient number of fuitable men he 
engaged for rowing faid batteaus and that a large 
quantity of provifions and ftores be fent this 

v winter to fort George, 

That general Schuyler be defired to have the 
river St, Lawrence, above and below Quebec^ 
well explored, and to determine upon proper 
places for oppofing by armed boats, or other- 
wile, any attempts of the enemy to penetrate that 
country by the river-, and that he give order for 
conftrufting fpeedily as many fuch boats as he 

{hall judge neceflary. 
D That 

1 

25 

1776 

' 
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c -two ^Pwr,'ghts be immediately fent 
ipV ^ FhiladelPhia to be employed under the di- 
- a'1- ■ reilion of the Committee of Infpedtion at Albany, 

in conftrudting fcows fo~ * 1 ~ 
over Hudfcn's river. 

,* : rs n 
* ± i Uv dilating the oaflape 

G A £> 

■r 

Refolved, That the provifions heretofore made 
tor an holpital in the northern army when it was 
more numerous than it is now, is fufficient. 

i 

Refolved, That the Convention of New-Tork 
be defined to fend three thoufand bulhels of fait, 
behdes what general Schuyler hath already order¬ 
ed to be brought to Ticonderora. 

o 

, Refolved, That the governor of Connecticut, 
tne General Affemblies of Maffachufctts-Bay and 
New-Hawpfhire and the Convention of New-Tork, 
be written to forthwith, by the Delegates of 
tne faid colonies rclpeftively, to furnifh general 
Schuyler with the account of money paid to any 
perions in the army under his command, lpecify- 
mg tne names Oi thofe to whom the money was 
paid by their order. 

^ Refolved, That the contract made by general 
Schuyler to allow one twelfth part of a dollarper 
day, for billeting money to* every one of the 
men, who re-inlift in the northern army, until 
they can march to the place, where provilioiis 
may be delivered to them, be made good. 

Refolved, 7 hat the officers of the northern ar¬ 
my be accountable for Inch public ftorcs iffued 
to them, as may be loft through careleflhefs by 

their 
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their respective corps, and that the vame tncre- 1776. 

of be deduded out of the pay of tnoie who have 

embezzled or wafted the lame. 
Jan, g 

r- 

Refolded, That this Congrefs does approve or 
the railing a battalion of Canadians and or the ap¬ 
pointment of James Livingfton, Efq; colonei 

thereof. 

Refohed, That nine battalions, including thaf 
of Canadians under colonel Livingfton, be kept 
up and maintained the prefent year for the tie- 

fence of Canada, 

Refohed, That the firft Pennfylvania battalion 
under colonel Bulf and the fecond Ne-zv-Jer- 
fey battalion under colonel MaxweL, be ^ or¬ 
dered to march immediately to Albany, ana tneie 
put themfelves under the command of general 
Schuyler, and that the orders given for the march 
of three companies of colonel Buh s battanon 
to Accamack and iCorthav/ijion be countermanded. 

And to make up the reit of the battalions 
voted for the defence of Canada? that one bat¬ 
talion be raifed in New-Hampjhire, one in Ccn- 
wo Sltcui and one in Aeev-York • that two battalions 
be formed out of the troops now in Canada? and 
that general Montgomery be defired to recommend 
proper perfons for officers in laid battalions; and 
that one of the five battalions lately ordered to be 
raifed in Pennfylvania? be deftined for Canada, 

Refohed? That a Committee of Three be ap 
inted to devife ways and means for furruffiin 

„ th 

be ap¬ 

pointed to devife ways 
D 2 

nr 

the 

, # %r~.. 

f 

r» 

If 

VI 

■ La 
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17 76- the battalions deftined for Canada, with pro- 
vifions, and for expediting their inarch. 

Jan. 8. 0 
\r ' v « I- v v 

The members chofen, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Deane 
and Mr. M-Kean. 

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the 
report be deferred till to-morrow. 

Refolved, That tne Convention or Committee 
of Safety of Maryland be requefted to order 
three companies of the minute-men in the fervice 
of that colony to march immediately from 
thence to the counties of Accamack and North¬ 
ampton, in Virginia, inftead of the forces that were 
directed to go thither from Pennfylvania, and to 
lay before Congrefs the accounts of their fub- 
fiftance and pay, which fhall be paid out of the 
Continental treafury. • 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Tuesday, 'January g, 1776. 

A letter from Mr. M. Jilghman, with fundry 
papers enclofed, alfo fome difpatches from go¬ 
vernor Franklin, and a letter from C. Skinner, 
which were intercepted, were laid before Con¬ 
grefs, and read. 

Refolved, That a letter be written to Mr. Filgh- 
man, informing him that the Hornet and IVafp 
are under orders to fail to the capes of Delaware, 
and that fuch velfels, as are ready to fail, may 
take the benefit of that convoy. 

That 
1 J ' • \ 
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That the Committee for fitting out armed 
<r L L directed to ffive orders to the captains 

ofthp Hornet ar\d Wafp to take under their con / 

voy fuch veilels as are ready to iail. 

The Committee of Claims reported that ther? 

Michael Conolly, for expences in conduft- 
inr captain John Livingjlon and lieutenant 
Anfiruther from Kingjlon to Lancajkr, the lum 

of 2^0 dollars. , c „ 
To Richard Butler, for neceffaries furmflied to five 

Indians., the fum of 49- 3 dollars. 
To Jofeph Ccwperthwait, the fum ol 4^9- 
* lars, for expences in conducing calhto Cam- 

bridge. 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

ReCclved, That a Committee of Three be ap¬ 
pointed to enquire into the conduT ol the officers 
who are prifoners, the manner in which they 

are at prelent fubfifted, and report thereon. 

The members chofen, Mr. W. Livingjlon, 

Mr. Dyer, and Mr. Floyd. 

Ordered, That a certified copy of the inter¬ 
cepted letter of Mr. Cortland Skinner be lent to 

the Committee of Safety lor New-Jerfey. 

That orders be fent to lord Sterling to take 
with him a fufficient force, and immediately ap¬ 
prehend and keep in fafe cuftody the faid Cort¬ 
land Skinner, of Amboy, till further orders from 

this Congrefs. t 
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tU TJ‘at he CarU Oid Cortland Skinner before 
7af^ heCornmitteeot Safety of the colony of New- 
J • 9* jerfey for examination. 

1 hat the faid Committee bedefiredtotranfmit 
nis examination to Congrels. 

Refohea, Chat the militia raifed in the counties 
of Orange and Ulfier, in the colony of New-Tork 
by order of the Congrefs, for the fupport of the’ 
fort later y eredced on Had fins river, be difcharged 
exc.ept thofe Rationed in the fort, who fnall alfc 
be difcharged whenever other troops arrive there 
to iuppiy their placesand that it be recom¬ 
mended to the Committee of Safety of faid colony 
to lee tnat this refolve be carried into execution. 

RefoLed, I hat 500,000 dollars be fent to the 
pay-mafter general for the ufe of the army in , 
the Majfachufetts-Bay. 

fhat the Delegates or P ennfylvania be directed 
to count and forward the fame with all con¬ 
venient fpeed under a guard of an officer and 
two men. 

The Congrefs refuming the confideration of 
the rep011 of the Committee on general Schuyler’s 
letters, Sec. thereupon came to the following , 
refolutions, 

Refolved, That colonel V. Schaick, lieutenant 
colonel Rates, and major Ganfevoort be continued 
in the fervice of the "United Colonies, and that 
they take the command of the battalion to be 
levied in the colony of New-Tork. 

That 
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That captain Lamb be appointed commander 1776. 

of the artillery in the northern department with ^—' 
the . rank of major, and that he be allowed fifty >*• 9- 

dollars -per month from the fir ft day of the prefent 
month, as a reward for his activity and fpirited 

conduct in the laft campaign. 

That no poftage be paid for any letters to or 
from private lbldiers, while engaged in adtual 
fervice in the defence or the United Colonies ; 
and that fuch letters be franked by fome perfon 
authorized for that purpofe, by the command¬ 

ing officer of the department. 

That a letter be written to general Schuyler 
by the Prefident, informing him, that it is the 
opinion ofCongrefs, hefhould proceed to have 
the conduct of lieutenant Halfey enquired into 
by a court martial, giving him previous notice 
to appear in his own defence, and that fuch 
fentence fhould be palled on him, as fuch court 
martial fhall think juft, and if the faid lieu¬ 
tenant Halfey fhall decline to fubrr.it his conduct 
to fuch examination and fentence, that then all 
arrears of pay due to him be flopped •, to enable 
him to give difeharges to fuch officers as have 
quitted the fervice •, to allure him that we have 
great confidence in his attention to the public 
intereft, and rely that he will give to the proper 
officers in his department fuch orders, as will 
procure indemnification to the • public for any 
embezzlement or wafte of its ftores, or monies •, to 
empower him to remit to fuch of the troops 
railed in the colony oi New-York, as may re-infill, 
any right we may have to Hop wages for under 

cloaths m
y
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1776. cloaths delivered to them; todefire he will com- 

Punic^.to ,Mt'- Prics the ienfe this Congrefs 
• 9- 1 ave of his friendly offices to general Montgomery, 

in favour ot the American caufe, to return him 
ourthanks for the fame, and affurehim immediate 
meafures frail be taken for replacing the monies 
le has advanced ; to nqtify to colonel Eafton our 

approbation of his late fervices, and that we 
lhall retain m our minds ajuft fenfe of them. 

/ 1 

That general Schuyler be directed to appoint 
Mr. John M-Pherfon a major in one of the bat¬ 
talions ordered to be raifed out of the troops in 
Canada. 

\ \ 

That a conductor of artillery, a fuperintendant 
of the arms, a barrackmafter and ftorekeeper 
be appointed to the northern army, and that 
general Schuyler be deftred to recommend proper 
perfons to Congrefs for thofe offices. 

That the deputy paymafter general have li¬ 
berty to appoint under him two affiftant pay- 
mafters, who fhall each receive 26 dollars and 
two-thirds per month, for their trouble and fer¬ 
vices. 

That all the officers and foldiers in the 
northern department be paid in perlon by the 
deputy paymafter general, or the affiftants to be 
appointed by him in conlequence of the fore¬ 
going refolve. 

That a communication be forthwith opened 
between Skenesborough and fort Anny and that 
Wlodcreek be cleared for that purpofe. 

That 
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That it be recommended to the Committee I7"7^v 

of Safety of the province of New-Tork to ay- 
point proper perfons to enquire into the pro- Jtan\9* 
priety and practicability of obftruCting or leiien- 

ing the depth of water in the Narrows, or at any 
other place at the entrance of New-Tork, or of 
any way fortifying that pafs, fo as to prevent 
the entrance of the enemy; and alfo to enquire 
whether the depth of water in Hudfon’s river, 
below the battery, may not eafily be leffened, fo 
as to prevent large fhips pafiing up, and to make 
an eftimate of the expence, and report their pro¬ 
ceedings in the premiffes immediately to Con- 

grefs. 

That to-morrow be affigned for the choice of 
two brigadier generals, viz. one for the army in 
Maffachufetts-Bay, and the other for the army in 

the Northern department. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, January 10, 1776. 

A letter from Rachel Stelle, with an account 
for the fubfiftence of officers, was laid before 

Congrefs. 

Ordered, That the fame be referred to the 
Committee on the conduCt of officers, &c. 

Refolvedj That the Commiffioners for Indian 
affairs in the Northern department be directed 
to pay the reverend Mr. Wheelock five hundred 

E dollars. 
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1776. dollars, agreeable to a refolution of Consrefs 
Pafft'd the 12th day of July laft. 

JM. 10. J J 

The Committee appointed to devife ways and 
means for facilitating the march of the batta¬ 
lions deftined for Canada, brought in their re¬ 
port, which was read, and the Congrels there¬ 
with concurring, 

Refolved, That three firft lieutenants, eight fe- 
cond lieutenants, one enfign and a quarter- 
mafter be appointed to fuppiy the vacancies in 
colonel Bull's battalion. 

That foi tne faid battalion there be provided 688 
caps, 6 88 pair of mittens, 688 pair of ftockings, 
688 pair of leggings, 688 pair of fhoes, 688 
haverlacks, 688 flings for firelocks, iaoo fhirts, 
688 waiftcoats,500 pair of breeches,300 blankets,, 
64 pitching axes and 9 baggage waggons. 

That for colonel Maxwell's battalion there be 
provided 683 haverfacks, 688 cartouch boxes, 
and crofs belts, 688 tomhawks, 64 pitching 
axes and 9 baggage waggons. & 

\ 

That both battalions be paid up to the firft 
day of February next. 

That the battalions march by companies, and 
that the companies follow each other at the 
diftance cf one day s march \ that the quarter- 
mafters and commiffaries .precede their relpedfive 

batta- 
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battalions a few days, in order to provide lodg¬ 

ings and provifions on the road. 

That the colonels be allowed 
Lieutenant colonels, - - - 

Majors, -------- 
Captains, -------- 
Subaltern and ftaff officers, each 2 ditto 

or money in lieu thereof. 

6 rations 

5 ditto 
4 ditto 
3 ditto 

i776. 

Jan. 10. 

That it be recommended to the Committee of 
Safety of Pcnnfylvama to fupply colonel Bull’s 
battalion with the foregoing articles, or fuch cf 
them as they have not already provided them with, 
agreeable to former refolutions of Congrefs; and 

that all the articles furnifhed the men more than 
thofe allowed in lieu of bounty be deduced out 

of their pay. 

That 'Thomas Lowry be directed to provide 
the articles for colonel Maxwell’s battalion, and 
that all the articles furnifhed the men more than 
thofe allowed in lieu of bounty be deduded out 

of their pay. 

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea- 
furers in favour of Thomas Lowry, for the fum of 
3 5,000 dollars, for the ufe of the battalions raifed 
in New-Jerfey, he to be accountable lor the 

fame. 
* 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs 
proceeded to the election of two brigadier gene¬ 
rals, and the bailors being taken and examined, 
Jofeph Fry, Efq •, was elected for the army in the 
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1776- Majfachufetts-Bay, Benedict Arnold, Efq-, for the 
'-"V0 army in the Northern department. 
Jan. io. 

The Committee of Safety for Pennfylvania, - 
having recommended a number of perfons for 
field-officers to the fixth battalion ordered to be 
raifed in faid colony, the Congrels proceeded to 
the ele&ion, and the ballots being taken and exa¬ 
mined, 

William Irwine, Efq; was elefted colonel, 
!Thomas Hartley, Efq; lieutenant colonel, 
James Dunlap, Efq; major. 

Refclved, That another battalion be raifed in 
New-Jerfey, on the fame terms as the other two 
raifed in the faid colony. 

Refolved, That the pay of the troops ferving 
in and deftined for Canada be the fame as that 
of the army at Cambridge; and that this pay com¬ 
mence to the Pennfylvania and New-Jerfey bat¬ 
talions from the time they fet out on their march 
to Canada. 

, ^ <* \ 

The Congrefs confidering the great diftance 
from Colonel Heard to Colonel Waterbary, the diffi¬ 
culty of co-operating with each other in their 
expedition into Queens county, thereupon 

Refolved, That lord Sterling be defired to fur- 
nifh colonel Heard with three companies under 
his command, who are to join colonel Heard 

yvith the minute-men by him raifed, and pro- 
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ceed as foon ^^Z^wSd'ZcZ Cl£> 

fTtt'Z'S -L appointed, >nd colond 

Heard be defied to fend imnmWy'“ 

and inform him that his fervice will not be re 

quired on tins occ&iion. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap¬ 
pointed to take into confideration the date ot 
thefe Colonies, and report as loon as poffible 
what number of forces in their opinion will be 

necelfary for the defence of the lame. 

The members chofen, Mr. Duf?’UlJflcb* 
Mr Hoofer, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. JVtlfon. 

Refolved, That the colony of North Carolina 
be fupplied with one ton of powder by the Secret 

Committee. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 

is due, .. n ■ n r 
To the Committee of the upper dutrict or 

Frederick county, Maryland, the ium ot 800. 1 
dollars, to be paid to Daniel Hefter ; of which 
cji dollars to be charged to captain Crejjaps 
company, 77 dollars and one third to captain 
Price's company, and the remainder to the 

Continent. # ~ 
To Furman and Hunt, for provilions, &c. tur- 

nifhed to prifoners, the turn of 178.2 uollais. 
To William Shad, for attendance as meffenger to 

the 4th December, 1775, the fum of 52 dollars. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thurso av, January u, 1776. 

. 1 recommended to th 

SNZS Committie of Surety of Afa, 
tena'4 ft ft'*1" « rcleafo of lieu 
enant 7%, of brigadier Woofer's reffi 

xnent R0W confined on board the Afia man "ol 
r ’ T exchanging for him an officer of the 
fame rank or the Britijh troops in our cuftody. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Three be ap- 
pointec. to prepare inftrubtions to the officers in 
the recruiting fervice. 

_nIm nTbCrS Ch°fen’ Ml% Mr. Dyer, ^na ivir. tiarnfon. 

The Congrefs taking into confideration the 
report of the Committee on the bills of credit 
emitted oy this Congrefs, thereupon came to’ 
tne following refolution, 

Wnereas it appears to this Congrefs that fe- 
yeral evil difpofed perfons, in order to obftrucl 
and defeat the efforts of the United Colonies, 
in derence ol their juft rights, have attempted 
to depreciate the bills of credit emitted by the 
authority of this Congrefs 3 

Refolved, therefore, That if any perfon ft;all 
hereafter be fo loft to all virtue and regard for 

his 



JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 39 

his country, as to refufe to receive the faid bills *7/^* 
in payment, or obltru£t or difcourage the cui- 
rency or circulation thereof, and fhall be duly jan% 

convicted by the Committee of the city, county 
or diftrift, or, in cafe of appeal from their de- 
cifion, by the Alfembly, Convention, Council 
or Committee of Safety of the colony where 
he fhall refide, fuch perfon fhall be deemed, 
publifhed and treated as an enemy of his coun¬ 
try, and precluded from all trade or intercourfe 

with the inhabitants of thefe Colonies. 

Ordered, That the foregoing refclve be im¬ 

mediately publifhed. 

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the 
treafurers, in favour of the Committee of Safety 
of Pennfylvania, for tl\e fum of 6000 dollars, for 
the ufe of the firft Pennfylvania battalion, the faid 
Committee to be accountable for the lame. 

A reprefentation of the field-officers of the 
Pennfylvania battalions, letting forth the incon¬ 
veniences that will arile from the battalions con¬ 
futing of feven battalion-companies, was pre- 

fented to Congrefs, and read. 

Ordered, That the lame be referred for con- 

fideration till to-morrow. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Frida y, January 12, 1776. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 
is due, 

To 
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1776. To Henry Dewfon, for provifions to captain Rofs’s 

company, the fum of 27.5 dollars. 
Jan. 12. From ‘Turbett Francis, Efq-, one of the Commif- 

fioners for hdian affairs in the Northern de- 

, partment, a baliance in his hands amounting 
to 194 dollars. 

To Voikert P. Douw, another of the Commif- 

fioners of faid department, expences attend¬ 

ing the treaty at Albany, a baliance amount¬ 

ing to 2171. 9 dollars, and that there will 

then remain in his hands two matraffes, about 

fifteen gallons of wine, fome fpirits, and fome 

boards, belonging to the Colonies. 

Ordered, That the fums due to Henry Dewfon, 

and Voikert P. Douw, Efq; be paid; the latter 

through the hands of James Duane, Efq; 

The Committee appointed to enquire into 

the conduit of the officers, who are prifoners, 

and the manner in which they are, at prefent, 

fubfifted, brought in their report, which was 
agreed to, as follows, 

Refolved, That the conduit of the officers at 

Trenton^ though in other refpeits unexception¬ 

able, is, as to their manner of living, exceed¬ 

ingly extravagant, they being boarded at taverns, 

and the innkeepers fupplying them in a luxuri¬ 

ous manner, on the credit of the Continent. 

* That the Congrefs will, for the future, allow 

two dollars per week for the board and lodgings 

of officers, who are prifoners (for which fum 

they may have decent lodgings) to be repaid 

by 
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bv the officers before they are releafed from 1776 

their captivity. v 
r J Jan% I; 

u 

That the accounts of the feveral innkeepers 

againft the officers be paid by the Continent, 
which are alfo to be repaid by the faid officers 

before their difcharge. 

That no tavernkeeper fupply the faid officers 
for the future on the credit of the Continent. 

That the officers now at Trenton be direfted 
to remove to fome other place at a proper 
diftance from the public poft-road. 

That the officers at Trenton have liberty to 
chufe the places of their refidence, the choice 
being made confident with former refolutions of 

Congrefs. 

That a copy of the above refolutions, together 
with a copy of the refolution granting officers 
liberty to fell bills for their fubffitence, be tranf- 
mitted to the feveral Committees, where officers 
who are prifoners refide; and that the faid Com¬ 
mittees bediredtedtoapply to the faid officers tor 
their bills to difcharge the debts already in¬ 
curred, and alfo to inform them, it is expefled they 
will from time to time draw for their future 

fiibfiftence. 

Ordered, That Rachel Stille's account for fub- 
fiftence of officers to the 4th of January, 1776, 
amounting to 423.6 dollars, be paid. 

F The 
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177°- Tne Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Committee 
y-o of the whole, to take into confideration the trade, 

Jan. iz, ot the United Colonies, and after fome time, the 
Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. V/ard re¬ 
ported that the Committee had taken into con¬ 
fideration the matter to them referred, but not 
having come to a conclufion, defired leave to fit; 
again. 

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow 
refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to 
take into further confideration the trade of the 
United Colonies. 

'S' ' ■ ' . • .. . 

A memorial from the field-officers of the find 
Pemfylvania battalion was prefented to Congrefs. 

' I - • - ' . 

Ordered, That the fame be referred till to¬ 
morrow. 

. The feveral matters to this day referred be- 
ing poftponed. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow* 

Saturday, ‘January 13,1776, 

A letter from general Wajhington, dated January 
the 4th, 1776 alfo a letter from the Committee 
of Safety of New-Tork, dated January the 3d, be¬ 
ing received, were read. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap~ 
pointed to take into confideration the letter from 
the Committee of Safety of New-Tork^ and ~to 

confer 
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confer with Mr. Romans, and report to Con- it 7^ 

greis- Jan. 13. 

The members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. Dyer, 
Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. W. Lhwfton. 

The Secret Committee having made report 
refpeCting the purchale of the falt.-petre lately 

imported, 

Refohed, That the faid Committee be directed 
to purchale the ialt-petre on the belt terms 
they can, and have it manufactured into gun¬ 

powder as foon^as poflible. 

Refohed, That the Secret Committee be di¬ 
rected to fupply colonel Heard with 200 pounus 
ol gun-powder, to enable him to carry into exe¬ 

cution the orders ot Congrefs. 

Refohed, That John Morgan be promoted to 
the rank of firft lieutenant in one of the com¬ 

panies of colonel Bull's battalion. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday. 

Monday, January 15, 1776. 

A paragraph of a letter from Peter Timothy, 
fee ret ary to the Provincial Convention and 
tyommittee of Safety of South-Cayoltna, da.tcd 
January 5th, to C. Gadfon, Elq; was read, inform¬ 
ing that the faid Convention have reiolved to 
continue the Delegates, and have conftituted any 
two of them to be a quorum to reprefent faid 

colony, 
F 2 A let- 
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17 7 6’ A letter from general Wnjhington, dated the 31 ft 
of December, with fundry papers enclofed, among 

^ *5" which a draught of captain Matthews on the 
trealury of Virginia, for £ 100 lawful money ad¬ 
vanced him by the general; alfc two letters from 
lord Sterling,, dated January 8 th and 1 ith, and a 
letter form governor Trumbull, with three papers 
enclofed, being received, c,<were read. 

K V 

Refolved, That the letter from general Wajhr 
ington be referred to a Committee of Three. 

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Adams 
and Mr. Wtlfon. 

That the letters from lord Sterling be referred 
to a Committee of Five. 

The members cnofen, Mr. IV. Livingjlcn, 
Mr. Ml Kean, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Ward, and 
Mr. Alexander. 

mm 

That the letter from governor Trumbull^ with 
the enclofed papers, be referred to the Committee 
appointed to confer with Mr. Remans. 

A letter from the Committee of Safety of 
JNew-2erk^ dated January iith, 1776, was read. 

Refolved, That it be referred to the Committee 
on the Hate of the Colonies. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap¬ 
pointed to make an efhmate of the number of 
cannon, that may be wanted for the defence of 

the 
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the United Colonies, and to devife ways and 1776- 
means for procuring them, and that it be an 
inftraction to faid Committee to enquire what »S- 
fixed cannon can be call in thefe Colonies. 

The members chofen, Mr. Wifner, Mr. Hop¬ 
kins, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Allen and Mi. Prune. 

Refohed, That no bought indented fervants 
be employed on board the fleet, or m tnc army 
of the United Colonies, without the confent of 

their mailers. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 

is due, 

To Jacob HiUzhcimer, for exprefies, the fum o. 

356.1 dollars. 
To Jonathan ’Trumbull, jun. for his expences to 

Philadelphia, and returning to New-York with 
money, the fum of 99.7 dollars. 

To Thomas Apty, for boarding feveral prifoners, 

ioc). 6 dollars. 

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 

Refohed, That it be recommended to the 
Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania to enquire 
into the characters of the recruits or privates 
taken on board the Rebecca and Frances■ tranfport, 
and to difmifs fuch of them as they judge may 
with fafety to the Colonies be dilenarged. 

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Committee 
of the whole, to take into confideration the Hate 
of the trade of the United Colonies and, alter 

* fome 
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1776 fame time, the Prefident refumed the chair, and 
Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had 

- an' I5‘ ta^en mto their farther confideration the matter 
to them referred, but that not having come to 
a conciufion, they delired him to move for leave 
to fit aeain. 

V> 

Refolved, That this Congrefs will, on Friday 
next, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole, to taiee into farther confideration the 
trade of the United Colonies. 

Refolved, That captam Matthew*s draft on the 
treafury of Virginia be delivered to the Delegates 
of that colony-, and that they be delired to re¬ 
ceive the money, and pay the lame to the Con¬ 
tinental treafurers. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Tuesday, January 16, 1776. 

The colony of Connecticut having appointed 
new Delegates, the fame attending, produced 
the credentials of their appointment, which were 
read, as follows, 

dt a general Ajjembly of the governor and company 
cf the Englifh colony of Connecticut, in New- 
England, in America, hclden at New-Haven, 
in faid colony, on the fiecond Thurfday ^/ Odtober, 
Anno Domini 1775. 

“ Refolved, by this Affembly, That Roger 
Sherman, Oliver Wolcott, Samuel Huntington, Titus 
Ho finer 3 and William Williams, Efqrs, be, and they 

are 

<9 
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are hereby appointed Delegates to reprefcnt.this ggg 
colony at the General Congrefs pf the United J-’Vj' 
Colonies in America tor the year enfuing, and until j -• 
new be chofen, that is to [ay, the faid Roger Sherman, 
Oliver Wolcott, and Samuel Huntington, Elqrs. ao 
attend faid Congrefs, and on the tailure ot either 
of the faid gentlemen, by ficknefs, or otherwise, 
then the faid Titus Hofmer, or William Wi¬ 
liams, Elqrs. are to fupply the place or places 
of any or either of the faid three gentlemen hrit 
named, in fuch manner, that Three ot faid De¬ 
legates, and Three only, do attend faid Congrels 
at any one time *, and the laid three Delegates, 
or any or either of them, who fhall be prefent 
in faid Congrefs, are hereby fully authorised and 
impowered to reprefent this colony in faid Ccn- 
grefs, to conlult, advile and refolve upon mea- 
fures neceffary to be taken and purfued for the 
defence, fecurity and prefervation ot the rights 
and liberties ot the faid United Colonies, and 
for their common fafety ; and ot fuch their pro¬ 
ceedings and refolves they do tranfmit authentic 
copies^ from time to time, to the General Al- 
feiribly ot this colony. That the.laid Delegates 
now appointed do repair to, and take their leats 
in, faid Congrefs by the firft day of Janmry next, 
in cafe faid Congrefs fhall be then fitting, or as 
foon after as faid Congrefs fhall be convened;... 
and that the faid gentlemen who are now at¬ 
tending faid Congrefs in behalt ot this colony, 
do continue in their faid office until the gentle¬ 
men now chofen, and directed to attend in man¬ 
ner aforelaid, fhall arrive at faid Congrefs. 

“A true copy of record, examined ly 

George Wyllys, Secretary. 
A let- 

19 
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U/O A letter from Mr. Lewis, dated January 8th, 
T'Y'0 was read, recommending a Arranger to the notice 

Jan. 16. of Cone-refs. 

Ordered, That tne fame be referred to the 
Committee on the Qualifications of perfons ap¬ 
plying for offices. 

Refolved, That a member, in the room of 
Mr. Dyer, be added to the Committee appointed 
to draw up inftru&ions to the officers employed 
in the recruiting fervice. 

Refolved,^ That the feveral petitions of gentle¬ 
men, praying to be appointed officers in the 
Pennsylvania battalions, be referred to the Com¬ 
mittee on Qualifications. 

Application being made in behalf of Mr. Juge 
and the owner of a veifel lately arrived in Dela¬ 
ware, for leave to export provifions to the 
amount of the cargoes by them imported, 

Refolved, That this be referred to the Secret 
Committee. 

Refolved, That two members be added to the 
Secret Committee. 

The members chofen, Mr. Newts and Mr. Alex¬ 
ander. 

The Committee on the ftate of the Colonies 
brought in a report, which being taken into 
confideration, 

Refolved, 
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Refolved, That another battalion be raifed in 17 7 
the colony of North-Carolina,, in order to defeat 
any attempt which may be made in oppofition Jan-l°- 
to the meafures recommended by the Conti¬ 

nental Congrefs. 

Refolved, That the farther confideration of 
the report be referred till to-morrow. 

The Committee having defired leave to fit 

again, the fame was granted. 

Refolved, That to-morrow be afligned for 
taking into confideration, in a Committee of 
the whole, the propriety of opening the ports 
after the fir ft of March next. 

The Delegates of South-Carolina having in¬ 
formed the Congrefs, that their colony, being 
in want of feamen, had given orders to offer 
high wages to fuch as would engage in their 
fervice, defired the advice and opinion of Con¬ 
grefs on this matter. 
O 

Refolved, That it be referred to a Committee 
of Five. 

The members chofen, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Hunt¬ 
ington, Mr. Paine ^ Mr. Morris and Mr. Floyd. 

, ; ' V.\ * e . 1 . , 
Refolvedi That the Naval Committee be em¬ 

powered to purchafe a fmall veffel tor a tender. 

The Committee appointed to procure powder 
from Providence, brought in a report, with an 

G account 
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*55°unt of a cargo provided for that purpofe by 
(-ruling and Morris, amounting to 3222.2 dol- 
lars; whereupon 

, 1 i 1 
Refclvedj i nat the faid Committee be au- 

tnoi tied to gi^e luch orders, to the captain of 
tne veflel, as they may think proper. 

^ ^a^ an order be drawn on the treafurers, in 
lavour of Willing and Morris y for the faid fum 
or 3233.2 dollars. 

The Committee on general Wajkixgtotis let- 
teis brought in a report, which being taken in¬ 
to conuderation, the Cong refs thereupon came 
to the following refolutions, 

Refolvedy That the paymafter general of the 
army at Cambridge be empowered to draw bills 
upon the Prefident of the Congrefs, or, in their 
icccii, upon the Committee of Congrefs for 
that purpofe appointed, for any films of money 
which may be depofited in his hands not exceed- 
mg, in any one month, the monthly expence of 
the army, and that fuch bills counterfigned by 
the general or commander in chief of*the faid 
army be accepted and paid. 

, . ^ ®iat ^*ree Negroes who have ferved 
faithfully in the army at Cambridge may be re- 
inlilted therein, but no other. 

I hat, if general IVajhington think proper, colo ¬ 
nel R. Gndley be continued chief engineer in the 
army at Cambridge. ' D 

That 
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That the pay of the afliftant engineers in 1776'- 

the army at Cambridge be 26 dollars and two- 
, J 1 fan. 10- 

thirds per month. 

The Committee having defired leave to fit 

again, the fame was granted. 

Refohed, That four new members be added 
to the Committee on the Qualifications, occ. in 

the room of thole abient. 

The members chofen, 
Mr. Wolcott, for Connecticut, in the room of 

Mr. Dyer. 
Mr. Duane, for New-Tork, in the room or 

Mr. Jay. 
Mr. M-Kean, for the Lower Counties on Delaware, 

in the room of Mr. Rodney. And 
Mr. Rogers, for Maryland. 

Refohed, That Lhurfday next be affigned for 
taking into confideration the report of the 
Committee on Indian aft airs. 

Refohed, That a lift of the Committees who 
have not reported be prepared and laid on the 

table. 
Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, January 17, 1776. 

A petition from doftor Benjamin Church was 
prefented to Congrefs, and read. 

Refohed, That the fame be referred to a Com¬ 

mittee of Three. 
G 2 The 
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17/6- The members chofen, Mr. Harrifin, Mr. Taca 
and Mr. Hoover. 

Jan. 17. 

A. petition from Ibbetfon Hamar^ a pnfoner at 
frenton, was prefented to Congrefs and read, pray- 
ing for leave to refide at Mr. Stainforth’s, near 
Prince-Town. 

Rejoined, That the fame be granted. 

A memorial from the captains and fubalterns 
of the firft Pennfylvania battalion was prefented 
and read, complaining of the condud of their 
colonel. 

Refolved^ That the fame be referred to the 
Committee of Qualifications, and that they be di- 
reded to hear the parties, and report to Congrefs. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs 
refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole, 
to take into confideration the propriety of open¬ 
ing the ports after the firft of March next, and 
after fome time, the Prefident refumed the chair, 
and Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had 
taken into confideration the matter to them re¬ 
ferred, and had come to a refolution, which he 
read in his place, and delivered in. 

The report being again read, 
/ 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap¬ 
pointed, to confider under what regulations and 

reflridions 



53 JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 

reftriftions the trade of the United Colonies 1776, 
ouaht to be carried on after the firft of March 

Jen. 17. 

next. 

The members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Mor¬ 
ris, Mr. Lynch, Mr. and Mr. Sherman. 

Refolved, That a member be added to the 
Committee appointed to confer with Mr. Romans. 

The member chofen, Mr. Wolcott. 

The Committee appointed to prepare in- 
ftructions tor the officers in the recruiting lttr- 
vice brought in their report, whicn being ta^en 
into confideration, the Congrefs thereupon came 
to the following refolutions, 

Refolved, That the colonels of the feveral bat¬ 
talions ordered to be raifed do immediately order 
their officers, on recruiting fervice, to fuch parts 
where they are belt known, and have the greatell 
probability of fuccefs. 

That the recruiting officers ought to be care¬ 
ful to inlift none but healthy, found and able 
bodied men, and not under fixteen years of age. 

That the colonels of the feveral battalions 
aforefaid appoint fome place 01 places of ren¬ 
dezvous, to which the recruits may be lent, and 
where the battalions may be quartered. 

\ I 

That the greateft attention ought to be paid 
to 
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1776. to the behaviour of the troops in quarters, that 
u-y-vJ tney may give no reafonable caufe of complaint 
Jaz. 17. r 

That the quarters of the troops be duly dif- 
charged once every week. 

That an allowance of one dollar and a third 
of a dollar per man be made to the recruiting 
officers, in lieu of their expences in recruiting, 
exclufive or the fubfiftence-money allowed them. 
And that in cafe any man be inlifted contrary 
to the foregoing regulations, the pay they may 
have received, and the fubfiftence-money that 
may be paid for them, fhall be flopped from the 
pay of fuch recruiting officers. 

I hat the colonels of the feveral battalions to 
be raifed in Pennjylvania, be fupplied with mo¬ 
ney for the recruiting fervice by the Committee 
of Safety of faid colony, and difburfe the fame 
to the feveral recruiting officers; the colonels 
and other officers to be accountable for what 
they fhall receive, and all arrears, they may fall 
into, to be flopped from their pay. 

Refolded, That the fum of one dollar and one- 
third of a dollar per man be allowed to the of¬ 
ficers of the firft Pennjylvania battalion for each 
man by them inlifted, who fhall have palled 
m ufter. 

Rejolved, That the treafurers be empowered 
to advance to Mr. Regonville a fum not exceed¬ 
ing 400 dollars, taking his draught or bill on 
his agent in Canada for the fame. 

A let- 
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A letter from general Schuyler, dated January 17760 
the 13 th, enclofing copies of letters from gene- 
ral IVooJier, colonel Arnold, and others, were laid *7* 
before Congrefs, and read, containing an account 
of an unfuccefsful attempt made to gain pof- 
feffion of Quebec by ftorm, on the 31ft of Decem¬ 
ber, and of the death of general Montgomery. 

The Committee to whom the matter of South- 
Carolina, refpefting the engaging of feamen, was 
referred, brought in their report, which was 

read. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, January 18, 1776. 

The Committee to whom the petition of 
doftor Benjamin Church was referred, brought in 
their report, which being taken into confidera- 

tion, 

Refolved, That governor Trumbull be defired 
to give order for the removal of doctor Church 
to feme more comfortable place of confinement, 
than that where he now is, if fuch can be found 
in that colony •, and that for the advancement 
of his health, the faid doctor Church be per¬ 
mitted to ride out at proper feafons under a trufty 
guard, who will be careful to prevent his car¬ 
rying on any correfpondence, or doing any aft 
prejudicial to the fafety and welfare of the 
United Colonies. 

A letter from the Committee of Frederick^ 
town, 
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1776. town, Maryland, enclofing fun dry intercepted let- 
7’Y‘° ters, found upon doctor Smith, one of Conollf s 
Jan. 18. affociates, being brought by the guard who had 

the chaige of bringing down laid Smith, was laid 
before Congrefs, and read. 

^ Refolved, That it be recommended to the 
Committee of Safety for the colony of Pennfyl- 
1vaniay to take the examination of faid dodtor 
Smith, and then commit him to fafe and ciofe 
confinement. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap¬ 
pointed to take into confideration the letter from 
general Schuyler, of the 13 th of January, with the 
enclofures, and report thereon to Congrefs. 

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Sherman, Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Adams 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Friday, January 19, 1776. 
Qj 

Refolved, That five members be elected for 
the Committee of Claims in the room of thofe 
who are abfent. 

The members chofen, 
Mr. Wolcott, for Connecticut, in the room of 

Mr. Deane. 
Mr. Floyd, for New-York, in the room of 

Mr. Lewis. 

Mr. McKean, for the Lower Counties on Delaware, 
in the room of Mr. Rodney. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Rogers, for Maryland, m the room of 1776. 

Mr. Johnfon. . , 
Mr. E. Rutledge, for South-Car olina, in the room Jan- *9- 

of Mr. Gadfden* 

The Committee to whom the letters from 
Lancafier were referred, brought in an aniwer* 
which was read, and approved. 

Ordered, That the fame be tranfcribed and 

forwarded. 

The Congrefs took into confideration the 1 ex¬ 
port of the Commktee on the matter of South- 
Car olinay refpefting feamen *, whereupon 

Refolved, That it be recommended to captain 
Cochran, who is arrived here for the purpofe of 
recruiting feamen, to purfue the following plan 
in the inlifting fervice, in which he is employed 
by the colony of South-Carolina. 

That he offer to each able bodied feamen the 
wap-es of eight dollars per month, and that he pay, 
to them nine dollars bounty, and, upon their ar¬ 
rival in South-Carolinay the further bounty of five 

dollars. 

That captain Cochran repair immediately to 
the camp at Cambridge, and take the advice and 
direftion of general JVaJhington on this affair, and 
proceed to inlift his feamen in fuch parts of the 
country, as will be the leaft prejudicial to the 
Continental fervice. 

That H 
6 
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1776. That the Prefident write to general Wajhing- 
ton-> acquainting him with the fituation of South- 

Jan. i9. Carolina, the neceffity that colony is in for lea- 
men, and defiring that he will pleafe to forward 
this fervice. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 
is due, 

. a 

T. o the Committee of Berks county, for provifions, 
ammunition, &c. furnifhed the rifle-compa- 
rues, £11: 14: 10, and for neceffaries fur¬ 
nifhed the prifoners from St. Johns, the fum 
of £ 8 : 13 : 11, amounting in the whole to 
£ 20 18: p, equal to 54. 5 dollars, to be paid 
to doftor Jonathan Potts. 

Ordered, That the fame be paid. 

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea- 
furers, in favour of the Delegates of South-Caro- 
Una, for the fum of 10,000 dollars, which was 
appropriated for Indian affairs in the Southern 
department. 

The Council of Safety for the Three Lower 
Counties on Delaware having recommended fundry 
gentlemen for field-officers of the battalion or¬ 
dered to be raifed in that colony, the Congrefs 
proceeded to an election, and the ballots being 
taken, 

John Hajlet, Efq; was elected colonel, and 
Qunning Bedford, Efq^ lieutenant colonel. 

The 



JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 59 

The Congrefs refuming the confideration of 1776. 

the report of the Committee on the ftate ot the 

Colonies, 

Refolved, That four battalions be raifed in the 
colony of New-Tork for the defence of that co¬ 
lony, upon the fame pay with thofe direfted^ to 
be raifed in the colony of Pennfylvania •, and that 
they be ftationed as the commanding officer ot 
the New-Tork department ffiall think beft, to 
garrifon the feveral forts in that colony from 
Crownpmt to the fouthward, and to prevent de¬ 
predations upon Long-Ijbnd, and promote the 

fafety of the whole. 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing refo- 
lution be tranfmitted to the Council ot Safety 
of New-Tork ■, and that they be requefted, with 
all poffible expedition to tranfmit to Congreis 
the names of a number of gentlemen, at lead 
two for each command, out of whom the Con¬ 
grefs may ele& field-officers for faid battalions. 

The Committee on Qualifications brought in 
a report, which was agreed to, as follows, 

That Roger Stayner and George Jenkins be ap¬ 
pointed firft lieutenants in the firft Pennfylvania 

battalion. 

That the two eldeft enfigns be promoted to 
fecond lieutenants in faid battalion, in the room 

of the above. 

That Robert Allifon be appointed an enfign in 
faid battalion. 

That H 2 



60 JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 

1776. That Jacob Shallus be appointed quarter-matter 
of faid battalion. 

Jan. 19. 

The Committee appointed to hear the com¬ 
plaints of the officers, and colonel Bull's defence, 
brought in their report, which, after debate, 
was referred till to-morrow. 

The Committee to whom general Schuyler's 
letter of the 13 th of January, with the papers 
and letters enclofed, was referred, brought in a 
report, which was taken into consideration ^ 
whereupon 

Refolved, That the American army in Canada 
be reinforced with all poffible difpatch, as well 
for the fecurity and relief of our friends there, 
as for better Securing the rights and liberties not 
only of that colony, but the other United Co¬ 
lonies. 

That an exprefs be fent to the Committee of 
Safety of New-Jerfey, and an application made- 
to that of Pennsylvania, immediately to quicken 
the officers employed in levying the forces di¬ 
rected to be railed in thole colonies, and marched 
to Canada, and do all in their power to forward 
the fervice. And that the Committee of In- 
fpedtion of the city and liberties of Philadelphia 
be requefted forthwith to ufe their utmoft en¬ 
deavours to aid Mr. J. Meafe in procuring of the 
houfeholders therein, fuch blankets as may be 
Spared from their refpedtive families, for the uf§ 
of the battalion deftined for this important ex¬ 
pedition at fo Severe a feafon, for which the 

owners 
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owners (hall be allowed the value of fuch blankets 
according to the eftimation of the laid Committee 
of Infpeaion. And that colonel Bull and colo¬ 
nel Maxwell do without delay march fuca ol the 
companies of their battalions as are now ready, 

to general Schuyler, 

1776. 

Jan. 19. 

That general Wajhington be requeued to de¬ 
tach from the camp at Cambridge one battalion, 
if the fervice there will permit him to ipaie one, 
with orders to march with the greateft expe¬ 

dition poflible to Canada* 

That for the more fpeedv raifing the battalions, 
ordered on the 8tk of January to be raifed 
in the colonies of New-Hampfoire, Connecticut^ 
New-Tork and Pennsylvania, for the defence of 
Canada, it be recommended to the general Ai~ 
femblies, Conventions, or Councils or Commit¬ 
tees of Safety of thole colonies refpe&ively, to 
exert their utmoft endeavours in raifing the laid 
battalions, upon the fame pay and fubfifbence as 
the army at Cambridge, and to furnifh them with 
provifions, ammunition, and othei necenanes, 
for expediting their march to Canada. And for 
further encouraging the men more cheerfully to 
enter into the fervice of their country, to give 
a bounty of fix dollars and two-thirds to every 
able bodied effective man, properly cloathed for 
the fervice, and having a good firelock, with a 
bayonet, and other accoutrements, and four dol¬ 
lars to every foldier not having the like arms 
and accoutrements *, the arms to be lupplied by 
the colony, and the cofl to be deducted out of 
the foldiers pay *, and alfo to provide a blanket 
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1776. and haverfack for every enlifted foldier, and 
moreover to advance one month’s pay to every 

jan' 190 °fficer and foldier before their march, that they 
may be able to purchafe neceffary cloathing. 

That the firft two companies, which fhall be 
complete of every battalion, do march to that 
country, fo foon as they fhall be ready, and be 
followed in the fame numbers, with like expe¬ 
dition, by the reft of the corps. And that it be 
recommended to the General Affemblies, Con¬ 
tentions and Councils or Committees of Safety 
of the colonies in which the battalions are di- 
1 e&ed to be railed, that they reipedtively attend 
to this bufinefs. 

The Committee defired leave to fit again, 
which was grantedo 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

f 
Saturday, yanuary 20, 1776. 

Refolved., That an order be drawn on the trea- 
furers, in favour of the Committee of Safety of 
Pennfyhania, for the fum of 15,000 dollars, for 
the ufe of the five battalions to be raifed in faid 
colony; the faid Committee to be accountable. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there 
is due, 

To captain Henry Shylock, for his expences in 
bringing dodtor John Smith from Hagan's- 
Town, and for his expences in returning home, 
the fum of 89. 3 dollars. 

To 
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To John Nelfon,for his expences in bringing the l776- 
faid doctor John Smith from the Little Meadows 
to Hagar's-Town, and for his trouble in attend- /«*• 20- 
ing him to this city, with allowance of expences 
in returning home, the fum ot 75 dollais. 

To Francis Johnfon, Efq; for fundry expences in¬ 
curred by guards for powder, waggons, &c. 
the fum of 38 dollars. 

To Thomas Dewees, for fupporting feveral pri- 
foners, the fum of 43.2 dollars. 

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 

A memorial from colonel Bull was prefented 
to Congrefs, and read, praying for leave, on ac¬ 
count of ill treatment he had received from 
many officers of his corps, to refign his com- 

million. 

The Committee on general Schuyler's letter, 
brought in a farther report, which being taken 
into confideration, the Congrefs came to the 
following refolutions. 

Refolved, That general Wajhington be defired 
to difpatch a general officer, if he can be {pared 
from the fervice at Cambridge, to command the 
army in Canada. 

That it being neceffary to procure a large 
quantity of fpecie for the operations in Canada, 
which cannot be fuccefsf ully carried on without 
that article, it be recommended to the General 
Affemblies, Conventions, and Councils or Com¬ 
mittees of Safety upon the Continent, to employ 

proper 

r 

F, y 
mv 

i 



6\ JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 

*776. proper perfons within their refpedtive'colonies 
to collect all the gold and filver coin they can, 

Jan. 20. and inform Congrefs of the fum collefted. 

That it will not be expedient at prefent to 
fend a Committee of Congrefs to Canada. 

That the Committee of Secrecy be defired to 
difpatch one ton of gun-powder with the firfk 
companies that fhall march from Pennfylvania to 
Canada *, and that governor Trumbull be defired to 
fend the like quantity of gun-powder with the 
firft detachment of forces directed to march 
thither from Calnebficut. 

That the Ioffes fuftained by captain Hazen be 
afcertained by Commiflioners to be appointed 
by the commanding officer in Canada, and that 
the Commiflioners report their proceedings, with 
the examination of the witnefles, and their opi¬ 
nion thereupon, to Congrefs. 

That the General Aflfemblies, Conventions or 
Councils or Committees of Safety of the Colo¬ 
nies, in which forces are directed to be railed for 
the fervice of Canada, be defired to raife for the 
fame fervice, one company of matrofles, confift- 
ing of forty privates, in each colony, under proper 
officers, and where a company cannot be com¬ 
pleted, to raife as many as they can, under lub- 
altern officers, in proportion to their numbers. 

That general JVocfter be defired to take pof- 
feflion of the medicine-cheft mentioned by co¬ 
lonel Campbell, to be claimed by do&or Beaumont, 

and 
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and if it appear to him to be private property, 1776. 
to pay the value thereof to the owner. 

r J Jan- 20* 

That the General Aflemblies, Conventions, 
or Councils or Committees of Safety be defired 
to take the moft effectual meafures for recover¬ 
ing the arms, accoutrements, batteaus, tools 
and other ftores of the Continent, faid to have 
been carried off by fome of the foldiers, who 
have returned from Canada. 

That 12,500 dollars be advanced to each of 
the General Affemblies or Councils or Com¬ 
mittees of Safety of the colonies in which forces 
are directed to be raifed for the fervice of Canada^ 
for the purpofe of recruiting their refpedivie 
regiments. 

That from the neceffity of the cafe, and to 
prevent delays, blank commiffions be iffued by 
the Prefident for the field-officers, captains and 
fubalterns, who are to command the battalions 
ordered to be raifed for Canada, in New-Hamp~ 
Jhire and ConneElicut, to be filled up with the 
names of luch gentlemen, as fhall be judged mod 
proper by the Convention or Committee of Safe¬ 
ty of Nezv-Hampjhire, and by the Governor and 
Council of ConneElicut. 

That the foregoing refolution be not drawn 
into a precedent. 

That exclufive of colonel Livinpjlon and his 
regiment already determined on, there be one 
thoufand Canadians more raifed, for one year, 

I or 
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1776. or during the prefent difputes, at fix dollars and 
two-thirds bounty and the ufual pay, which num- 

Jm. 20. ber fhall compofe four battalions, and form one 
regiment, five companies of fifty men to each 
battalion, one captain, one lieutenant, and one 
enfign to each company, and four majors, one 
lieutenant colonel and one colonel to the whole 
regiment, 

That the Committee of Safety of Philadelphia 
be delired to provide and difpatch fifes and drums 
to Canada, for the two regiments directed to be 
railed in that colony. 

Rejolved, That orders be drawn on the trea- 
furers, in favour of the Delegates of New-Hamp- 
Jhire, for the above fum of 12,500 dollars, and 
in favour of the Delegates of Connecticut, for the 
like fum of 12,500 dollars, and in favour of the 
Delegates of New-Tcrk, for the like fum of 
12,500 dollars, for the ufe of the battalions to 
be raifed for Canada, and that the faid Delegates 
be defired to forward the faid fums to their re- 
fpedtive colonies with all expedition; the feveral 
colonies to be accountable for the fame. 

Refolved, That the Prefident be directed to 
fend an exprefs to general Schuyler, with a letter, 
informing him of the meafures the Congrefs 
have taken for the defence of Canada, and defire- 
ing him to forward the fame to general Woofier. 

That he likewife difpatch an exprefs, with 
the like information, to general Wajhington, to 
the Governor of Connefficut-> and the Convention 

or 
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or Council of Safety of New-Jerfeyy New-Tcrk 1776. 
and ]Sew-HampJhire. 

Jan. zo. 

The Committee on Qualifications, having re¬ 
commended the following perfons for enfigns in 
the firft Pennsylvania battalion, viz., 

Nicholas Scully John Brue 
Jofeph Greenway, Richard Rice, 
John Irviney Major Walbroon, 

the fame were agreed to, and commiffions or¬ 
dered to be given them accordingly. 

Refolvedr That the Secret Committee be di-* 
reded to fupply the Delegates of New-Jerfey 
with 300 pounds of powder, for the ufe of co¬ 
lonel Maxwell's battalion. 

Orderedy That Timothy Matlack deliver to the 
Delegates of New-Jerfeyy or their order, a quan¬ 
tity of flints, for the ufe of faid battalion, and 
ball or lead proportioned to 300 pounds of 
powder. 

That the treafurers with all expedition fend 
a trufty perfon with £ 1000 in Continental bills 
to Samuel Patterfony Efq-, and receive in exchange 
for the fame fo much in filver and gold. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday. 

Monday, January 22, 1776. 

Sundry letters, viz. one from general Wajhing- 
ton, of the 11 th of January, two from lord Sterlings 
of the 18 th and 19 th of January, one from general 

I 2 Schuylery 
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177*5. Schuyler, of the 10th of January, and one from 
^ the Committee of Trenton, of the 19 th of January, 
Jan. 32. alfo a petition from John Sparling, beino- received 

were read. 0 ’ 

Rejoived, That the above letters be referred 
to a Committee of Three. 

The members chofen, Mr. IV. Living ft on ^ 
Mr. Hooper and Mr. Adams. 

Refolved, That the Prefident be empowered 
to employ a private fecretary, to be paid bv the 
United Colonies. 

< 

The Committee of Claims reported, that 
there is due. 
To Benedict Arnold, on account of his expences 

in his expedition againft Crownpoint and Ticon- 
deroga, a ballance amounting to 819 dollars, 
to be paid to Silas Deane, Efq; 

Ordered, That the fame be paid. 

Refolved, That the Committee of Trenton be 
defired to fend general Prefect and captain Chace 
under a guard to Philadelphia. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Three be ap¬ 
pointed, to confider a proper method of paying 
a juft tribute of gratitude to the memory o? 
general Montgomery. 

^ The members chofen, Mr. Livingjlon, do&or 
Franklin and Mr. Hooper. 

' The 
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The Congrefs proceeded to the election of field- 17 7^\ 
officers for the fecond Canadian regiment, and 

Hazen, Efq; was elefted colonel, 22‘ 
Edward Antil, Efq; lieutenant colonel. 

Refolved., That the United Colonies will in¬ 
demnify colonel Hazen for any lofs of half-pay 
he may fuftain in confequence of his entering 
into their fervice. 

Refolved, That the appointment of majors, 
captains, and fubaltern and ftaff-officers in the 
fecond Canadian regiment, be left to the com¬ 
mander in chief in Canada, with the advice of 
the general officers in that country, and of co¬ 
lonel Hazen, lieutenant colonel Ant'd., and 
Mr. Price. 

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of 
colonel Bull's application, for leave to refign his 
commiflion. 

Refolved, That leave be granted him. 

The Congrefs then proceeded to the election 
of a colonel for the firft Pennjylvania battalion* 
in the room of colonel Bull, and 

John Philip de Haas was ele6ted. 

A memorial from captain Duncan Campbell, 
aprifoner, being prefented to Congrefs, and read, 

Refolved, That the Committee of Safety of 
Pennjylvania be empowered to take his parole* 
and that he have leave to refide at Lancajter. 

Appli- 
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I77^- Application being made in behalf of lieute-. 
nant M-Donnald, for leave to come to Phikdel- 

Jan. 22. yfe, and remain there five days, in order to 
tranfad fome neceffary bufinefs, 

Refolvedy That leave be granted. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow, 

Tuesd ay, 'January 23, 1776. 

A letter from general Schuyler, of the 14th of 
January, enclofing a letter from general Arnold 
was read. 

Ordered, That the Secretary draw up a nar¬ 
rative of the repulfe our troops met with, and 
of the lofs fuftained in their unfuccefsful attempt 
on Quebec, and lay the lame before Congrefs. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Three be ap¬ 
pointed to prepare a letter to the inhabitants of 
£^danad(i« 

The members chofen, Mr. Living/lon^ Mr. Lynch 
and Mr. Wilfon* 

. 1 
Refolved, That the articles of war be tranflated 

into French, and 500 copies fent to Canada. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 
is due. 

To Adam Ekely for waggonage from Lancajter to 
Cambridge with captain Smith's company of 
rifle-men, a ballance of 43.3 dollars. 

To 
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To Deborah Siddens, for provifions for captain 1776. 
Rofs’s company, the fum of 15- 3 dollars. 

To John Jervis, lor ferriage, horle hiie, &c. the Jan* 2 3- 

fum of 12 dollars. 
To the Committee of Romboiet Precinff, in Ducbefs 

county, in the colony of New-Tork, the fum 

of 129. 4 dollars. 
To Robert Erwin, for waggonage, the fum of 

67 dollars. 
To Timothy Matlack, for calh by him paid to 

Archibald Dick, the expences of a guard over 
a powder waggon, 16.4 dollars. 

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid. 

The Congrefs took into confideration the re¬ 
port of the Committee on Indian affairs, which, 
after debate, was recommitted. 

Refohed, That an order be drawn on the trea- 
furers, in favour of the Committee of Safety of 
the Three Lower Counties on Delaware, for the 
fum of 3000 dollars, for the ufe of the battalion 
ordered to be raifed in that colony ; the faid Com¬ 
mittee to be accountable for the expenditure. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

W e d N e s d ay, January 24, 1776. 

A letter from the Committee of Trenton, of 
January the 23d, was read. 

The Secretary laid before Congrefs an account 
of the repulfe our troops met with in their at¬ 

tempt 
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1776- tempt on Quebec, the 31ft of December, which 
was read. 

Jan. 24. 

Ordered, That the fame be publilhed. 

Refohed, That fuch of the foldiers, ordered 
to Canada, as are married, and are defirous of 
having part of their pay given to their wives, 
be indulged; and that the captains or paymafter 
be directed, in future payments of fuch ioldiers, 
to deduft fuch part of their monthly pay. 

Refolved, That the Prefident be directed to 
inform general Schuyler, that the return of can¬ 
non mentioned in his letter, of December 21ft, is 
miflaid, and that therefore he is defired to make 
a return as foon as poffible of all the cannon 
and artillery at Crownpoint and JJconderoga, ex- 
clufive of thofe taken by colonel Knox for ge¬ 
neral Wofhington. 

Refohed, That Mr. Bankfon be appointed a 
firft lieutenant, in the room of Mr. Morgan, who 
is in the country. 

Information being given to Congrefs, that 
fome foldiers in the firft Pennfylvania battalion 
now under orders to march to Canada, are not 
fupplied with arms: 

* 

Refolved, That the commanding officer of faid 
battalion be directed to make a return of the 
arms of faid battalion, and how many are want¬ 
ing, to the'Prefident of the Committee of In- 
fpeftion and Obfervation for the city and liber¬ 
ties of Philadelphia. 

That 
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That the faid Committee be defired to ufe 1776. 
their utmoft influence to provide good arms foi 
fuch of faid battalion as may want them. J™- 24* 

Refolved, That a Committee of Seven be ap¬ 
pointed, to confider the propriety of eftablifliing 
a war-office, and the powers with which the laid 
office fhould be veiled. 

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Frank¬ 
lin, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Ward* 
Mr. S. Adams and Mr. Morris. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a let¬ 
ter to the inhabitants of Canada reported a draft, 
which being read, and confidered, was approved. 

Ordered, That it be immediately trandated and 

printed. 

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea¬ 
surers, in favour of Carpenter TVharton, for the 
lum of 1000 dollars, to enable him to fupply 
the firlt Pennfylvania battalion with provisions 
on their march to Albany \ he to be accountable. 

* 1 

Refolved, That a Committee of Five be ap¬ 
pointed, to prepare an addrefs to the inhabitants 
of the United Colonies. 

The members chofen, Mr. Dickinfon, Mr. H'll- 
fon, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Duane and Mr. Alexander. 

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea* 
furers, in favour of colonel llazcn, for the fum 

K . of 

ft 
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1776. of 533 dollars and one-thirdhe to be account- 
u’VnJ able. , 
Jan. 24. 

That a like order be drawn, in favour of co¬ 
lonel Antilj for the fum of 200 dollars. 

That the fum of 2666 dollars and two-thirds 
in fpecie be advanced to colonel Hazen, for the 
ufe of the battalion to be by him raifed in Ca¬ 
nada ; he to be accountable. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, "January 25, 1776. 

Sundry letters, viz. one from the Committee 
of ‘Trenton, dated the 23d of January, one from 
Ibetfon Hamar, and from dodtor Richard Huddle- 
fton, of the fame date, and one from the Com¬ 
mittee of Lancajler, of the 22d of January, were 
read, and referred to the Committee of Cor- 
reljpondence. 

A letter from colonel Maxwell, refpedting the 
unprepared ftate of his battalion, being read, 

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea- 
furers, in favour of the Committee of Trenton, 
for the fum of 4000 dollars, to purchafe arms 
for colonel Maxwell's battalion; the faid Com¬ 
mittee to be accountable. 

Refolved, That the Frefident write to the faid 
Committee, and to Mr. Lowry, ftimulating them 
to furnifli colonel Maxwell's battalion with the 

articles 

J 4 
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articles neceffary for their march •, and that the 177^ 
Prefident write to colonel Maxwell, and direft 
him to fend forward to Albany the firft corn- j 
pany that can be got ready, and that he caufe 
the other companies to march with like expe¬ 
dition, one at a time, as faft as they can be got 

ready. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Three be ap¬ 
pointed, to take the examination of brigadier 
General Prefcot and captain Chace, who are ar¬ 
rived in Philadelphia, and report to Congrefs. 

The members chofen, Mr. Adams, Mi. Ward1 

and Mr. Sherman. 

The Committee appointed to confider of a 
proper method of paying a juft tribute of grati¬ 
tude to the memory of general Montgomery, 
brought in their report, which was agreed to, as. 
follows. 

It being not only a tribute of gratitude juftly 
due to the memory of thofe, who have pecu¬ 
liarly diftinguifhed themfelves in the glorious 
caufe of liberty, to perpetuate their names, by 
the moft durable monuments eredted to their 
honour, but alfo greatly conducive to infpire 
pofterity with an emulation of their illuftrious 
actions, 

Refolved, That, to exprefs the veneration of 
the United Colonies for their late general, Ri¬ 
chard Montgomery, and the deep fenfe they enter¬ 
tain of the many fignal and important fervices 
of that gallant officer, who, after a feries of 

K 2 fuccelfes. 
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1776. fuccefles, amidft the mofl difcouraging difficul 
t.es, fell at length i» a gallant attack SpoSl 

the capital of Canada, and for tranfmitting 
to future ages, as examples truly worthy of imi 
tation, his patnotifm, conduft, boldnefs of en- 
terprize, infuperable perfeverance, and contempt 
o dangei and death, a monument be procured 
from Paris or any other part of France, with an 
mfcription lacred to his memory, and expreffive 
of his amiable chara&er and heroic atchievements. 
And that the Continental treafurers be directed 
to advance a fum not exceeding £ 3oo fterling 
to doctor Benjamin Franklin (who is defired to fee 
this refolution properly executed) for defraying 
the expence thereof. ' y 

That dodfor Smith be defired to prepare and 
deliver a funeral oration in honour of o-eneral 
Montgomery, and of thofe officers and foldiers. 
who fo magnanimoully fought and fell with hint 
in maintaining the principles of American liberty. 

Refclved, That tlie diredtion of the fleet fitted 
out by order of Congrefs, be left to the Naval 
Committee. 

A letter from general Wajhington, dated the 
14th of January, being received, was read, and 
referred to the Committee of Correfpondence 

Rcfolved, That Mr. James Meafe be appointed 
a commiflary to fupply the battalions ordered to 
be raifed in Pennfylvania with the articles allow¬ 
ed by Congrefs, and that he be allowed for his 
trouble one and one-fourth per cent, in full of all 

charges 

t 
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charges for the money patting through his hands, 1776. 
and that he give fecurity for the juft and faith- 
ful expenditure for the fame. Jan' 25* 

That Mr. Lynch and Mr. Allen take the 
fecurity. 

Refolvedy That an order be drawn on the trea-r 
furers, in favour of the Delegates cf North-Ca- 
rolind, for the fum of 10,000 dollars, for the ufe 
of the battalions ordered to be railed in that 
colony. 

The Committee appointed to take the exa¬ 
mination of general Prefcot and captain Chacey 
made report of their proceedings. 

Refolved, That the faid Committee be diredted 
to make farther enquiry into the charadfer and 
condudt of general Prefect, and infpedt the letters 
of general Schuyler and general <Montgomery con¬ 
cerning him. 

Refolved, That colonel Roberdeau be requefted 
to relieve the guard from Prenton, who have 
charge of general Prefcot and captain Chace, with 
a trufty guard from his battalion* 

f • \ 

Refolved, That the fortification at Crownpoint 
be not repaired; and that the fortrefs at Picon- 
deroga be repaired and made defenfible; and that 
general Schuyler be defired to make return to 
Congrefs as foon as may be of the fize and 
number of cannon, that will be neceflary to for¬ 
tify that place. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 
Friday, 
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1776. 
O-y-sJ 

Jan. 26. 
Friday, January 26, 1776. 

A letter from general Lee. dated the 2 2d of 
January, enclofing a letter from the Committee 
of Safety of New-Tork, was received, and read. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Three be ap¬ 
pointed, to repair to New-Tork, to confult and 
advife with the Council of Safety of that colony, 
and with general Lee, refpeding the immediate 
defence of the city of New-Tork; and that gene¬ 
ral Lee be directed to follow the determination 
of the faid Committee thereupon. 

That it be an inftruftion to the faid Com¬ 
mittee, in cafe the city cannot be defended, that 
they earneftly recommend it to the inhabitants 
immediately to remove their moft valuable ef¬ 
fects to a place of fafety. 

That the faid Committee be farther inftrufted 
to confult with general Lee and the Com¬ 
mittee of Safety of New-Tork about the fortifi¬ 
cations^ on Hudfon's river, and about fortifying 
the pals at Hellgate. 

The members chofen,Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Lynch 
and Mr. Allen. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Three be ap¬ 
pointed, to confider what allowance ought to be 
made for paying the troops in New-Jerfey and 
Pennfylvania. 

The members chofen, Mr, Ward, Mr. Harrifon 
and Mr. Allen. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea- *77^ 
furers, in favour of the Commiffioners tor In- 
dian affairs in the Middle department, for the fum Jm'2 * 
of I ooo dollars •, the faid Commiffioners to be 
accountable 

A petition from fundry perfons, refpefting 
the inlifting apprentices, was prefented, and 
read. 

A letter from Pittsburg, dated the 15th of Ja¬ 

nuary, with enclofed papers, was read. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Saturday, "January 27, 1776. 

\ 

A letter from general Washington, dated the 
19th of January, one from the Committee at 
Trenton, dated the 24th, one from lord Sterling, 
dated the 25th, and one from T. Lowry, dated 
the 24th, of the fame month, were read. 

Refolved, That the fame be referred to Mr. Wythe, 
Mr. Sherman, Mr. Ward and Mr. S. Adams. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 
is due, 
To colonel C. Wynkoop, for expences in bringing 

a party of prifoners from 5/. Johns, the lum 
of 765.7 dollars, of which 86.2 dollars 
ought to be charged to the officers of the faid 
party of prifoners. 

Ordered, That the fame be paid. 
;/. Refolved, 
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i/76- Refolved, That the Committee of Infpeftion 
ot Efopus or Kingfton be direfted to fupply the 

Jan. 27. prifoners there with neceflary cloathing, and alfo 
to provide them with lodging and provifions, 
not exceeding the rations allowed to privates in 
the Continental army, on the moft reafonable 
terms they can, 

/ Refolved, I hat a Committee of Five be ap¬ 
pointed, to take into confideration the report of 
the Commiffioners for Indian affairs in the Middle 

depai tment, and the ftale of the Indians in faid. 
department. 

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Paine, 
Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Duane and Mr. Rogers. 

Refolved, That a commiffion be iffued to Caya- 

Jhota, giving him a rank of a colonel, and that 
a filver gorget be prefented to him. 

TheCongrefs taking into confideration the re¬ 
port of the Committee on the cafe of Mr. Juge, 

Refolved, That Mr. Juge be permitted to ex¬ 
port the manufactures or produce of the colony 
of Maryland (horned cattle, hogs, fheep and 
poultry excepted) to any port or place whatfoever 
(except to Great-Britain, Ireland, Britijh ifles, the 
Britijh Weft-Indies, and except for the fupply of the 
Britijh army or navy in America) to the amount 
of the canvas imported by him into the faid 
colony; the faid value to be alcertained by the 
Committee of Infpeftion and Obfervation for 
the county of Baltimore. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved, neverthelefs. That the indulgence in 
this inftance ought not to be drawn into example, 
the fame being granted to Mr. Juge on account 
of the peculiar circumftances ot his cafe; and 
that the faid Mr. Juge be enjoined by the afore- 
faid Committee of Baltimore, to avoid, if pofiible, 
all Britifh drips of war and armed cutters on his 
voyage. 

A memorial from Henry Keppele and John Stein- 

metz was prefented to Congrefs, and read. 

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a Com¬ 
mittee of Three. 

The members chofen, Mr. Ward, Mr. Alexan¬ 

der and Mr. Wythe. 

Refolved, That a Committee of Three be ap¬ 
pointed, to.take into confideration the matter of 
inlifting apprentices and perfons in debt. 

The members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. McKean 

and Mr. Wythe. 

The Committee to whom the treaty held with 
the Indians at Albany, and the letter Irom V. P 

Douw, Efq-, were referred, brought in their re¬ 
port ; whereupon 

Refolved, That in order to preferve the con¬ 
fidence and friendfhip ol the Indians, and to pre¬ 
vent their buffering for want ol the necefiaries 
of life, a fuitable affortment of Indian goods, to 

L the 
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U7<S. the amount of £ 40,000 fterling, be imported 
account and rifk of the United Colonies 

7an. ■?. *7 * 

on 

1 hat the faid goods, when imported, be di¬ 
vided among the different departments in the 
following proportions, viz. for the Northern de¬ 
partment, comprehending£13,333 : 6: 8 

i for the Middle department the like value 
and the refidue for the Southern department. 

That in order to pay for tiie faid goods, a 
quantity of produce of thefe Colonies be ex¬ 
ported to fome foreign European market, where 
it will fell to the belt advantage 

D 

That the Secret Committee be empowered to 
contract with proper perfons for importing faid 
goods, and for exporting produce to pay for 
the fame. 

That the faid goods, when imported, be de¬ 
livered to the Commiflioners of Indian affairs, 
for the refpedive departments, or their order, in 
the proportions before mentioned. 

That the refpedtive CommiiTioners, or fuch 
of them as can conveniently affemble for that 
purpofe, fhall, as tne goods arrive, fix a price, 
adding to the fitrft coft interelt, the charge of in- 
furance, and all other cliarges, and alfo a com- 
miffion not exceeding two and an half per cent 
on the firft coft, for their own care and trouble in 
receiving, ftoring and felling them to the Indian 
traders but fuch Commiflioners as are at the 

fame 
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fame time members of Congrels, fhall not be 1776. 
burthened with this part of the bufinefs, nor 
receive any part of the aforefaid commifiion. 7an- 27» 

That no perfon fliall be permitted to trade 
with the Indians without licence from one or 
more of the Commiffioners of each refpedtive 
department. 

That all traders fliall difpofe of their goods 
at fuch ftated reafonable prices, as fhall be fixed 
and afcertained by the Commiffioners, or a ma¬ 
jority of fuch as can conveniently aflemble for 
that purpofe in each refpe&ive department, and 
fhall allow the Indians a reafonable price for their 
fkins and furrs, and take no unjuft advantage of 
their diftrefs and intemperance ; and to this end 
they fhall refpe&ively, upon receiving their 
licences, enter into bond to the Commiffioners, 
for the ufe of the United Colonies, in fuch pe¬ 
nalty, as the acting Commiffioners or Commif- 
fioner fliall think proper, conditioned for the 
performance of the terms and regulations above 
prefcribed. ~ 

That to fuch licenfed traders only the re- 
fpe&ive Commiffioners fhall deliver the goods* 
fo to be imported, in fuch proportions as they 
fhall judge will belt promote a fair trade, and 
relieve the neceffities of the Indians. 

j 

That every trader, on receiving the goods, 
ihall pay to the Commiffioners in hand the price 
at which they fliall be eftimated *, and the Com¬ 
miffioners fhall, from time to time, as the mo- 

ney 
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1776. ney fhall come to their hands, tranfmit the fame 
to the Continental treafurers, deducing only the 

Jan. 27. allowance for their trouble as aforefaid. 

*1 hat the trade with the Indian nations lhall 
be carried on at fuch polls and places only as 
the Commiflioners for each department fhall re¬ 
flectively appoint. 

• ' / ') 

That thefc refolutions fhall not be conftrued 
to prevent or debar any private perfon from 
importing goods for the Indian trade, under the 
reftridions exprefied in the affociation. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday. 

Monday, yanuary 29, 1776. 

A letter from governor Trumbull, dated Ja¬ 
nuary the 20th, being received, was read. 

Refolved, That an order be drawn on the trea¬ 
furers, in favour of Mr. James Meafe, commiflary, 
for the fum of 5000 dollars, for the ufe of the 
battalions ordered to be railed in Pennfylvania. 

The Committee to whom were referred the 
letter from general Wafhington, dated the 19th 
inltant, with the papers therein mentioned, and 
the letter from lord Sterling, dated the 24th, and 
the letter from the Committee at Trenton, dated 
the day laft mentioned, brought in their report; 
whereupon 

Refolved, That the applications made by ge¬ 
neral 

1 
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neral Waffington to the governments of Neiv-\ i 
Hampjhire, Maffachufetts-Bay and Connecticut, in t- 
fuch an exigency, to raife a regiment in each or 7m 

thofe colonies for the fervice of Canada, were 
prudent, confiftent with his duty, and a fartherj 
manifeftation of his commendable zeal for the , 
good of his country •, that the ready attention 
of the faid governments to thofe applications, 
and the alacrity with which they undertook, and 
the expedition with which they proceed in, the 
bufinefs, are additional proofs of their meritori¬ 
ous attachment to the common caiile, and may 
produce fignal public advantages; and that it 
be recommended to the General Aflembly of 
Maffachufetts-Bay, to raife the like number of 
matroffes, and in the like manner, and that both 
thefe and the additional regiment there be in- 
lifted on the fame terms as thofe direfted to be 
raifed for this fervice in New-Hampjhire, Con¬ 
necticut, New-Tork and Pennfylvania, and for this 
purpofe that 12,500 dollars be advanced to the 
Delegates of Maffachufetts-Bay, and forwarded by 
them, with blank military commiffions for the 
field-officers, captains and fubalterns, figned by 
the Prefident, to the faid General Aflembly. 

That the three regiments to be raifed in New- 
Hampfhire, Maffachufetts-Bay and Connecticut, foi 
the fervice in Canada, be exclufive of the thirteen 
intended to reinforce the army at Cambridge. 

That the lofs of and damage to fuch fire-arms 
belonging to the foldiers in the fervice of the 
Continent, as fhall happen not through carelefs- 
nefs or mifbehaviour, the value being afcertained 
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in a proper manner, to be provided by the Ge¬ 
nera! Affemblies, Conventions or Councils or 

• Committees of Safety of the United Colonies re- 
ipedtively, be made good to the owners j and that 
fneir arms, after their time of fervice expired 
be not detained from them. ^ ’ 

1 hat the alertnefs, aflivity and good condudl 
cf lord Sterling, and the forwardnefs and fpirit 
of the gentlemen, and others, from Elizabeth¬ 
town, who voluntarily aflifted him in taking the 
fliip Blue Mountain Valley were laudable and 
examplary • and that his lordlhip be directed to 
fecure the capture until the further order of the 
Congrels, and that in the mean time he caufe 
lucli^ part of the loading, as would otherwife 
perifh, to be difpofed of by fale. 

,The Committee defired leave to fit again, 
wmch was granted.. D 

A petition from doftor Wheelock, being laid 
before Congrefs, was read, and referred to the 
committee on Indian affairs in the Middle de¬ 
partment. 

/ 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 
is due, 

To Hugh M-Clenahan, an exp refs from Pittsburgh 
for expences, &c. the fum of 46. 2 dollars. 

Ordered, That the fame be paid. 

Refolved, I hat general Prej'cot be committed 
to, and kept in clofe confinement in, the goal 
of Philadelphia3 till further orders of Congrefs. 

That 
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That captain Chace be remanded to !Trenton, 1776. 
and permitted to refide with the other officers {^y 

on his parole. 7au% 

A memorial and propofal of captain John 
Nelfon, refpedting a company of rifle-men, was 
prefented to Congrefs, and read. 

Refolved., That a Committee of Three be ap¬ 
pointed, to confer with captain Nelfin. 

The members chofen, Mr. Morton, Mr. Wifner 

and Mr. Sherman. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Tuesday, January 30, 1776, 

Refolved^ That doctor Cadwallader and doctor 
Shipper, jun. be deflred to infpedt the room of 
the goal where general Prefect is confined, and 
enquire into the ftate of his health, and report 
thereon to Congrefs. 

The Committee appointed to confer with 
captain Nelfon, brought in their report, which 
was taken into confideration, and thereupon 

• , 

Refolved, That captain Nelfon's company of 
rifle-men now raifed, confiding of one captain, 
three lieutenants, four fergeants, four corporals 
and feventy privates, be infilled for the fervice 
of Canada, on the fame terms as the other troops 
ordered for that fervice, and that they inarch 

to 
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1776. to Canada, and join a regiment there as foon as 
poffible; that they be allowed one quarter of a 

'Jan. 30. dollar per day, for their fubfiftence on their 
march to Albany. 

*1 hat fix dollars and two-thinds of* a dollar 
bounty be paid to each non-commiflioned officer 
and foldier, who is furniffied with fufficient arms, 
accoutrements and cloathing for the fervice* 
upon their entering into the fervice of the Co¬ 
lonies, and one month’s pay to the commiffioned 
officers. 

That 900 dollars be advanced to faid captain 
Nelf on for that purpofe, and for the fubfiftence 
of laid company to Pleading, 

That the fum of 700 dollars be fent to the 
Committee of Infpeftion at Reading ^ that faid 
Committee pay one month’s wages to the non- 
commiffioned officers and foldiers upon their ar¬ 
rival there, and deliver the refidue of faid fum 
to captain Nelf on, for the fubfiftence of faid com¬ 
pany in their march from thence to Albany •, he 
to account for what money he receives with ge¬ 
neral Schuyler. 

The officers of faid company are, 
John Nelfon captain, 
Mofes Dicker firft lieutenant,* 
Adam Ott fecond ditto, 
Ifaac Newkirk third ditto. 

The Committee to whom general IVafeingtoAs 
letter, of the 14th of January, was referred, 

brought 
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brought in their report, which was taken into */7^* 
confederation, and thereupon 

Jan. 30 
N 

Refolved, That all the tent-cloth, which can 
be procured in Philadelphia and New-Tork, be 
purchafed for the Congrefs, and that the quan ¬ 
tity neceffary for the enfuing campaign in the 
army before Bofton, be forwarded thither, if fo 
much is to be had. 

That it be recommended to the feveral Af- 
femblies in New-England, to affift the general in 
procuring arms •, and that the thanks of the 
Congrefs be given to fuch of them as have al¬ 
ready done fo. 

That Mr. James Meafe, in Philadelphia, and 
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Alfop and Mr. L. Morris, in New- 
York, be directed to carry the former refolution 
into execution. 

The Committee on the enliftment of appren¬ 
tices, &c. brought in their report, and the fame 
being taken into confideration, 

Refolved, That no apprentice whatfoever be 
enlifted within the colonies of New-Jerfey, Penn- 

Jylvania, the Counties on Delaware or Maryland, 
as a foldier in the army or navy of the United 
Colonies, without the confent of his mafter or 
miftrefs firft obtained in writing, and that all ap¬ 
prentices now enlifted as foldiers in the faid army 
or navy, without fuch confent, be immediately 
difcharged from the fervicc, on the application 

M Of 
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. • /A or miftrefies, upon payment of all 
Z~'r~ juft and reaionable charges of their enliftment. 
jcin. 30. 

That it be recommended to all creditors, 

W1^ i 1 Cm,3nt S a§ainft anyperfon who is enlifted, 
or (hall enlift, in the Continental fervice, ffiall not 
amount to the value of 35 dollars, not to arreft 
any fuch debtor till the expiration of the time 
for which he is enlifted. 

That every perfon under the age of twenty* 
one years, enlifting himfelf in the army or navy 
arorelaid, may, within 24 hours after fuch enlift¬ 
ment, obtain his difcharge, by refunding the 
money received from the recruiting officer^ and 
returning fuch neceflaries as may have been fuD- 
plied him by the officer, or the value thereofTn 
money, 

Refolved, 1 hat an order be drawn on the trea- 
furers for the fum of 1000 dollars, to difcharge 
a draught of the paymafter genera], for fo much 
depohted with him, for the ufe of the United 
Colonies. 

Kejolvea^ I hat a Committee of Five be ap 
pointed, to take into confideration an applicatior 
from the Committee of Safety for New-Tork. 

The members chofen, Mr. Ward, Mr. Paine. 
Mr. Paca, Mr. Lee and Mr. Rodney. 

Refolved, That the Naval Committee be im- 
powered to draw on the treafurers for a fum not 

exceeding 
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exceeding 30,000 dollars, in order to difcharge 1776. 
fundry debts by them contracted. 

Jan. 30. 

Refolved, That Mr. Morris be added to the 
Committee of Secret Correfpondence. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, January 31, 1776. 

Sundry letters, viz. one from lord Sterlings 
dated the 27th of January, one from the Com¬ 
mittee of Trenton, of the 30th, one from colonel 
St. Clair, of the 27th, and one from colonel 
Maxwell, of the 31ft of the fame month, were 
laid before Congrefs, and read. 

Refolved., That a Committee of Two be ap¬ 
pointed, to confer with colonel Maxwell refpedt- 
ing the ftate of his regiment, and report the 
means of facilitating and*haftening his march. 

The members chofen, Mr. Livingllon and 
Mr. Wilfon. 

A report from doftor Cadwallader and doftor 
Shipper, refpe£ting the room where general Pref- 
cot is confined, and the ftate of the general’s 
health, was laid before Congrefs, and read. 

The Congrefs taking into confideration the 
letter from colonel St. Clair, refpefting the enlift- 
ment of fome of the prifoners at Lancafier, 

Refolved, 7 hat the prifoners, who have been 
M 2 enklted 

1 
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1776. enlifted into the Continental army, be difchamed 
and that no more be enlifted. g ’ 

Jan. 31. 

OldiYe&) That a copy of the toregoin°r refolve 
be fent to the Committee of Lancafter. 

The Committee to whom fundry letters were 
referred, on the 27th inftant, brought in a far¬ 
ther report; whereupon 

' / L-.' ’’ ' ' m 

Refolved, That Mr. Barbcirie, owner of the 
floop and cargo faid to have been taken by the 
enemy, and retaken by one of the Continental 
veflels of war, ought to make and profecute his 
claim to the fame before the Court appointed, 
or to be appointed, by the government of the 
colony to which the faid floop and cargo were 
carried, to hear and determine caufes civil and 
maritime, where a procefs ought to be inftituted, 
to confirm the recapture, and adjuft the falvage. * 

The Committee appointed to confer with co¬ 
lonel Maxwell, brought in their report; where- 

Refolved, ”1 hat Mr. Thcftias Cowry, commiflary 
for the battalions in Ntw-Jerfy, be directed to 
procure all neceftaries, except arms, for colonel 
Maxwell's regiment immediately, and that the 
c°ft of the cloathing and other articles abfolutely 
cfl’ential, which the non-cpmmiflioned officers 
and privates are to pay for, be by the faid com¬ 
miflary procured forthwith* the coft thereof to 
be deduced out of the pay of the faid non- 
commiflioned officers and foldiers j and that the 

Convention, . 1 A 
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Convention or Committee of Safety of New-Jerfey 

o-et the arms already ordered with all poffible 
expedition, and afford Mr. Lowry all affiftance 
in the execution of the above. 

That the company in the faid regiment, which 
is neareft being furnifhed, be fupplied by any 
arms and neceffanes in the faid battalion, and 
marched for Canada, and that the other com¬ 
panies be furnifhed, and marched as foon as 

The Congrefs taking into confideration the 
letter from lord Sterling, 

Refolved, That the private adventures of the 
captain and mates of the tranfport Blue Mountain 
Valley be delivered to them, and that they be 
permitted to return to England. 

The Delegates for Majfachufetts-Bay laid be¬ 
fore Congrefs an account of their appointment, 
by which it appears, that 

The honourable John Hancock, Efq; 
Mr. Samuel Adams, 

John Adams, Efq; 
Robert 21reat Paine, Efq*, 
Eldridge Gerry, Efq; 

are elefted to reprefent the faid colony in Con¬ 
grefs for the year 1776. 

• - 

93 

1776- 

Jan. 31. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 
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Thursday, February i. 1776. 

Re/olved, That an Order be drawn on the 

Treafurers in favour of the De¬ 

legates of Virginia, for the Slim of 333 T Dol¬ 

lars, for the ufe of Mr. J. Walker, one of the Com- 

miffioners for Indian Affairs in the Southern De¬ 

partment, the faid Delegates to be accountable. 

Re/olved, 

Feh. i. 

That a Member be added to the Com¬ 

mittee on the State of the Treafury, in the room 

of Mr. Cujhing. 
The Member chofen, Mr. S. Adams* 

Refolved, . \\ 
That General Prefcot be allowed the 

attendance of his Servapt, and of a Fhyfician, in 

cafe his health require it. 

Re/olved, 

That the Committee of Safety of Penn- 

/ylvania be defired to take the Parole of fuch Offi¬ 

cers who are Prifoners now in Philadelphia, and or¬ 

der them to their refpeclive Places of refldence. 
A The 
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The Congrefs took into conhderation the report 

of the Committee on eftablifhing Polls andExpref- 
fes, and after debate, 

That the farther confideration thereof 

be poftponed, and that in the mean while Dr. 

Franklin be directed to write to the Pofl-malters, 

and enquire on what terms Exprelfes can be pic¬ 
tured. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Friday, February 2. 1776. 

Two Letters from General Schuyler dated 2 2d 

and 25th January, accompanied with an Account 

of his expedition to Try on County, and encloiing 

fun dry difpatches from Canada, and other Papers, 

being received were read, and referred to Mr. Wythe, 

Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. M'Kean. 

A receipt of General Schuyler for £ 7829 19:0 

Pennfylvania Currency, equal to 20878.5 Dol¬ 

lars, fent him by Order of the 30th of December, 
was laid before Congrefs. 

A Letter from Colonel JVayne being read, 

Refolved, 

That Colonel Wayne be directed to 

quarter his Battalion in and near Chejler, until the 

farther ordei's of Congrefs, or of a Committee of 

Congrefs, for that purpofe appointed. 

Ordered, 

That the Secretary deliver Mr. J. Meafe 

a copy 

\ 
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* copy of Colonel Wayne's letter, fo far as refpeas F&*. 

the fupplying his Battalion with neceflaries. 

The Committee to whom the Memorial of M. 

Afpden was referred, brought in their Report, 

whereupon, 

Refolvedy 
That Mr. Matthias Afpden be permit¬ 

ted to export in the Sloop Tryal, conligned to him 

from Port au Prince, the produce or manufa&ures 

of thefe Colonies (horned cattle, flicep, hogs, 

poultry, and lumber for making calks excepted) to 

Port ail Prince, to the amount of eighteen hun¬ 

dred pounds, Pennfylvania currency. 
p. • 

That the above permillion be not drawn into 

precedent, and that Mr. Afpden take every poffible 

precaution to avoid all Britiflo men of war and cut¬ 

ters on the voyage. 

The Committe to whom the Memorial of Kep- 

pele and Steinmatz was referred, brought in their 

report, whereupon 

Refolvedy 
That the Memorialifts have no juft 

claim to Satisfaction or reparation for the lofs of 

their {hip and cargo, feized by one of the King’s 

{hips of war, and detained by Admiral Graves and 

General Howey either out of the Continental trea¬ 

sury, or out of the value of the cloathing fent hi¬ 

ther to Supply the Britifj troops at Bojlotiy and in¬ 

tercepted and difpofed of to the ufe of the Ameri- 

can Army. 
Refolvedy 
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Feb. 2. 
Refolved^ 

That a Committee of three be appointed 
to take^an account of the Prifoners, the names of 

the Officers, and their Places of Refidence, and 
report the fame to Congrefs. 

- The Members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Wifn er* 

A Memorial from the Rev. Mr. Samfon Occum 

was read, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
affairs. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next, 

Monday^ February c. 1776 
Feb. 5. 0 / / 

'^c^J Refolved, 

That General Schuyler be direaed to 
have the Arms of fuch of the Troops marching to 

Canada, as pafs through Albany, carefully examin¬ 

ed there, and fuch of them as are deficient and 

want repair exchanged for the good effedive Arms 

taken from the Tories, and to order thofe exchang- 
ed and left, to be repaired. 

The Committee to whom General Schuyler’s Let¬ 

ters were referred, brought in their report, which 

was taken into confideration, and thereupon 
Refolved, • 

That General Schuyler has proceeded, 
in difarming fuch Inhabitants of the County of 

Try011^ in the Colony of New-Tork, as were dif- 

affe&ed, and providing for the future tranquility 

of thefe parts, with fidelity, prudence, and dif- 

patch 

I 
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patch, and at the fame time with a proper temper 

towards that deluded People, and thereby perrorm- 

cd a meritorious fervice. 

That the chearfulnefs and ready affiftance of 

thofe who accompanied General Schuyler in Ms 

march to the County of Try on , and their ufeful fer- 

vices in that expedition, diicovered fuch a Patriotic 

Spirit, that it is hoped none* of them will allow their 

Countrymen to entertain afufpicion that any ignoble 

motive actuated them, by requiring a pecuniary- 

reward, efpecially when they were employed ia 

fuppreffing a nnfciiief in their own neighbourhood. 

That the Refolution of Congrefs of the 8th of 

lad Month for redding Ship-wrights from the 

Cities of New-York and Thilcide Ip h ia, to build La 

teaus at Ticonderoga, be fuperfeded, and that Ge¬ 

neral Schuyler be defired .to employ any fuch Ar¬ 

tificers, as he {hall think proper, in that Bufmefs. 

That General Schuyler be defired to iflue War¬ 

rants for com pleating the Regiment directed to be 

raifed in l\*ew-Tork for the fervice of Canada; and 

that it be recommended t.o the Convention of that 

Colony to appoint fuch Officers thereof, as Gene¬ 

ral Schuyler hath nominated. 

\ That the appointments by General Schuyler or 

Mr. Hubbard Brown to be Conductor of Artillery, 

Hyjbert Marfelis, Efq, to be Barrack Mafei, Mr. 

Peter Schuyler to take charge of the Arms, and 

Mr. Philip Van Rtinfelairy to be Store-keeper at 

Albany, be confirmed ; and that General Schuyler 
be 

I ' 

\ 

I 
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WO e defired to inform Cqngrefs of the proper Sala- 
11CS to be annexed to thofe Offices. 

.3h,at Cencral Schuykr be defired to procure 
ik,lful perfons to affift General Woojier in explor¬ 

ing the river St. Lawrence, and to confWt the 

armed Boats to be kept there, according to a for- 
mer Refolution of Congrefs. 

That the bounty given by General Schuyler for 

encouraging Men to enter into the Canadian fervice 

e approved, in conlideration of the fevere Climate 
and inclement Seafpn. 

That by the Refolution of Congrefs of the 8 th 

of laft Month, refpe&ing the Provifion and Stores 

to be fent to Fort George, it was intended as Ge¬ 

neral Schuyler underftood it, that he Ihould be 

lupphed with fuch of thofe articles as he fliould 
require. 

That General Schuyler be deiired to employ fuch 

Batteap-men as are in or near Mb any, inftead of 

thofe it was recommended to the Convention of 

New-Tork to procure, upon the beft terms he can, 

and to acquaint Congrefs for what wages they will 
ferve. 

That Captain Wyncoop be employed un¬ 

der Commodore Douglafs, in the Naval depart¬ 
ment. 
f 

Ordered, 
?• 

That General Schulyer’s Narrative of 

his 

/ 
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his march into Tryon County be pubtiflied in the^M; 

News-papers* 

The Committee to whom the Memorial of Samfon 

Cecum, one of the Mohegan Indians, in ConneBicut, 

was referred, brought in their report, whereupon 

Refolved, 
That a friendly Commerce between the 

People of the United Colonies and the Indians, and 

the propagation of the Gofpel, and the cultivation 

of the Civil Arts among the latter, may produce 

many and ineftimable advantages to both; and that 

the Commiffioners for Indian affairs be defired to 

confider of proper places in their refpeftive depart¬ 

ments for the refidence of Minifters and School- 

mafters, and report the fame to Congreis. 

That the Commiffioners for Indian affairs in 

the northern department be defired to enquire of 

Mr. Jacob Fowler of the Montauke tribe of Indians 

on Long-ljland, and Mr. Jofeph Johnfon of the Mo¬ 

hegan, upon what terms they will reiide among the 

Six Nations of Indians, and inftruft them in the 

Chriftian Religion. 

Refolved, 
That Mr. Dohicky Arundel, who was 

recommenced to the notice of Congrefs by Mr. 

Lewis, be defired to repair to General Schuyler, and 

that General Schuyler be directed to examine him, 

and if he finds him capable, and fuitably qualified, 

to employ him in the Artillery-fervice in Canada. 

Dr. Cadwallader having, in a Letter to the Pre- 

fident, reprefented, that being fent for by General 
Prefcot 

SfflBSJr-gv • 

•“'..A-./-'- .... • 

Y 

$ 
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tvtPrCfCat 3a^ Saturda'J night, he found him in X 
dangerous ftate of health, .and farther exprefling 

an apprehenfion, that the dair.pnefs of the room 

may endanger the General's life, if he remains 
thej-e long. It was thereupon 

Rejolvedy 

That Dr. Caerw atlader be defired to 
have proper lodgings provided for General Prefcot; 

and that General Prefcot be removed from the goal 

to faid lodgings, and there kept under a guard. 

That the Commanding Officer of the Troops in 

the Barracks of Philadelphia be directed to keep % 
proper guard over General Prefcot. 

Adjourned to ten o*clock to-morrow* 

-Tuesday, February 6. 1776. ' 

^ Tetter from the Committee of Safety fof 

New-Tork was read, informing that General Clinton 

ai lived there on tne 4th info but that it was appre¬ 

hended his deftmation was to the fouthward. 
Orderedy 

That a copy of faid Letter be fent to 
the fouthern Colonies. 

1 * 

The Congrefs being informed that Colonel Heard 

having performed the fervice enjoined him, was 

ready to make report of his proceedings. 

Refolvedy 

That a Committee of three be appoint-' 

ed to corner with Colonel Hcardy and receive his 
report. 

The 
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The Members chofen, Mr. Crane, Mr. E. Rut-FO^ 

ledge, and Mr. Kean* 

,:a a 

A Petition from fundry Captains of the New- 

Jerfey Battalions was laid before Congrefs and read, 

whereupon, 

Refolved, 
That the fum of one Dollar, and one 

third of a Dollar, be allowed to the Officers of 

the two fir ft New-Jerfey Battalions, for every Re¬ 

cruit by them raifed and that has paffied Mufter, 

A Letter from the Committee of Reading in 

Berks County was read, mentioning the arrival of 

a number of Prifoners, and defiring to know how 

they are to be fupported. 

Refolved, 
That the fame be referred to the Com¬ 

mittee appointed to contract for fupplying the Pii- 

foners. 
Refolved, 

That two Members be added to faid 

Committee in the room of thofe abfent. 

The Members chofen Mr. Wilfon and Mr. Wol¬ 

cott. 

^ - ' 

The Committee on the Regulations of Trade af¬ 

ter the firft of March next, brought in their repoit, 

which was read. 

Refolved, 
That the fame be referred to Thurfday 

next, then to be confidered in a Committee of the 

whole. 
B Refolved, 
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rcb. 6. Refolved, 

That General Schuyler be deftred to 

encourage Sutlers to attend the Army in Canada, 

and that they return fucli Specie as they fhall re¬ 

ceive for the articles they fupply it with, to the 

Commiffary, who fhall draw orders, counterfeited 

by the General, for the amount thereof, upon the 

Prefident; by which a fufficient ftock may be in 

hand to pay off the Soldiers, and the rifk and ex¬ 

pence of fending money for that purpofe may be 

avoided. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Colo¬ 

nel Heard, laid before Congrefs a lift of nineteen 

perfons taken into cuftody by him, agreeable to the 

orders of Congrefs, and brought to Philadelphia. 

The names of the prifoners are, Benjamin White- 

heady Jofeph Frenchy John PolhemuSy Nathaniel Moory 

Samuel Hallety William Weymany John Shoalsy John 

IVillety Gilbert Van Wycky Da7iiel Kiffaniy Jacob Motty 

Gabriel G. Ludlowy Charles Hicks, Samuel Martiny 

Samuel Clowes, Thomas Smithy George Weeksy David 

Brooksy John Townfend. 

Refolvedy 

That the faid Prifoners be fent to New- 

Torky and delivered to the order of the Convention 

of that Colony, who are requefted toconfine or fe- 

.cure the faid Prifoners, until an enquiry be had by 

the Convention into their condu£l,and report there- 

of made to this Congrefs. 

Ordered, 

That the Committee confirm with Co¬ 

lonel Heard about the mode of fending the Prifo- 
w < 

ners to New Work. The 
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The Committee of Claims reported that there is gff 

To Georpe Kennedy, on fundry certificates by 

him produced the fum of 42 7-1 Dollars, of which 
33B.9 Dollars being for Rifles, See. furmfhed to 

Captain Morgan’s Company of Riflemen from Vir¬ 

ginia, ought to be charged to faid Company, and 

the remainder to the Continent. 

Ordered, 
That the fame be paid* 

Refolved, 
That a Committee of five be appointed 

to bring in a refolution refpeftmg the exportation 

of Naval Stores for the public fervice. 

The Members chcfen, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Lewis, 

Mr. Ward, Mr. Paine, and Mr. S. Adams. 

Adjourned to ten oJ clock to-monow. 

Wednesday, February 7. 1776. 
Feb. 7. 

Refolved, 
That an order be drawn on the Trea- 

furers in favour of Peter Webbers, an Expreis, for 

the fum of 8 Dollars, for the time he has been 

detained in town* 

Two Letters from Lord Sterling, dated the 2d 

and 5th of this Month, with fundry Papers enclof- 

ed, were read. 

Refolved, 
That the fame be referred to a Com- 

riiittee of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Chafe, 

and Mr. Wythe• 

Mr. Rutledge, 

The 
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The Congrefs took into confideration the report 

of the Committe on the Letter from the Committee 

of Safety for Neiv-Jerfey> refpefting the Prifoners, 
and after debate, 

Refolved, 

That the fame be re-committed to the 
Committee who brought it in, and to the Committee 

appointed to take an account of the prifoners. 

That it be an inffruction to the Committee to 

examine the Capitulations entered into with the 

I lifoneis at tne time of their furrender, to have 

the Paroles of the Officers taken, to order them to 

their refpeclive places of refidence, to fee that the 

Capitulations be duly obferved, and the Orders of 

Congrefs refpedling the Prifoners punctually carried 

into execution, and finally to make a return to Con¬ 

grefs of the Paroles of the Officers, their Names 

and Places of refidence, and alfo the number of 
Privates and where placed. 

As only three of the former Committees are now 

prefent, viz. Mr. Adams, Mr. M’Kean, and Mr. 
Smith. 

Refolved, 

That two more be added. 

The Members chofen,Mr. Wilfon and MrdVolcott. 
Refolvedy 

That an order be drawn on the Trea- 

furers in favour of Mr. James Meafe, for the fum 

of 10,000 Dollars, for the ufe of the Battalions 

oideied to be railed in Pcunfylyaiiiciy he to be ac¬ 
countable. 

That 
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That alike order be drawn in favour of the Na- Feb. 7. 

val Committee, for the fum of 20,000 Dollars, to'^^r>v-/ 

enable them to difcharge the debts by them con- 

trailed, the faid Committee to be accountable. 

That the fum of 250,000 Dollars be fent to the 

Pay-Mailer General for the ufe of the Army at 

Cambridge. 

The Committee on the Letters from Reading 

reported, that they have had a conference with 

David Franks, Efq. Agent to the Contractors for 

victualling the King’s Troops, who fays he will 

order rations to be iifued to the Prifoners lately 

brought to Reading, whereupon 

Refolved, 

That D. Franks, Efq. be permitted to 

viClual the Prifoners at Reading, and to fell his 

Bills to defray the expence thereof. 

That directions be given to Henry Holler to fur- 

niih faid Prifoners with fuel and other necefTaries. 

A Memorial from Murray, Sanfom, & Co. Jacob 

Watfbn, and Frederic Rhinelander of the City of 

New-Fork, \^ls prefented to Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, 
1 _ • 

That the fame be referred to a Com¬ 

mittee of three. 

- 

The Members chofen, Mr. Lee, Mr. Nelf on, and 
Mr. Read. 

A Petition of Pierre UFarcyue being prefented 

to Congrefs and read, 

Refolved, 

j 
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F'h- 7- Refolved, 

That it be referred to the fecret Com-' 
mittee. 

Rcfolvcdy 

"I hat a Committee of three be ap~ 
pointed to examine the Journals and report a lift 
of the matters yet unfinished. 

The Members chofen, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr, 
Duancy and Mr. Smith. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, February 8. 1776. 

Feb. 8. Rcfolvcdy v ' f 

Vyvr TIiat the Money voted yefterday be fent 

to the Pay-Mafber General, under the care of Co¬ 
lonel Sully and two other trufly perfons. 

The Treafurers tranfmitted to Congrefs an ac-^ 

count of fundry draughts by them paid, viz. 

*775h 
jdug. 23. One in favour of John Meafe by General 

Wafjingioily for 266 § Dollars. 

Nov, 27. One in favour of Dr. Frankliriy by James 

IVarreny for 711 1 Dollars. 
1776. 

Feb, 2. One in favour of Cox and Furmany by 

ditto, for 1000 Dollars. 

Feb. 6. One in favour of John Beaney by ditto, 

for 750 Dollars. 
Ordcredy 

That the above fums be charged to the 

account of James Warren, the Pay-Maftcr General, 

Refolvedy 
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Refclved, Feb. $• 

,s That a Committee of three be appoint-'^vv^ 

ed to contract with a proper perfon to fupply Co- 

Jonel Wayne's Battalion with the rations allowed 

them. 

Alfo with a proper Perfon to fupply the Pennfyl- 

vcinia Troops on the weft fide of the Sufqnehannahj 

and with a proper perfon to fupply the Battalion 

ordered to be raifed in the Counties on Delaware, 

while in that Government. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Morton, Mr. Lewis, 

and Mr. IVilfon. 

The Committee of Claims reported that thci^e is 

due, 
To Tench Tilghman, for efcorting Money from 

Philadelphia to General Schuyler, the lum o£ 

2 8 6.9 Dollars. 
-To Azariah Dunham on fundry Certificates for 

provifions to feveral Rifle Companies, 25.8 

Dollars. 

To Melchior Ming, for Waggon hire in carrying 

Money to Cambridge, the fum of 7 6 Dollars. 

To Mofes Gale, for the entertainment of Captain 

Cluggageh Company of Rifle-men, 9.7 Dollars 

to be paid to Henry IVifncr, Efq. 

-To John B. Scotty for expences in condtufting Ge¬ 

neral Prefcot from Trenton to Philadelphia) 

14.3 Dollars. 

To George Banner, for Waggon hire in carrying 

Money from Philadelphia to General Schuyler, 

laft November, 39 Dollars. 
To 

\ 

\ 
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Dennis Sneeden, for ferriage, provifions, 8cc* 
the Turn of 50.6 Dollars, to be paid to John 

rflfop) Efq. 

To Jeffc Jones, for Horfe hire, 8.7 Dollars, to be 
paid to Mr. Dealing. 

To Mark Bird for neceiTaries to Prifoners, 58-10 
Dollars. 

To George Meade and Co. on feveral Certificates, 

104.4 Dollars, of which 99.2 being for Pvifles 

furnifhed Captain H. Stevenfon*s Company ought 

to be charged to faid Company. 

Ordered, 

That the above Accounts be paid. 

The Committee farther reported, that Mr. 

McKean had laid before them an account of the ap¬ 

plication of 40 Dollars put into his hands by Con- 

grefs, by which it appears that there remains in 

his hands the fum of 1 5.4 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the fame be paid to Timothy Mat- 

lack, he to be accountable. 

The Committee on the difpofition of the Prifon¬ 

ers reported the form of a Parole to be figned by 

the Officers, which being read was agreed to, as 

follows. 

# 

I being made a Prifoner of War 

by the Army of the Thirteen United Colonies in 

North-America,^ do promife and engage, on my 

word and honour, and on the faith of a Gentle¬ 

man, to depart from hence immediately to 

in the Province of being the place 

of 
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of my eledlion, and there, or within fix miles^^^^ 

thereof, to remain during the prefent War between 

Great Britain and the faid United Colonies, 01 

until the Congrefs of the faid United Colonies, oi 

the AlTembly, Convention, or Committee or Coun- 

cil of Safety of the faid Colony, {hall order othei- 

wife j and that I will not directly or indireftly, give 

any intelligence whatloever to the enemies oi the 

United Colonies, or do or fay any thing in oppo¬ 

sition to, or in prejudice of, the meafures and 

proceedings of any Congrefs for the faid Colonies, 

during the prefent troubles, or until I am duly ex¬ 

changed or difcharged. 

Given under my Hand, this day ot A. D. 

The Secret Committee, to whom the Petition of 

Mr. Pierre VFarque was referred, brought in their 

report, whereupon 

Refolvedy 
Mr. Pierre VFarque be permitted to 

load the Sloop, in which he imported a fmall 

quantity of Powder and Arms, with the produce 

of thefe Colonies (horned cattle, fheep, hogs, 

poultry, and lumber for making calks excepted) and 

export the fame to 71Martinique • And that the laid 

Mr. Pierre VFarque do take every polhble precau¬ 

tion to avoid all Britijh men of war and cutters on 

the Voyage, and ufe his utmoft endeavours to im¬ 

port into thefe Colonies the Powder and Aims men¬ 

tioned in his Memorial, and propofed to be im¬ 

ported by him. 

The Committee on the Memorial of Savfiiny 

C Murray, 
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{jjh Murray, and Co. See. brought in their report^ 

which was read, and ordered to lie on the Table. 

A Memorial from the Committee of Safety for 

Pennfylvania, refpefting the erefting of Powder- 

Mills, was prefented to Congrefs and read, 

Ordered to lie on the Table. 

Refolved, 

That an Order be drawn on the Trea- 
.iUi ers in ravour or Dohicky Arundel, for the rum 

of ioo Dollars, and that he be directed immedi¬ 
ately to repair to General Schuyler. 

That a quarter calk of Powder be delivered to 

captain Craig of Colonel St. Clairs Battalion, for 
the ufe of his Company, 

That the fum of 12,000 Dollars be advanced 

*o the Convention or Committee of Safety for 

Neiu-York> for the ufe of the four Battalions or¬ 

dered to be railed .there ; that the fame be tranf- 

mitted by the Delegates of that Colony, the faid 

Convention or Committee of Safety to be account¬ 
able. 

A Memorial from Dr. Connolly, together with a 

Letter from Dr. Benjamin Rufh, refpefling the hate 

of faid Connolly % health, was prefented to Congrefs 
and read, whereupon 

Refolved, 

That the faid J. Connolly be allowed at 

fuliable times to walk in the Prifon-yard or hall, 

the Goal keeper taking elpecial care to prevent his 

cl cape. The 
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The Inhabitants of Richmond County in the Co- Feb. 8. 

lony of New York, having refufed to fend Depu,-^V 

tics to reprefent them in Provincial Convention, 

and othgrwife manifeftecl their enmity and oppoliti- 

on to the fyftem and meafures adopted for pre- 

ferving the liberties of America, and as a juft pu- 

nifhment for their inimical conduct, the Inhabitants 

of that Colony, having been prohibited by the Con¬ 

vention from all intercourfe and dealings with the 

Inhabitants of the faid County, and this Congrefs 

being informed by the Committee of Safety of 

that Colony, that the Freeholders of the faid 

County did afterwards, without any opposition, 

cleft Deputies to reprefent them in Provincial 

Convention, but as the proceedings againft them 

had been fubmitted to the conlideration of Con¬ 

grefs, it was apprehended the Deputies could not 

be received, until the fenfe of Congrefs thereupon 

fhould be communicated. 

Refolvedy therefore 
That it be referred to thp 

faid Provincial Convention to take fuch meafures 

refpeding the admiffion of the Deputies, and re¬ 

voking the Interdict againft the Inhabitants of laid 

County, as they {hall judge moft expedient, pro¬ 

vided that the faid Deputies and major part of the 

Inhabitants of faid County fhall fubferibe the Afto- 

ciation entered into in that Colony. 

Refolvedy 

That Monday the 19th day of this 

Month be affigned for Dr. Smith to deliver a Fu- 

neral Oration in honour of General Mont gome) y? 

and of thofe Officers and Soldiers who fo magnani- 

* 1 moufly 

Safer" ■ 

:\v; * 
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^•monfly fought and fell with him in maintaining the 

Principles of American Liberty* 

Adjourned to ten o’clock To-morrow. 

Priday, February 9. 1776. 

Feb. 9. Mr. Elbridge Gerry, ojie of the Delegates for 

MaJ(fachufetts-Bay, appeared and took his feat in 

Congrefs, whereupon the Certificate of their Ap-< 

pointment and Powers was read, as follows : 

u In Council, January 18. 1776. 

Whereas John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John 

Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry, 

Efqu ires, have been chofen by joint ballot of the 

two Houfes of Afiembly, to reprefent the Colony 

of Majjachufctts-Bay in New England, in the Ame¬ 

rican Congrefs, until the firfi: day of January, 

A. D. 1777. 

Refolvedy 

That they, or any one or more of them, 

are hereby fully empowered with the Delegates 

from the other American Colonies to concert, di¬ 

rect, and order fuch farther meafures, as fhall to 

them appear belt calculated for the eftablifhment, 

of Right and Liberty to the American Colonies, 

upon a Balls permanent and fecure, againft the 

Power and Art of the Britijh Adminiftration, and 

guarded again!! any future encroachments of their 

Enemies, with power to adjourn to fuch times and 

places. 
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places, as {hall appear moft conducive to the Pub-^^9- 

lie fafety and advantage. 

Read and accepted. Sent down for Concurrence. 

John Lowell, Dcp.Scc. pro tem. 

In the House of Representatives, January 

l8. 1776. 

Head and concurred. And the Secretary is 

hereby directed, as foon as may be, to iignify to each 

of thofe Gentlemen their appointment, with an at- 

tefted Copy of this Order, Sent up for concur 1 ence* 

James Warren, Speaker• 

In Council, January> 18.1776# 

Head and concurred. 

John Lowell, Dep. Sec. pro tem. 

A true Copy, 

Attejl. Perez Morton, Dep. Sec. 

Sundry Letters being received, were laid before 

Congrefs and read, viz. 

Two from General Wajbington, of the 24th and 

30th of January, enclosing a copy of one to Gene¬ 

ral Schuyler, 27th January, and a number of in¬ 

tercepted Letters. 

1 

Three 
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Wdj Three from General Schuyler, 29th and gill: 
* January, and id of February, enclofing copies of 

two Letters from Colonel Arnold, and fundry other 
Papers» 

' / 

Gne from Governor Trumbull, 3d February, with 
fundry Papers enclofed, 

Jlcfolvedy 

That the foregoing Letters be referred 
to a Committee of five. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Chafe, Mr. J. Adams, 

Mr. Peiyn, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Rutledge. 

Two Letters from the Convention of New Jer- 

fey, of the 6th of February were read. 
r 

The one refpe&ing Tea* referred far caniidera- 
ttion to Monday next. 

The other recommending perfons for Field Offi¬ 

cers of the third Battalion, ordered to ben-aifed in 

that Colony. Whereupon the Congrefs proceeded 
to election, and, 

/ 

Elias Day ton was elected Colonel. 

jhithony Walton Whitey Lieutenant-ColoneL 

Francis Barbery Major. 

A Memorial from Mr. Kirkland was preferred 
to Congrefs and read, 

Ordered tv lie on the table« 

•The 
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The Congrefs taking into confideration the rt-Feb- 9* 

port of the Committee on the fecond Memorial of ’ ■ 
■Sanfom, Murray and Company, &c. 

Refolved, 

That the Memorialifts be permitted to 

inake fale of their cargo of Wheat, in Connecticut) 

or elfe to proceed on their original voyage to Fal¬ 

mouth in England, and a market under the office 

papers and clearances, with which the faid veffiel 

failed with from Aew-Tork in September laft, add 

alfo fubjeft to the former reftri<5b‘ons of Congrefs 

refpe<fting the appointment of a Commander, 

The Congrefs being informed of the arrival of 

feme Arms, Powder and Saltpetre. 

Refolved, 

That the Committee appointed on the 

13th of laft month to purchafe the Saltpetre then 

imported, &c. be directed and impowered to take 

every neceffary meafure to have the Saltpetre now 

arrived manufactured into Gun-powder with all 

pofiible expedition* 

That two tons of the Powder now arrived, be¬ 

longing to the United Colonies, be delivered to the 

Committee of Safety for Pennfylvaniay in part of 

the Powder borrowed of them. 

That one ton of faid Powder be delivered to the 

Delegates of North Carolina, in confequeoce of a 

former order of Congrefs, which has not yet been 

com plied with. 

That the Committee appointed for manufac¬ 

turing 
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Feb. 9. turing the Saltpetre into Gun-powder be direfled 

enquire into the hate and quantity of the Arms, 

Powder and Saltpetre now arrived, and report to 

Congrefs. 

A Memorial from Stacy Hepburn was pr.efented 

to Congrefs and read. 

Refolvedy 

That it be referred to a Committee of 

three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. M‘Kean3 Mr. Nelfon> 

and Mr. Penn. 

A djourned to ten o’clock on Monday next. 

Monday, February 12, 1776. 

Fab. 12. » / 
A letter from General Leey dated the 9th Inft. 

being received, was read, wherein he informs, that 

a tranfport with troops was arrived at New-fork, 

that more might be expefled, and therefore that a 

farther reinforcement was neceffary to fecure and 

defend that place, whereupon, 

Refolved9f 
That it be recommended to the Con¬ 

vention or Committee of Safety of New Jafey 

immediately to fend detachments of their Minute 

Men equal to a Battalion, under proper Officers, 

to New-York, there to be under the command of 

Major General Lee. 

That it is alfo recommended to the Committee 

of Safety for Pennfylvania} immediately to fend 
detachments 

r 

1 
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detachments of the four Battalions of Adociatois 

in Philadelphia to New-York, there to put them- 

felves under the command of Genet al Leo* 

Refolvedy 
That the Colonels of tile Battalions 

ordered to be raifed in Pennfylvaniay be directed 

to make an immediate return to Congrefs of the 

men inlifted, the places where they now are, and 

the manner in which they are appointed. 

Refolvedy 
That the Secret Committee be directed 

to fend to New-York one ton of the Powder be¬ 

longing to the United Colones, and that the fame 

be delivered to the order of General Pee* 

That the faid Committee be empowered to pur- 

chafe for the ufe of the United Colonies, on the 

bed: terms they can, what Powder and Arms ar¬ 

rive, belonging to private perfons, and that they 

furniih with good Arms fuch of the three re:n«tm— 

ing Companies of the firft Pennfylvama Battalion 

deftined for Canada, as may want them, in order 

that they may immediately proceed on their march, 

Refolvedy 
That fifty tons of Saltpetre be deli¬ 

vered by the Secret Committee to the Committee 

of Safety for Pennfylvaniay who are requefled to 

have the fame manufactured into Gun-powder in 

the cheapeft and mod expeditious manner, and 

that this Congrefs will confirm any contracts made 

for the above purpofe. 

* That ten tons of S^Jtpetre be by them fent to 

Mr. y. B% Livingjlon’s mill in the Colony of New- 
D York, 
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Fd. [2. York, and that Mr. Livingjlon be defired to manu- 

faciure it into Powder as foon as poffible, and to 

enlarge his works, if it can conveniently be done. 

That ten tons of Saltpetre be alfo by them fent 

to the Council of the Colony of Majjachufetts-Bay± 

arid that they be defired to have it manufactured 

into Gun-powder, with all poflible expedition, and 

lent to General Wajhington for the ufe of the army 

under his command. 

Rcfolved, 

That it he recommended to the Com¬ 

mittee of InfpeClion for the County of Chejler to 

aid Colonel Wayne in procuring Blankets for his 

Battalion. 

The Congrefs being informed that a Gentleman 

was arrived from Canada, who had matters of im¬ 

portance to communicate. 

Ordered, 

That the Committee of Correfpondence 

confer with him and report to Congrefs* 

y. ' ■ } ' 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morroW. 

Tuesday, February 13, 1776. 

Refolvedy 

That ah order be drawn on the Trea- 

furers in favour of John Chapman, for the fum of 

eight hundred Dollars, to dilcharge a draught of 

the Pavinaher General, in favour of William 

Thompfon, Efq; dated the 18th of December lafl, 

and that the fame be charged to the account of the 

Pay-aiafter General.. Sundry 

\ 

Feb. 13* 



FEBRUARY, 1776. 

Sundry Letters being received were read, viz. ^ 

One from the Convention of New Jrrfey, dated 

the roth, and one from Meflrs. Dayton and Barber 

of the 12th of this month. 

One from Captain John Neville dated Pittjhurgh 

February iff, and one from John Gibfon, dated 

20th of January lad. 

Refolved, 
That the two laft .letters be referred to 

the Committee on the Indian .Affairs in the middle 

department. 

That a Committee of Three be appointed to 

take into conhderation the two former letters. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Smithy Mr. Bartletty 

and Mr. Adams. 

Refolvtdy 
That an order for eight thoufand Dol¬ 

lars be drawn on the Treafurers in favour of the 

Committee of Safety for the three Lower Counties 

on Delawarey for the fum of 8000 Dollais, foi the 

ufe of the Battalion railing in that government, the 

faid Committee to be accountable. 

That an order for ten thoufand Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of James Meafey 

for the ufe of the Bennfylyania Battalions, he to be 

accountable. 

\ 

That Mr. Meafe be direfted to fupply the Troops 
ii> 
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^3-m the Barracks near Philadelphia, with wooden 

bowls, buckets and other necefiaries. 

Refolvedy 

That it be recommended to the Com¬ 

mittee of Safety for Pennfylvania, in cafe the Bar- 

lacks neai Philadelphia cannot contain all the troops 

railed in faid Colony, that they caufe part of them 

to be quartered in the Pefl-houfe and old Gaol of 
this City. 

Refolved, 

That an order be drawn on the Trea- 

furers, in fayour of Colonel Bull, for the fum of 

one hundred and fifty Dollars, to defray his ex- 

pence's in carrying money to Cambridge, he to be 
accountable. 

The Committee on the Petition of Stacy Hepburn 

brought in their report, which was agreed to as 
folio ws: 

V 

That the faid Petitioner be permitted to load the 

Sloop Dolphin with the produce of thefe Colonies, 

(xivc flock and lumber for making calks excepted^) 

and to tranfport the fame to *.Hifpaniola, he pro- 

mifing to ufe his utmoif endeavours to remit the 

amount of faid Cargo in Military Stores, into fome 

port of this Continent as foon as poffible. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Refolu- 

tion for the Exportation of Naval Stores brought 

in the fame, which was agreed to as follows : 

Refolved., 

1 hat when Naval Stores {hall be wanted 

hi 2my or the United Colonies, the Afiembly, 

Convention, 
v_- I \ 

. . *! 

- v, , , „. ; \ 
i •* u 

/ 

■t 



I 

Convention, or Committee of Safety of fuch Co- Feb. 13. 

lony, may intrufl a proper Perfon or Perfons to v“ 

import the fame, taking fufificient fecurity, of him 

or them, that they will faithfully ufe their beffc 

endeavours to import the fame into fuch Port or 

Ports as the faid Afiembly, Convention, or 

Committee of Safety {hall direft, and as much as 

pofiible to avoid all Britifb men of war and cut¬ 

ters, giving him or them, a certificate or certifi¬ 

cates of the Naval Stores wanted, and alfo of his 

having given the faid Security : And that it be re¬ 

commended to the Convention, Council of Safe¬ 

ty, and Committees of Obfervation and Inflection 

of N01 ~th-Carolina upon receiving fuch certificates, 

to permit the Perfon or Perfons producing the 

fame, to export to the Colony applying for the 

fame, the Naval Stores wanted by fuch Colony. 

That it be further recommended to the faid 

Convention, Council of Safety and Committees of 

Infpedtion, and Obfervation in North-Carolina to 

give permiffion to fuch vefiels, as may have arriv¬ 

ed in that Colony for thofe articles, or fuch of the 

vefiels belonging to that Colony, as they may 

think proper, to export Naval Stores to any of the 

United Colonies, taking fecurity as in. the other 

cafes above mentioned. 

Refolved, 

That the Pay and Subfiftance of two of 

the Battalions ordered to be railed in the Colony 

of Virginia, commence from the firfi: Day of No¬ 

vember laft *, from which time they have been in 

actual fervice. 
The 

FEBRUAR Y, 1776 
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Jw' 3* ^ie Convention of Virginia having reeommen- 

Perfons for Field Officers of the fix Battalions 

•ordered to be raifed in that Colony, the Congrefs 

proceeded to an Ele&ion, when 
* \ V v\ ' i % 

Pat lick Henry, Efq; was elected Colonel of the id: 
Battalion, 

William Chrijlian> Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel of do. 

Frank Eppes, Efq; Major - - do. 

William Woodford,, Efq; Colonel of the 2d Battalion, 

Charles Scott, Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel do- 

Alexander Spotswood, Efq; Major do. 

Hugh Mercer, Efq; Colonel of the 3d Battalion. / | 

George Weedon, Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel do. 

Thomas Marjhall, Efq; Major - do. 

Adam Stephen, Efq; Colonel of the 4th Battalion, 

Ifaac Reade, Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel do. 

Robert Lawfon, Efq; Major - do. 

miham Peachey, Elq; Colonel of the 3 th Battalion* 

William Crawford,, Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel of do. 

Parker, Efq; Major - do, 

Mordecai Buckner, Efq; Colonel of the 6th Batta¬ 
lion, 1 / 

Thomas Elliott, Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel of do. 

fames Hendricks, Efq; Major - do* 

Ordered, 

X' V ; ;•> ' U 
) That the Prefident fill up Commiflions 

to the above Officers, and that he fend blank Com- 

millions to the Convention of Virginia to be by 

them filled up with the Names of the Officers ap¬ 

pointed by them in the faid Battalions, under the 

Piank of a Major. 

Refolved\ 
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Refolved, 1 3* 
That the Deputy Mutter Matter Gene-^^ 

fal be directed to mutter the Battalion raifed in the 

three Lower Counties on Delaware, and alio tliofe 

raifed in Pennfylvania, and make return to Con- 

grefs. 

Refolved, 
That a Committee of five be appointed 

to confider into what Departments the middle and 

fouthern Colonies ought to be formed, in order that 

the Military Operations of the Colonies may be 

carried on in a regular and fyttematic Manner. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wilfon, 

Mr. Penn, Mr. Harrifon and Mr. Alexander. 

Refolved> 
That an Order be drawn on the Trea^- 

furers in favour of the Delegates of l irginia for 

the Sum of 20,000 Dollars for the Ufe of the Bat¬ 

talions, ordered to be raifed there, the Conven¬ 

tion of that Colony to be accountable. 

Refolved, 

That Mr. McKean be defired to reoAucfc 

the Committee of Infpe&ion and Obfervation for 

the City and Liberties of Philadelphia not to pro¬ 

ceed in patting any cenfures on the Venders, and 

Ufers of Tea, till further orders from Congrefs. 

Refolved, 

That the Detachments marching from 

Philadelphia to New-York, under the Command of 

Colonel Dickinfon be allowed for Subfittance while 

on their March, the Sum of One Dollar* and one 
Third 
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^•13^ Third of a Dollar per Week for each of the Pri- 

' vates, and Non-cemmiffioned Officers, and that 

the Commiffioned Officers be allowed in Propor¬ 

tion according to the Rations allotted to them, and 

that they receive the fame Pay as the four Pennfyl- 

vania Battalions, from the Time they begin their 
March. 6 

Y 

lhat a Committee of three be appointed to con- 

fider the befi Method of fubfffiing the Troops in 

New-Tork) and what Sum of Money it will be ne- 

neceffiary to fend thither, and alfo what Sum 

ought to be advanced to Colonel Dickinfon. 

The Members chofen Mr. Sherman, Mr. Duane 

and Mr. Wi If on. 

A P etition from. Mr. Bernard Romans was pre~ 

fented to Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, ■v . 
That it be recommended to the Con¬ 

vention of New-York to pay Mr. Bernard Romans 

up to the 9th Day of the prefent Month. 

Refolved, 

That an Order for 600 Dollars be drawn 

on the Treafurers in favour of Samuel Fairlamb 

(who has contracted to fupply Colonel Wayne's Bat¬ 

talion, quartered in and near Chejler at the Rate of 

Seven Ninetieths of a Dollar per Pvation) to enable 

him to execute his Contract, he to be accountable. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Ad- 

drefs to the Inhabitants of the United Colonies, 

brought in a Draught which was read. 

Orderedy 



FEBRUARY, 1776. 

Ordered to lie on the Table• Feb. 

33 

Refolvedy 

That Captain Gordon upon giving his 

Parole, be permitted, while he remains in Town, 

to viiit General prefect at proper feafens. 

V1 < ' 

Adjourned to ten occlock to-morrow. 

N. N 4' .) 

Wednesday, February 14, 1776. 

\ Refolvedy 

That two of the Brafs Six Pounders at 

New-Tork belonging to the United Colonies, be 

Tent to Virginia for the Ufe of the Forces there* 

Sundry Letters being received were read. 

One from General Schuyler of the 7th of this 

Month. 

One from General Woofler of 29 Jannaryy and 

one from General Arnold of 24th of faid Month. 

Refolvedy 

That the foregoing Letters with the Pa¬ 

pers enclofed, be referred to a Committee of three* 

The Members chofen, Mr. JVythey Mr. /. A~ 

dams and Mr. Chafe. 

A Letter from the Committee of Amboy dated 

loth of this Month, was read and* referred for 

conlideration till to-morrow. 

E The 
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teb. 14. The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

~v~“'due, 
f 1 

To John Ware for conducing a French Gentle¬ 

man from Harwich Townfhip in Sujfex County 

to Philadelphia, the fum of 13. 2 Dollars. 

• > \ '■ - , f • 

Ordered that the famt he paid. 

; # >v ] 
Application being made by feme of the Mafter 

Oai penters employed in building the Continental 

Fiigates to icme IVlembers of this Houfb, inform¬ 

ing that about fifty of their Journeymen and Ap¬ 

prentices had engaged as Voluntiers to march with 

the Battalion of AfToeiators for New-York, and 

that their Zeal for the public Service was fuch3 

that they cannot be perfuaded to defift by any ar¬ 

guments or influence of faid Builders. 

Refolvedy 

That the Spirit and Zeal of the faid 

journeymen and Apprentices is highly approved of 

by Congrefs, but neverthelefs it is the Opinion of 

this Congrefs, that the Public will be more efTenti- 

ally ferved by their continuing at work on the faid 

Continental Frigates, and that therefore all the 

Carpenters journeymen and Apprentices employed 

as aforefaid be reepuefted to remain in that Ser-* 

vice, as there is no doubt but other AfToeiators will 

complete the Number wanted* 

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Committee of 

tbe Whole, to take into confideration the Report 

of .the Committee on the Regulations and Reftric- 

tions under whicli the Ports fhoulti be opened after 

the 

t 
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the firft Day of March next, and after fome thne ^-H- 

fpent thereon, the Prefident refumed the Chair, ^ 

and Mr. Ward reported that the Committee had 

taken into confideration the Matter referred to 

them, but not having come to a conclufion, edit¬ 

ed leave to lit again. 

Refolved, 
That this Congrefs will to-morrow re- 

folve itfelf into a Committee of the Whole, to take 

jnto farther confideration the Report of the Com¬ 

mittee on the Reftricftions and Regulations of Trade 

after the firft of March next. 

The Committee of Correfpondence, who were 

ordered to confer with the Gentleman from Cana¬ 

da, brought in their Report which was read. 

Refolved, 
That the Confideration thereof be re¬ 

ferred till to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to confider the bell 

Method of fubfifting the Troops in New-Tork, laid 

their report on the Table. 

<r 
Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, February 15, 1776* 

Refolved, 
That the Secret Committee deliver One Feb. i$ 

hundred and fifty Stand of Arms to Colonel Max-K "v 

well, for.the Ufe of fuch of the Companies of his 

Battalion as want them, in order 

immediately proceed to Canada, 

that they may 

The 
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v_Committee to whom the Letters from the 

Convention of Neiv-Jerfey, and from the Field 

Officers of the third Battalion, ordered to be raifed 

in that Colony, were referred, brought in their 

report, which* was read and agreed to as follows : ' 
Refolved, 

That Colonel Heard be dire fled to fur- 

nifh Colonel Dayton with fuch of the Arms lately 

brought from Long-IJland, as are or may be fit for 

Jervice, or lb many of them as Colonel Dayton 
may defire. 

ihat 30,000 Dollars be advanced to Thomas 

Lczvrty on account; and that he be fully authoriz¬ 

ed to procure all necefiaries (except arms) ordered 

by Congrefs, for the three Battalions raifed or to 

be raifed in the Colony of Nexv-Jerfey. 

That the Convention or Committee of Safety of 

Nexv-Jerfey be allowed from the Continental 

Stock, half a ton of powder, out of which they 

aie to x e-pay what has been borrowed from Eliza- 

beth-To-wn, Somerfet, IVoodbrrdge, and Bnitif-wkk. 

JTL..C to tne fame Convention or Committee of- 

Safety be advanced the further Sum of 5000 Dol¬ 

lars for the Purpofe of compleating the three Bat¬ 

talions there with Arms, which they are defired to 

accomplifh with all poflible expedition. 

Refolved, 

That two tons of the Powder belonging 

to the Continent be delivered to the Delegates of 

Virginia for the Ufe of the Forces in that Colony. 

Sundry 
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Sundry letters by Colonel Ritzcma being receiv- Feb. 15- 

cd were read, viz. 

One from General dated the iith, and one 

from General Schuyler of the 4th of this Month, 

with one from General Woofter of the 27th Janna- 

ry. 

Refilvedy 

That the laid Letters be referred to the 

Committee to whom the Letters received yefterday 

were referred, and that the laid Committee be di¬ 

rected to confer with Colonel Ritzcma, and report 

to Congrefs* 

Information being received that General Clinton 

was gone from New-York, the Congrefs came to 

the following Refolution : 

The Congrefs have a proper Senfe of the Spirit 

and Patriotifm of the AiTociators of the City and 

Liberties of Philadelphia, in cheerfully offering 

and preparing to march, in order to affift in the 

Defence of Ncw-Tork; but as the Danger, which 

occafioned an Application for their fervicc, is at 

prefent over, 

Rejclved, 

That their march to New-York- be fuf- 

Refolvedy 

That a Paymafter be appointed for the 

Troops in Virginia?^ and that his pay be 50 Dol¬ 

lar § per Month. 

The 
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^1C Congrefs then proceeded to the Election, 

and Benjamin Harrifon> jun. of Berkley was chof- 
en. 

: 1 ■■ . ■ . / ' ■ 

The Congrefs taking into confideration the Re¬ 

port of the Committee of Correfpondence, 
Refolvedy 

That a Committee of three, (two of 

horn to be Members of Congrefs) be appointed to 

repair to Canada, there to purfue fuch Inftrunions 

as fhali be given them by Congrefs. 

The Members chofen, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, 

Mr. S. Chafe, and Mr. C. Carroll of Carrollton. 
Refolvedy 

That Mr. Carroll be requefeed to pre¬ 

vail on Mr. John Carroll to accompany the Com¬ 

mittee to Canada, to afiift them in fuch matters as 

they fhail think ufeful. 
, v i , • ./ 

That this Congrefs will make Provifion to de¬ 

fray any expences which may attend this meafure. 

Refolvcd, 

That eight tons of Powder be immedi¬ 

ately fent to Canada> for the Ufe of the Forces 

there. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due, 

To Richard Smith for provifions furnifhed by 

fundry perfons in New-York Government to 

Captain Rofs’s Company of Riffle Men* the 

Sum of 28. 8. Dollars. 

To 

1 7 

tr 
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To Michael Connolly on account of expcnccs in Feb.ip 

bringing the Wk>men and Children belonging to 

the 26th and 7th Regiment from Efopus to Rea¬ 

dings the Sum of 1082. 8. Dollars. 

To Colonel Simes on account of cxpencds Iri 

bringing the Baggage of the 26th and 7 th Regi¬ 

ments from IValpack to Lancajler and feverai o- 

ther fmall expences, the Sum of 569 Dollars. 

To Thomas M(E?iry for 800 Canteen Straps, the 

Sum of 133 i Dollars. 

Ordered 

That the faid Accounts be paido 

The Committee to whom the Letter from the 

Committee of Safety of New-York of the 3d -of 

January, and the Letter from Governor Trumbull 

of the 6th of the fame Month were referred, 

brought in their report, which was taken into 

confideration, whereupon 

Refolved, 

That no farther works be erected on 

Martler’s rock, but that thofe already erected there 

be fupported and garrifoned* 

That a Fafcine Battery to mount heavy Cannon, 

not exceeding eighteen in number, be thrown up 

on the Gravel Hill eaftward of MartleHs rocky 

marked in the draught LL, fo as to command the 

Weft Point, the Pleach down the River from the 

Weft Point, and part of the Reach up the River ^ 

and that a convenient R.oad be opened from this 

Battery to the Barracks on MartleHs rock. 

'lhat a redoubt of earth and fafeines be built 011 

the Eminence on the Eaft Side 01 the River oppo- 

fttc 
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£te t0 tjie Weft pQ;nt marked ;n tjie draught A to 

mount thirty Guns* 

That it be recommended to the Convention or 

Committee of Safety of Ne-w-Tork to forward the 

Battery at Pooplbpen’s kill ; and that the faid Batte¬ 

ry be made of earth and fafcines, and to mount a. 

-Number or Guns, not exceeding forty. 

That fuch of the Continental Troops as are or 

may be Rationed at the aforefaid Places, be em¬ 

ployed in erecting thefe Works and Batteries under 
the Direction of the Engineer. 

jL.hat it be recommended to the Convention or 

Committee of Safety of New-York to profecute the 

Difcovery of the Lead Mine at Neiu Canaan, and 

that a Copy of the Report of Jofeph Hopkins to the 

General Affembly of Connecticut refpe&ing this 
Mine be fent to them. 

Tne Congress took into confederation the Re¬ 

port from the Committee of the whole Houfe, and 
after debate 

Rcfolvedy 

That the fame be re-committed. 
Rcfolved, 

1 hat this Congrefs will to-morrow 

morning refolve itfelf into a Committee of the 

Whole, to take into confideration the Propriety of 

opening the Ports, and the Reftri&ions and Regu¬ 

lations of the Trade of thefe Colonies after the lirfl 
of March next* 

Rcfolved\ 
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n ,, 7 FrJ- J5' Refolved, 
That the Committee on ways and" 

means to procure Cannon, be direfted to enquire 

what quantity of Brafs can be procured, apd that 

they be empowered to contract for the fame. 

Adjourned to nine o’clock to-morrow* 

Friday) February 16, 1776* 

Refolved, . . 
That the Secret Committee be directed 

to furnifh Colonel St. Clair’s Battalion with Arms, 

and that the Prefident write to Colonel St. Clair, 

and diredt him to ufe the utmoft Diligence in get¬ 

ting his Battalion ready, and to march the Compa¬ 

nies, one at a time, as faft as they can be got rea¬ 

dy, to Canada with all poffible expedition. 

The Committee appointed to make an efhmate 

of the Cannon wanted, for the Defence^ oi the 

Colonies, and to devife ways and means for pro¬ 

curing them, &c. brought in their report, which 

was read, and ordered to lie on the Table. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Con- 

grefs refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole, 

to take into confideration the propriety of opening 

the Ports, and the reftridlions and regulations of 

the Trade of thefe Colonies after the fil'd of March 

next, and after fome time the Prefident relumed 

the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the Com¬ 

mittee had taken into confideration the matter ic- 
p ferred 

' ’ ; 1 - 
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Fcl.m. ferred to their., but not having come to a conclu- 

^fion, defired him to move for leave to lit again. 

Rcfotved, 

fhat this Congrefs will, to-morrovir 

morning refolve itfelf into a Committee of the 

whole, to take into their farther conflderaflon the 

propriety of opening the Ports, and the reftric- 

tions and regulations of Trade after the firft of 
March nexu 

The Committee to whom General WaJljingtoti 

and General Schuyler's Letters were referred, laid 
their report on the Table. 

\ , 
Adjourned to ten o5cloch to-morrow0 

Saturday February iy, 1776. 

Feb. 17. Kefolved, 
That an order for ten thoufana Dol¬ 

lars be drawn on the Treafurers in favour of James 

Meafcy for the ufe of the Pennfylvania Battalions, 

he to be accountable. 

That Colonel James Irvine, of the fixth Penn¬ 

fylvania Battalion, be authorized and impowered 

to purchafe good Arms for the ufe of his Batta¬ 

lion, the price of the fame to be deduced out of 

the pay of the Men. 

The Committee on the Rate of the Treafury 

brought in a report which was read. 
» % 

Refslvedy 



FEBRUARY, 1776. 43 

mm. z' J 1 F<*b • 17. 
Refolvedy . , ^ 

That a {landing Committee or Tive be 

appointed for fuperintending the Treafury. 

That it be the budnefs of this Committee, 

To examine the accounts of the Treafureis, and 

from time to time report to Congrefs the date of 

the Treafury. 

-To condder of ways and means for fupplying 

Gold and Silver for the fupport of the Army in 

Canada. 

To employ and inftruft proper Perfons for li¬ 

quidating the public Accounts, with the difleient 

Paymaders and Commidaries in the- Continental 

fervice, and the Conventions, Committees ot Safety 

and others who have been or {hall be intruded 

with the public Money, and from time to time to 

report the date of fuch accounts to Congrefs. 

To fuperintend the emidion of Bills of Credit. 

To obtain from the different Ademblies and 

Conventions of the United Colonies, accounts of 

the number of Inhabitants in each Colony, acr 

cording to the refolution of Congrefs on that fub- 

je.cL 

The Members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Nclfotiy 

Mr. Gerry> Mr. Smith and Mr. J'V% 
9 

' Tbf 
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rile Congrefs taking into confider^tion the re¬ 

port of the Committee on the Treafury. 

Rcfolved, 
XYiat a faither fum of four Millions of 

jDv.;iAi s he emitted on the fame fecurity, as the 

2 j •.. j hti ctoioie emitted by Congrels have been. 

1 hat the Committee for fuperintending the Trea¬ 

ty he directed to conhder the numbers and de- 

nominations of the Bills, in which it will be proper 

to emit the above four Millions and report to Con¬ 
grefs. 

The Committee appointed to confider into what 

departments the middle and fouthern Colonies 

ought to be divided, brought in their report which 
was read. 

The Committee to whom fundry Letters from 

Brigadier General Arnold, Brigadier General Woo- 

fter> Major General Schuyler, and Major Genera! 

Lee were referred, brought in their report, which 

was taken into confideration, whereupon, 
Rcfolved., 
1 hat Major General Lee be direfled immediately 

to repair to Canada, and take command of the 

Army of the United Colonies in that Province. 

That Major General Schuyler be directed to re- 

pair, as loon as his health will permit, to New- 

Lork, and take the command of the forces and 

conduct the military operations there ; and that the 

Prefident inform him by exprefs of this arrange-* 

ment and the reafons that led to it. 

That 
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That it be recommended to the Convention or 17- 

Committee of Safety of New-York, to fupply Ge-V 

neral with a quantity of fuitable Cannon not 

exceeding twelve, and one or more Mortars, if to 

be had, with balls, Ihells, and other neceflaries for 

the liege or alfault of Quebec; and that they af- 

iifi: him in forwarding the fame with all poffiblc 

expedition. 

That the re giment of Canadians, the railing of 

which is mentioned in Brigadier General Arnold's, 

letter of the 12th of January laid, to have been 

put on foot by him, receive the fame pay and be 

fubjeft to the fame regulations as the other forces 

employed in Canada, and be accounted part of the 

number deligned to be railed for that fervice. 
v • I f 1 

That the appointment of Captain 

Ranfalier to be deputy Mu her Mailer General of 

the forces in Canada, be confirmed. 

That the appointment of John Haljlsd, Efq; to 

be CommilTary for the army before ^giebec^ be 

confirmed. -v 

That Major General Schuyler be direded to have 

provifions ftored in proper places near Hudfon s 

river, between Albany and the Highlands, to fupply 

fuch Troops as it may be nec diary to call out of the 

country. 

That the offer made by General Schuyler to pay 

at the rate of four Ihillings per day, for each of the 

fleas hired to forward the Pennfylvania and Nenj- 

' ' ' Jcrfey 
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.‘t't/''.Jerfey forces in their march to Canada, be com¬ 
plied with. 

That the Officers in the Continental Armies be 

enjoined to life their utmoft diligence in preventing 

every kind of plunder, and that all who fhall of¬ 

fend herein be punillied according to the ftridteft 
difeipline. 

That the refolves of Congrefs for encouraging 

Sutlers, to attend the army in Canada, he publifhed 

with the information that, hofiery, fhoes, coarfe 

linens, foap, rum, fugar, and wine are much wanted 
there. 

That a few Artificers fuch as armourers, fmiths* 

eaipentei s, liarnefs-makers and wheel* wrights, with 

proper perlons to jfupejrint.end them, be forthwith 
fpnt to Canada. 

That it be recommended to the Convention of 

t/cw-York) that fuch of the officers, who ferved 

# faithfully in Canada the lafb Campaign, as are willing 

to continue there, be preferred in the new levies 

of the Colony of New-York to others. 

Ttcfolved, 
That a Committee of three be chofen 

to prepare inftru&ions for the Committee ap¬ 

pointed to go to Canada. 

The Members defied, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Wythe 

and Mr. Cher man % 

Refolvedi 
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Rcfolvcdy 
That this Congrefs will, on Tuefday 

next, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole, 

to take into confideration the propriety of opening 

the Ports, and the refiriftions and regulations of 

Trade, after the fir ft of March next* 

Refolve dy 

That the Committee appointed to pur- 

chafe fundry articles of cloathing for the northern 

Army, be directed to contract for good fir on g 

fhoes for the Army in Canada. 

The Congrefs taking’into confideration the re¬ 

port of the Committee, on the method of fubfifiing 

the Troops in New-Cork, &c. 

Refolved> 

That the fum of thirty-five thoufand 
j 

Dollars, be advanced to the Convention^ or Com¬ 

mittee of Safety of New-Cork, lor the fupport of 

the troops employed in the defence of that Colony; 

the find Convention or Committee of Safety, to be 

accountable for the expenditure thereof, and that 

an order be drawn on the Treafurers for the above 

fum, in favour of the Delegates of that Colony, 

who are directed to forward the fiirne. 

That it be recommended to the Convention or 

Committee of Safety of New-Cork, to contract with 

proper perfons for fupplying the faid Troops with 

the rations allowed by Congrefs, and with fuel 

and other necefiaries, on the molt reafonabie terms 

in their power* 

% 

The 
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Fib. 17. The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due. 

On an Account exhibited by the Committee of Fre¬ 

deric County, Maryland, to be paid to S. Chafe, 

and W. Paca, Efqrs. the fum of 860.9 Dol- 

iars, of which 268.4 being for Rifles, &c. 

furnifhed Captain Creffap*s Company of Rifle- 

men, ought to be charged to the faid Company, 

and the remainder to the Continent/ 

To Nicholas Rower, for Waggon age, the fum of 

74-4* Dollars, and that the fame ought to be 

paid to Daniel Rower. 

Ordered, 

That the above Accounts be paid. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to Monday. 

Monday, February 19. 1776. 
Teh* Tp. 
/yV Met according to adjournment, and having at¬ 

tended the Oration delivered in honour of Gene¬ 

ral Montgomery, and of thofe Officers and Soldiers 

who magnanimoufly fought and fell with him, in 

maintaining the Principles of Liberty* 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Tu esday, February 20. 1776. 

Teh. 20. The Convention of Ncw-Jerfey having made a 

^^new choice of Delegates to reprefent that Colony 

in Co ngrefs, three of faid Delegates attending, 

produced their credentials, which were read as 

follows: “ hi 
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“ In 
\ 

Provincial Convention, 

Brunfwick, 14th February> 

New-jerfey, Feb. 20. 

1776. 

Refolved, on motion, unanimoufly, 

That William Livingjhn, John Be Hart, 

Richard Smith, John Cooper, and Jonathan Duh-n- 

fon Sergeant, Efquires, be Delegates to reprefent 

this Province in the Continental Congrefs, lot the 

fpace of one Year, or until others fhall be legally 

appointed in their dead, and that they or any 

three or more of them, have lull and ample 

power to confent and agree to ail meaiures which 

fuch Congrefs lliall deem neceflary -, and this Pro¬ 

vince bind themfelves to execute, to the utmoft of 

their Power, all Refolutions which the faid Con¬ 

grefs may adopt. And further, if the laid Con¬ 

grefs fliall think neceflary to adjourn, we do autho- 

rife our faid Delegates to reprefent and aft for this 

Province, in any one Congrefs to be held by virtue 

of fuch adjournments, during their delegation. 

A true Copy from the Minutes, 

Willi am Patterson, Secretary.” 

A Letter from General Lee, of the 17th inftant, 

was read. 

A Memorial from a number of the Inhabitants 

of Northumberland, in the Colony of Pennfylvania, 

with iix Papers therein encloled, was prelented to 

Congrefs and read. Alio, 

A Petition from fundry Inhabitants near PiltJ- 

burg, was prelented and read, 
G Refolved, 
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Feb. 20. Refohed, 

That the above Memorial and Petition 
be referred to a Committee of five. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Jfewes, Mr. IV. Li- 

vingfion, Mr. Paca, Mr. E. Rutledne, and Mr. 
Chafe. 

Lieutenant Brafber, who had.the orders of Ge~ 

heral Sc huyler to conduct a number of Canadian 

piifoneis to J\ew ferfey and Pennfylvania, having 

executed his orders, laid his inftru£lions before 

Congrefs, which were read. Alfo Mr. Shallus 

Quarter-Mafter of the firft Pennfylvania Battalion, 

having had orders to conduct certain Prisoners 

down from Kingjlon, and having executed liis or¬ 

ders, laid his infirudtions before Congrefs, which 
were read, 

Refolved, 

That thefe- be referred to the Committee 
on the Prifoners. 

Refolved, 

That the fecret Committe be directed to 

deliver to Colonel Maxwell, or order, twenty hand 

of Arms for the ufe of his Battalion, he to be ac¬ 
countable for the fame. 

The Congrefs took into confideration the report 

of the Committee on the ways and means of pro¬ 
curing Cannon, whereupon 

Refolved, 

That two hundred and fifty, twcTve 

pounders, fixty, nine pounders, and fixty-two, four 

pounders be purchafed for the ufe of thefe Colonies. 

That 
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That the Committee on the ways and means of Feb. 20. 

procuring Cannon be empowered to pui chafe 

contrail fox' making the lame. 

That, a new Member be added to that Com¬ 

mittee. 
y . * * 

The Member chofen, Mr. TV. Livingfton. 

/ j / ' * 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

. due, 
To Michael Connolly, expences for Waggon hire, 

carrying the Prifoners Baggage from Bethlehem 

to Reading, and his own expences four days, the 

fum of 160 Dollars. 

To Richard How ell, for tranfportation of Powder 

to Burlington, the fum of 34 JL Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the above Accounts be paid. 

Refolved, 

That Colonel Wayne be directed to 

march with his Battalion to New-Tork, and put 

himfelf under the command of General Lee? or the 

commanding Officer’ thei'e. 
/ 

The Congrefs being informed that two Prifoners 

taken at Chanihlee, and who had leave to ftay at 

‘ Newark in the Province of New Jerfey, on condi¬ 

tion of their making gun locks, for the ufe of the 

United Colonies, *re not employed in that work. 

Refolved, 

That the faid two Prifonei’s be ordered 

to Philadelphia^ and put under the direction of Mr. 

Rittenhoufe, to carry on the above buhnefs. 

& l - m'tel! 1 §* ■ • - V; • , i The 
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The Congrefs being informed that 

of Powder belonging to the United 

arrived at Brunfwick in New Jerfcy. 

Rcfolved, 
a quantity of 

Colonies was 

That Mr. Lewis, Mr. A If op, and Mr. 

P* Livingjion be direUed to forward the faid Pow¬ 

der under a guard, with all poffible expedition, to 

General Wajhington, for the ufe of the Army un¬ 
der his command. 

Refslved, 

1 hat an order be drawn on the Trea- 

furers in favour of Monf. La JuneJfe, for the fum 

of 250 Dollars, for his fervices in behalf of the 
United Colonies. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, February 21. 1776. 
F h r 
. ^1C Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due. 

•^° Shallus for his expences in conduft- 

ing Piiioners from Albany to Prenton, the fum 
of 1 7 1 Dollars. 

To Cafpar Shaaf, for Waggonage, the fum of 

1 04 Dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid 

to &. Chafe, and W% Paca, Efqrs. 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 

Two Letters from General Schuyler of the ioth 

and 13 th infl. being received were read. 

Rcfolved, 
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Refolved, ^ ^ 
That the fame be referred to a Com¬ 

mittee of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. IVythe, Mr. Hart if on> 

and Mr. S* Adams. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety for 

Pennfylvanin, of the 20th inftant, refpefting the 

Prifoners at Lane after, was read, 

Refolvedy 
That the fame be referred to the Com¬ 

mittee on the Prifoners. 

The Committee on the Treafury to whom it was 

referred to confider the numbers and denominati¬ 

ons of the Bills, &c. brought in their report, which 

was conlidered and agreed to as follows. 
t i 

That the four Millions of Dollars now to be 

emitted, confift of the following denominations. 

600,000 of 4- of a Dollar. 100,000 

600,000 of i do. 200,000 

600,000 of \ do. 300,000 

600,000 of t do. 400,000 

130,436 of 1 Dollar. 13°,436 

130,437 of 2 do. 260,874 

• 130,436 of 3 do. 3^1,308 

130,435 of 4 do. 52I>74° 

65,2 17 of 5 do. 326,083 

65,217 of 6 do. 39r>302 

65,217 of 7 do. 436,519 

65,217 of 8 do. 321,736 

3,182,612 4,000,000 
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PRij } !,lat tllc Plates engraved for the two former 
emiffions, be ufed in the new emiffion of the Bills 

from one to eiSht dollars inclufive, and that thofc 
Btlls be expreffed in the following Words. 

N ° ' 
Ti • not • , Dollars, 

us Bnl entities the Bearer to receive 

. Spanifh milled Dollars, or the value thereof in 

-old or Silver, according to a Refolution of Con- 

grefs, palled at Philadelphia, February 17. 1776. 

That the faid Bills he figned by two Signers, and 

eacn different denomination numbered from No. 1. 
progrcffively. , 

That one Plate with proper devices be engraved 
,or the fmaller Bills now to be emitted, under the 
value of one Dollar. 

That the form of the Bills be as follows : 

On e 
°l*a Dollar, according to a B.e- 

folutlon of Congrefs pafied at Philadelphia, Febru¬ 
ary 17. 177 6. 

That each of thefe Bills he figned by one Signer 

onl}, and that each different denomination be 

numoered from No. 1. progreffively, as aforefaid. 

# 

mat Michael Hillegal Richard Bache, and Ste- 

lohcn Pafchall, Efqrs. be appointed and authorized 
to infpect the Prefs. 

That before they enter upon their office, they 

ffiall 
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frail respectively take an oath or affirmation to 

administered to them by any Magistrate, “ well 

and faithfully to execute the truft repofed in them 

by a refolution ofCongrefs,asInfpe£tors.of thePrefs, 

according to the belt of their fkih and judgment. 

A certificate of which oath or affirmation Shall be 

delivered to the Committee on theTieafury. 

•. • . ", ■ ■' ^ /, 1 ■ 

That each of the faid Infpeftors respectively ftiall 

be allowed two Dollars a day .for their fervices, 

while they fhall be employed in infpedting the Prefs, 

in the execution or the faid truft. 

Rejolved, 
That the Committee on the Treafury 

be directed to have the foregoing Refolutions carri¬ 

ed into execution with all convenient difpatch. 

The Committee for receiving the applications 

for Officers in the Continental Army reported, that 

they have nominated Mr* Lewis Durham for Surge¬ 

on to the third Battalion now railing in the Colony 

of New Jerfey, and recommend him to the Con- 

grefs for appointment to the laid office. 

Refolvedy 

That the report be agreed to, and that 

a Commiffion be granted to Mr. Lewis Durham 

accordingly. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, February 22. 17J.6. 
Teh. 2 2. 

Two Letters from General IVaJhington, both 

the 9th of this Month, being received and read, 
Ref (jived) 
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FcL 22. Refolved, 

That the laid Letters be referred to a 
Committee of the whole Con roe fs. 

o 
' ( * • 

Accordingly the Congrefs refolved itfelf into a 

Committee of the whole, to take into conlideration 

the Letters juft received from General Wajbingtqn, 
and aftei fome time the Prelident refumed the 

Chaii, and IVXr. IVard reported that the Committee 

had take it into conhderation the Letters referred to 

them, but not having come to a concluhon, defir- 

ed him to move for leave to lit again. 

Refolved, 

That this Congrefs will refolvd itfelf in¬ 

to a Committee of the whole to take into their far¬ 

ther conhderation the Letters from General Wajh- 
ington * 

Refolved, 

That the march of the New jerfey Bat¬ 

talion of Militia to New York be countermanded. 

Refolved, 

That orders iffiie to quicken Colonel 

IVayne in getting his Battalion ready \ and that, as 

fall: as he can get a Company properly equipped, he 

caufe it immediately to march to New York. 

Refolved, 

That the Prehdent be directed to write 

to the Convention of New York, and dehre them 

to inform Congrefs what progrefs they have made 

in railing the four Battalions recommended to be 

raifed in that Colony for the defence of the fame. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Friday, 
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Friday, February 23. 1776' ^ 23- 

Colonel Braxton, a Delegate from Virginia, at¬ 

tending produced the credentials of his appoint¬ 

ment which were read, as follows : 

Virginia, in Convention, December 15- l77S*' 

The Convention, according to the order of the 

day, proceeded to the appointment of a Delegate 

to reprefent this Colony in the General Congrefs, 

in the room of the late honourable Peyton Ran¬ 

dolph, Efq. and the Members having prepared 

Tickets with the name of the Delegate to be ap¬ 

pointed, and put the fame into the Ballot box, Mr. 

Thomas Luchvell Lee, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Digges, 

Mr. William Cabell, and Mr. Carter of Lancafter 

were appointed a Committee to examine the Ballot- 

box, and report on whom the Majority fell, and it 

appearing from their report, that theie was a Ma¬ 

jority of the whole Convention in favour of Carter 

Braxton, Efq* 

Refolved, therefore, 
That the faid Carter Brax¬ 

ton, Efq. be appointed a Delegate to reprefent this 

Colony in the room of the late honourable Peyton 

Randolph, Efq. 
A Copy, 

John FazeWell, Clerk of the Convention, 

Refolved, 

That the Secret Committee be dire&ed / 

to return to the Committee of Safety of Pennfyl- 

vania, the Arms borrowed of them for the ufe of 

the Continent, 
The H 
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Feb. 23. ' The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

^^due. 

To Francis Damon, for tranflating into French the 

Rules and articles for the better regulating the 

Continental Troops, the fum of 13 1 Dollars. 

To Monfr, Mefplet for Printing the Military Rules^ 

and French Letters to the Inhabitants of Canada, 

the fum of 44 Dollars. 

To Colonel Harrifon, for expences of himfelf, Mr, 

Lynch, and Mr. Allen, on their Journey to New- 

Fork, the fum of 150.9 Dollars. 

To Jeremiah Traxler, for Provifions, &c. for In¬ 

dians who were in Philadelphia in December laft, 

the fum of 40.8 Dollars, and that the fame 

ought to be paid to Mr. Kachlein. 

To fundry Perfons for Rifles furnifhed Captain 

Morgans Company, the fum of 118.3 Dollars, 

which ought to be paid to Colonel Nelfon, and 

charged to the faid Company. 

To Clement Biddle, for Shot-pouches, Powder-* 

horns, and Bullet-moulds, purchafed by him for* 

the Canada Regiment, the fum of 1169.3 Dol- 

t lars. 

To fundry Perfons for Blanket’s fupplied to Cap¬ 

tain Price's company, the fum of 32.9 Dollars, 

and the fame ought to be paid to George Ready 

1% , ; ' ' 
To Captain Little, for Provifions for Guards at¬ 

tending Captain Campbell, the fum of 9.5 Dollars. 

To Chiftian Rhorbeck for neceffaries furnifhed to 

feveral Prifoncrs of the 7th and 26th Regiments, 

the fum of 9.4 Dollars, and that the fame ought 

to be paid to Adam Kimmeh 

To 
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To Henry Shits, for Rifles, &c. furniilred to Cap-^ 

tain Stephen/on’s Company the fum of 77.6 ol- 

lars, to be charged to the faid Company. 

To Adam Ebrafher, for attending feveral French 

Noblefle, from Albany to Brijlol, the fum of 32 

Dollars. v 

Ordered, 
That the above Accounts be paid. 

Refolved, 
That a Committee of five be appointed 

to contraft for the making of Mulkets and Bayonets 

for the ufe of the United Colonies, and to confidcr 

of farther ways and means of promoting and encou¬ 

raging the Manufacture of fire-arms in all Parts of 

the United Colonies. 
The Members c ho fen, Mr. Paine, Mr. iVilfon,' 

Mr. Huntington, Mr. Lee and Mr. Morris.' 

Refolved, 
That the letter of Mr. Chnjiophcr 

Liffingwell, dated the 29th of November 1775, 

with fundry Papers relating to the Cargo of the 

Brig Nancy5 be referred to a Committee; of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. JVythe> Mr. Hun* 

tington and Mr. Gerry. 

Refolved, 
That the fecret Committee be cm*- 

powered for the purpofe of procuring Arms and 

Ammunition, to export the produce of thefe Co¬ 

lonies, equal to the amount of that by them ex¬ 

ported in two Veffels lately taken by the enemy. 

Refolved, 
That the Committee, for fuperintending 

the Treafury, be authorifed to employ one or more 
Clerks 
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^^Ckrks for Hating, keeping, and liquidating the 

public Accounts under their direction, and to pro¬ 

vide Books and a fuitable Office for that pui'pofe. 

That they have power to call upon the different 

Committees of Congrefs, Affemblies, Conventions, 

Councils, or Committees of Safety, Continental 

f fficeis, and private Perfons, who have been or 

ffiall be intruded with public Money, for thpir 

accounts and vouchers, and for fuch other mate- 

lials and information, as the faid Committee on 

the Treafury ffiall judge to be ufeful, in dating, 

checking, and auditing the public Accounts. 

Rcfolvedy 

That it be recommended to the feverai 

Ademblies, Conventions, Councils, or Commit¬ 

tees of Safety, and Committees of Correfpondence 

and Xnfpection in the United Colonies, to exert 

themfelves in devifing farther ways and means of 

promoting and encouraging the Manufa&ure of 

Salt-petre, and of introducing that Manufacture 

into private Families. 

PH at it be recommended to the feverai AiTem- 

blies and Conventions in the United Colonies, that 

they immediately edabliffi public Works in each and 

every County, in their refpeedive Colonies, at the 

Expence of fuch Colonies, for the Manufacture of 

Salt-petre, and appoint Committees of their own 

Members immediately to fet up fuch manufactures. 

That it be recommended to the Affemblies 

and Conventions, Councils, or Committees 

of Safety, of every Colony forthwith to ereef 

Powder Mills in their refpeCtive Colonies, and ap~ 

point 

_y 
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point Committees to build fuch Mills, and pro-™, 

cure pcrfons well Ikilled in the Manufa&ure of 

Powder, at the Expence of fuch Colonies. 

That a Committee of this Congrefs to confift of 

one Member from each Colony be appointed. to 

confxder of further ways and means of promoting 

and encouraging the Manufactures of Salt-peue, 

Sulphur and Powder in thefe Colonies, and to cor¬ 

respond- with the feveral Aflemblies and Conven¬ 

tions, and Councils or Committees ol Safety in 

the feveral Colonies, that Congrefs may be, from 

time to time, truly informed of theProgiefs made 

in thefe Manufactures. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Paine, 

Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Huntington, Mr. L, Morris, 

Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Read, Mr. 

Paca, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Hewes, Mr. E. Unt¬ 

ie dge and Mr. Bullock, 

Ordered, 
That the above Rcfolutions refpeCting 

Salt-petre &c. be publifhed. 

It being reprefented that Captain Harman has 

inlifted into his Company, and carried with him to 

Canada, thirteen Servants without the confent of 

their Mahers. 

Refolved, 
That a Committee of three be appoint¬ 

ed to enquire into this matter, and to report to 

Congrefs. 

The Members chofen, Mr. JVilfon, 

ling, Mr. Wythe. 

Mr. Wily 

Refolved} 

■' * ■' . 

' • V'r. 
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Feb, 23. Refohed, 

That this Congrefs will on Monday next 

refolve itfelf into a Committee of the Whole, to 

take into confideration the Letters from General 
lb afoingt on 9 8c c. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday. 

Monday, February 26, 1776. 
Feb. 2 6, 

A Letter from General Lee> dated 22d Inflant, 
was read, 

Refolvedy 

That the fame be referred to a Com¬ 
mittee of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. M(Kcan> Mr. J. 

Adamsy and Mr. L. Morris. 

Refolvedy 

That an order be drawn on the Treafur- 

ers in favour of Carpenter Wharton for the Sum of 

,6000 Dollars, he to be accountable. 

A Petition from Lieutenant Jocelyn Fcltham of 

the 26th Regiment, who was taken Prifoner at 27- 

condcroga was prefented and read, praying for 

leave to go to Europe for the Recovery of his 

Health. • f 

Refolvedy 

That the Prayer of his Petition be 

granted. 

A Rcprefentation from the Committee of In- 

Ipcftion and Obfervation of the City and Liberties 

of 

} 

id 
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of Philadelphia, relative to Veflels loading with 

produce for Great-Britain, Ireland, unci tne Bt i- 

tijh Weft-Indies was prefented to Congrefs, and 

read, whereupon 

Refolved, 

That no vefielloading for Great-Britain? 

Ireland, or the Britijh Weft-Indies, be permitted 

to fail until the further Order of Congrefs ; and 

that it be recommended to the different Commit¬ 

tees of Xnfpe&ion and Obfervation to fee that this 

refolution be carried into execution. 

Ordered, 
That the aboye Refolve be publifhed. 

Refolved, 

That a Committee of five be appointed 

to examine and report the Numbers and Circum-* 

fiances of the Permits, and the Deflination of the 

Veffels, to which fuch permits have been granted, 

for exporting the Produce of the Colonies, in 

confequence of the Importation of Ammunition 

and Warlike Stores *, and that the Reprefentation 

of the Committee of Infpection and Obfervation 

for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia on this, 

fubjeT be referred to the faid Committee. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Chafe* 

Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Livingfton? and Mr. Wythe. 

A Letter from the Convention of Ncw-Jerf£y9 

dated February 24th was read. 

Refolved, 

That the fame be referred to the Com¬ 

mittee to whom the Letter from General Lee, was 

this morning committed. 

Refolved| 
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Refolved, 

That an order be drawn on the Treafu- 

rers in favour of the Delegates of Maryland for 

the Sum of Twenty-two thoufand Dollars, to be 

by them exchanged for Gold and Silver, and paid 
back into the Treafury. 

Adjourned to ten cfclock to-morrow. 

Tuesday, February 27, 1776. 
Ft'b. 2 7; 

Refolved^ 

That Monf. Regonville be permitted to 

go to Brifol and fpend a Week with his Relations 

there, and that, after that, he return to Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Refolved, 

That the Sum of ico Dollars be paid to 

Monf. Dugan for his fervices in the Caufe of the 

United Colonies in Canada, and that it be recom¬ 

mended to the Commanding Officer of the Forces 

of the United Colonies in tlia: Province, to ad¬ 

vance him to a Poft in the Army fuitable to his 

merit and fervices. 

I he Committee, to whom the Tetters from 

Chnfopher Lcjfnig'wcll and others concerning the 

Brigantine Nancy commanded by Thomas Davis 

and her Cargo were referred, brought in their re¬ 

port, which being taken into coiffideration. 

Refolved, , 

That the cafe of the faid Brigantine 

and Cargo, pertaincth to the judicature eftablifh- 

ed in the Colony of Connecticut for hearing and de¬ 

termining matters of the fame kind. 

The 



The Congrefs taking into confideratiori the 

port of the Committee appointed to confider into 

what departments the middle and foutliern Colo- 

nies ought to be formed. 

Refolvedy 
That New-York, New Jerfey, Pennfyt- 

vania, the Lower Counties on Delaware, and Ma¬ 

ryland^ be put into one Department under the com¬ 

mand of orie Major General, and two Brigadiers 

General with proper Staff. 
That Virginiay North Carolina, South Carolina* 

and Georgia be put into one other Department, un¬ 

der the command of one Major General, and three 

Brigadiers General with proper Staff. 

That Friday next bd afligned for the elechon of 

the Majors General, Brigadiers General, and Staff 

Officers in the foregoing Departments. 

Refolvedy 

That it be recommended to the Con¬ 

vention of New Jerfeyy to have the Cargo of the 

tranfport Blue Mountain Valley landed, and fe- 

cured in fome fafe place till further Orders of Con¬ 

grefs. 

The order of the day being renewed^ 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, February 28, 1776. 

Refolved, , ' Feb.2 8. 

That General Lee be direfted not tov^/v\J 

I • proceed 
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1 • 

Feb.proceed to Canada, until he receive further orders 

,‘‘Vfc^VN^froin Congrefs* 
\ 

V* 1 * • 
< . /' ( ’/ 

The Committee to whom the Letters from Ge¬ 

neral /><? and the Convention of New Jerfey were 

referred, brought in their report which was read. 

Refolved, 

That the confideration thereof be poft- 

poned till to-morrow. 

Refolvedy 

That the fecret Committee be dire&ed 

to repay to the Delegates of North Carolina, the 

four hundred weight of Powder borrowed of that 

Colony. 

The Committee on Prifoners, to whom the Letter 

from the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania was 

referred, brought in their report, which was taken 

into copiideration, and thereupon, 

Refolved9 

That the Committee of Infpeflion and 

Obfervation, for the County of Berks in Pennfyl- 

vanidy be authorifed and requeued to contrafl 

upon reafonable terms for the fubiifience of fuch 

of the Prifoners now in Reading, as are not fup- 

piied by Mr. Franksy together with the Women and 

Children belonging to all the Prifoners there, and 

for fupplying them with fire-wood and other things 

abfolutely necefiary for their fupport. 

That the Committee of Infpe&ion and Obferva¬ 

tion for the Counties, Diftricts, or Towns afiigned 

for the rcfidence of Prifoners, be impowered to fu- 

per intend their conduct, and in cafes of grofs mif- 

behaviour 
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behaviour to confine them, and report to Con- Fel 

grefs the proceedings had on fuch occafions. 
. « 

Rcfelvedy 

That the Committee of Safety of Pennfyl- 

Tania, agreeable to the offer made by them of their 

fervice, of which Congrefs have a proper fenle, 

be authorifed to distribute the Officers, who are 

Prifoners in Lancajler, in fuch places within the 

province of Pennfylvania, as to that Committee 

iliall ieem molt proper ; taking their Parole, which 

if they refufe to give, the faid Committee are im- 

powered and directed to confine themm, and that 

in executing this refolve, the faid Committee have 

regard to the refolutions heretofore made by 

Congrefs, with refpect to Prifoners and their refi- 

dence. 
■4 • * <* 

A Petition of Anthony Marmajou, mailer and 

owner of the Brig Little Polly of the Ifland of 

Martinique y was prefen ted to Congrefs and read, 

whereupon, 

Refolvedy 

That Monfieur Marmajou be permitted 

to load the Brigantine Little Polly, with the proy 

duce of thefe Colonies (horned cattle, fheep, hog?? 

poultry, and lumber for making calks excepted) 

and export the fame to Martinique. 

Refolvedy 

That an order be drawn on the Trca- 

furers, in favour of Mr. 7* Meafey for the fun* of 

twenty thoufand Dollars, he to be accountable. 

The 
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Feb.zK. The Committee, to whom the Letters from Gr 

l~’^r^neral Schuyler, dated the loth and 13th of Fer 

bruary> and the Papers therein mentioned were 

referred, brought in their report, which was taken 

into confederation, whereupon, ’ f 

Refolved, 

That a fufficient quantity of Steel be 

fent to General Schuyler, or the commanding Of¬ 

ficer at Albany 1 for the Armourers and the Black-* 

frniths who are appointed to go and work for the 

Indians, and that the Delegates of New Jerfey be 

defired to provide and forward the fame. 

That an account of the Money paid to the Penn 

fylvania Troops, who have marched to Canada, be 

fent to General Schuyler, 

0 

That the Deputy Mufter-Mafter General, Gunning 

Bedford, Efq; be directed to repair to his poft 

forthwith in the northern Army in Canada, and 

that he mailer the Troops once in every Month, 

and make returns to Cong refs and the commands 

ing Officer. 

That the orders given by General Schuyler, in 

fiis Letter of the 12th inftant, to Lieut. Colonel 

Warner be approved. 
I M ' % 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, February 29, 1776. 

feb.2Cj. The Colony of New Hampjhirc having appointed 

^v^Delegates for the prefent year, William Whipple^ 
Efq; 

\ ■ ■’ f 

’ 1 

i X , 

\ / 
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Efcu one of the faid Delegates attended and pro- 

duced the credentials of their appointment, tv nc x 

were read as follows. 

<f Colony of New Hampfhire, in the House of 

Re presentatives, January 23, 1 77^* 

cc Voted, ' T 
That Jofiab Bartlett, John Langdon, 

and William Whipple, Efqrs. be and hereby are ap¬ 

pointed Delegates to reprefent this Colony in the 

Continental Congrefs at Philadelphia, for the term 

of one Year from this time, any one of them m 

the abfence of the others to have full power to re¬ 

prefent this Colony, and that not more than two of 

ihem attend at one time. Sent up for concurrence. 

. P. White, Speaker* 

In Council, codcrn die. 

Read and concurred. 

E. Thompson, Secretary« 

A true Copy from the Journal of Council. 

Atteft. E. Thompson, Secretary A 

A Letter of the 14th from General Wajbington, 

in doling a Letter from Lord Drummond to General 

fiobinfon, andTundry other Papers, was read. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs 
O * ' * r* -t 

refoive. 

- • • v* 
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g^refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to 

take into confideration the Letter from General 

Wafiington of the pth inftant, and the trade of the 

Colonies after the ift of March, and after fome 

time the Present refumed the Chair, and Mr. 

Ward reP°rted ll>at &e Committee not having come 
to a conclufion, defired him to move for leave to 
fit again. 

Refolvedy 

That this Congrefs will, to-morrow, 

again refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole 

to take into farther confideration the Letter from 

General Wajbington, and the Trade of the Colonies. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

/ 
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Friday, March i. 1776. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety of 

New Hump [hire, with a Petition from 

falcl Colony, and fundry other Papers were read. 

Refolved, 
That the fame be referred to a Com¬ 

mittee of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Braxton, 

and Mr. Franklin. 

A Petition from the Inhabitants of Falmouth be¬ 

ing prefented was read. 

Refolved, 
That it be referred to a Committee of 

three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr. 

Read, and Mr. Paca. . 

A Letter from J. Meafe Commidary, with fun- 

dry Queries to which he requefts the anlwers of 

Congrefs, that he may know how to conduct in 
K the 
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Bufir.efs intrufted to him, was laid before Con- 

grefs and read, 

Refolved, 

I hat the fame be referred to a Com¬ 
mittee of three. 

> 

The Members chofen, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Paine, 
and Mr. Haves. 

A Memorial of the Merchants, Traders, and 

others, of the City of Philadelphia, was prefented 
and read. 

Refolved, 

That it be referred to a Committee of 
the whole. 

* 

The General AlTembly of Maffachufetts-Bay 

having tranfmitted to Congrefs a hate of the Ac¬ 

counts of their Colony againft the Continent. 

Refolved, 

That they be referred for liquidation 

to the Committee of Claims. 

Refolved, 

That an addition of thirty-four Dol¬ 

lars a month be added to the pay of Jofeph Read3 
Efq. Secretary to General Wafhington, on Account 

of the extraordinary fervices at prefent attending 

that Office, by reafon of the General’s direction of 

the Naval Department. 

Refolved, 

That this Congrefs will to morrow re- 

folvc itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take 

into confideration the Letter of General Wajhing- 

ton of the 14th, with the Papers enclofed. 

Refolved\ 



V 

% 

M AH C II, 1776. 75 

_ _ . , Mar. 1 
Refolved, . . _ ,\ 

That the Secret* Committee be directed 

to treat with the owners of fome Medicines lately 

imported, aud to pnrchafe the flame on the moft 

reafpnable Terms for the nfe of the Continent. 

Refolved, 
That Major-General Lee be appointed 

to take the command of the Continental Forces in 

the Southern Department. 

The Congrefs proceeded to the Election of fix 

Brigadier-Generals, and the Ballots being delivered 

in and examined the following Gentlemen were 

chofen. 

John Armftrong, Efq. 

William Thompfon, Efq. 

Andrew Lew is, Efq. 

James Moore, Efq. 

The Right Honourable William, Earl of Sterling. 

Robert Howe, Efq. 

Refolved, 
That Brigadier General Armjlrong be 

directed to repair to South-Carolina, Brigadiers 

Lewis and Howe to Virginia, and Brigadier Moore 

to North Carolina, and to take the command of 

the Forces in thofe refpe&ive Colonies, until they 

receive further orders from Congrefs or a fuperior 

Officer. 

Refolved, 

That Brigadier General Thompfon be 

direcled to repair to New-York. 

T he orders of the day being poflponed, 
~ Adjourned 
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Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday. 

\ • I 

Monday, March 4. 1776;. 

Mar. 4. Refolved, 

That Mr. Alfop be appointed a Member 
of the Committee of Claims in the room of Mr. 

Lewis who is abfent> and Mr. Whipple in the room 
of Mr. Bartlett, who defires to be excufed from 
that fervice. 

Refolved, 

Tnat in cafe of the abfence of any 
Handing Member of the Committee of Claims, the 

Delegates of the Colony to which he belongs, be 

impowei ed to nominate one of their number to 

a£t in the Head of the abfent Member, till his re- 
turn. 

Sundry Letters and Papers were received and 
read, viz. 

A Letter from the Convention of New-York, of 

28th February inclofing a recommendation of Gen¬ 

tlemen for Field Officers of the four Battalions or¬ 
dered to be raifed in that Colony. 

/ / 

A Memorial from fundry Merchants of Mon- 
trcaL 

■ ' ' cr 

A B.efolution of the Committee of Infpection 
for the County of Ac comae. 

Two Letters from Brigadier General Woofer of 

the 11th and 13th February, with feven Papers 
cnclofed, 

Two 
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Two from Brigadier General Arnold, of the 

and 12tii of February. 

Four from General Schuyler of tlie IS^1? 20th, 

2 ithj and 23d of the fame Month, 

One from General Lee of the 29th, 
-*■v ' V , . ' » 

One from the Convention of New-Hampjhire, 

of the 8 th. 

And one from the Committee of Safety of Penn-* 

fylvania. 

Refolved, / 
That the Memorial from the Merchants 

of Montreal, be referred to a Committee of five. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. J• Adams> 

Mr. W. Living ft on, Mr. i?. Morris, and Mr. Tilgh- 

That the Refolution from the Committee of 

Acfomac, be referred to the Committee of the 

whole Congrefs. 

That the Letters from Major Generals Lee and 

Schuyler, and from Brigadier Generals Wo'ofter and 

Arnold be referred to the Committee appointed to 

prepare Inftructions for the Commifiioners to Car 

asmmm 
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rlle Committee appointed to examine and re- 

port the Number and Circumftances of the Per¬ 

mits granted for exporting produce &c. brought 

in their report, which was taken into confidera- 
tion whereupon 

Refolvcdy 

, ,Rn Thart jle Reftraint be taken off, which 
by a Refolve of the 26 of laft Month was laid up¬ 

on Veffeis loading or loaded with Produce for 

. reat-Br't*tn, Ireland or the Britijb IVeJl-Indies 

in confequence of permiffions granted for Arms 
and Ammunition imported into thefe Colonies. 

Refolve d\ 

■ 1 „ TIiat the fecret Committee be direaed 
with all pclhble expedition to fend, under a 

Ouarc, ten tons of Powder to Cambridge for the 

Ule of the Army under the Command of General 
*v ajbin gt on. 

The Committee to whom the Memorial from 

undry inhabitants of Northumberland, and the Pe¬ 

tition from the Inhabitants near Pitfiurg were re¬ 

ferred, brought in their report, which was read. 
Ordered, 

To lie on the Table for the Perufal of 
the Members. 

Refolvedy 

o .rilat Colonel Beletrc, Major Longeuil, 

and Captain Lottiniere, three of the Canadian Pri- 

foners who are at Briftol in Pennfylvania, be per¬ 

mitted to come to Philadelphia, to confer with the 
Committee on Frifoners. 

The Order ot the Day being renewed. 

Adjourned 

l I C 

Vp\ 
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row- Mar, 4. 
v— » v 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-moi 

Tuesday, March 5. 1776. 

x • >■- 

Two Letters from General Schuyler of the 26 

27 February, with four papers inclofed, among (_^—, 

which a Letter from James Deane to General 

Schuyler of the 24th of the fame Month. 

Refolved, 
That the Letter from James Beane be 

referred to a Committee of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Wythe, 

and Mr. IV. Livingjlon. , . 

The Congrefs took into confuleration the Re¬ 

port of the. Committee on the Memorial from the 

Inhabitants of Northumberland, <bc. whereupon 

Refolved, 
As the laid Memorial relates merely to 

difputes between the Memorialifts and other Inha¬ 

bitants of faid County, and to complaints againft 

Juft ices of the Peace of the faid county, and as the 

common Courts of Judicature, and efpecially the 

Legiftature of the Colony of Pennfylvania aie alto¬ 

gether competent for remedying the Grievances 

complained of, that the faid Memorial with the 

Papers therewith delivered, be tranfmitted to the 

Affembly of faid Colony. 

The Congrefs then refolved itfeif into a Com¬ 

mittee of the Whole,' to take into confkleration 

the Letter from General IVafhington of the 14th Oi 

February, and the Papers incloled, and alter iome 
time 
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Jhar.$> time the Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr. 

* Harr if on reported, that the Committee have had 

under confederation the Letter and Papers to them 

refened, but ha^e come to no refolution thereon. 
Refolvedy 

That the Letter from General Wajhing— 

toiiy fo far as it has not been confidered by the 

Committee of the Whole, be referred to the Com¬ 

mittee, to whom his other Letters of the 24 & 30th 

of January were referred. 

The Order of the Day being renewed. 
# 1 \ ' 

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow. 
% J 

Wednesday, March 6. iyj6. 

' , v. " , ~ I * , ■' 

Mar.6. ^ Tetter from General IVajhington of the 26th 
v_v—’February was read. 

Refolvedy 

That it be referred to the Committee to 

whom his other Letters are referred. 

A Letter from J. Palmer inclofing a Report of 

a Committee of the General AiTembly of Majfaebu- 

fetts-Bay refpe(Sling Lead, was read. 

Refolvedy 

That the Committee appointed on the 

3 1 of July laft, to enquire in all the Colonies after 

Virgin-lead, Leaden-ore, and the belt Method of 

collecting, fmelting, and refining it, and alfo the 

cheapcft and eafieft, Methods of making Salt in 

thefe Colonies, be difeharged, and, that the Bufi- 

.nefs of the laid Committee be referred to the Com¬ 

mittee 
Y 

1 
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rnittee appointed on the 23 of February to 

cOnlider of farther ways and means of promoting 

and encouraging the Manufacture of Salt-petrc, &c. 

Refolved, . . , 
That the Letter from J■ Paimer with 

the inclofed Report be referred to the laft motion- 

ed Committee. 

A Letter from Genera] IVaJhinglon dated 18th 

and 21ft of February laft, inclofirig the Proceed¬ 

ings of a Council of War was read. 

Refolved, 
That Brigadier-General Thomas be ap- 

pointed to command the Forces in Canada, and 

that General Wajhington be directed to order him 

immediately to repair to that Province. 

Refolved, 
That Brigadier-General Thomas be pro¬ 

moted to the Rank of a Major-General, and that 

a Commiffion be fent to him accordingly. 

Ordered, 
That the Prefident acquaint General 

Wajhington by exprefs of this arrangement. 

Refolved, 
As fundry Members of the Marine Com¬ 

mittee are abfent, that their places be fupplied by 

Mr. Huntingdon for Connecticut. 

Mr. Sergeant for New-Jerfey. 

Mr. Harrifon for Virginia. 

Mr. E. Rutledge for South-Car Hind. 

Refolved, 
That the fecret Committee be directed to 

fend five Tons of Powder to New-Terk for the 
Tl ITfc 
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Mar.6. Ufe of the Continental Troops there, and five Tons 

^of Powder to the Southern Department for theUfe 
of the Troops in faid Department, 

V ,1 

» • , * i ... * % j’h 

That the faid Committee be directed to return 

to the Colony of Maryland the Powder borrowed 

by Mr. Harr if07i) and to the Colony of New-York 

and to the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania the 

Powder borrowed of them. * ( 

That the faid Committee be direded to deliver 

to the Delegates of the Delaware Government one 

Ton of Powder, for which they are to be accounta¬ 

ble, and to the Delegates of New-Jerfey one ton of 

Powder, for wdiich that Colony to be accountable. 
Refolvedy 

That the Prefident inform General 

Schuyler, that the Congrefs judge it necefiary he 

fhould remain at Albany to make the proper Ar¬ 

rangements refpecling the Army deftined for Cana¬ 

da and therefore that he eftablifh his head-quarters 

at Albany until further orders, 
, . » 

Refolved, 

I hat Thomas Bullet, Efq; be appointed 
Deputy Adjutant General in the Southern Depart¬ 

ment, with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

Refolved, 
■* » 

That the Secret Committee be directed 

to deliver to Colonel IVa) '7ie the Arms in their pofi- 

fcfiion, for the ufe of his Battalion, retaining fo 

many as will be necefiary for the Guard that is to 

attend the Powder to Cambridge. 

The 
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The order of the day being renewed. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday March 7, *77^* 

A Letter from General Wajhington of the 9th of 

February, and a Letter from General Schuyler o 

the 23d of the fame month, were received and 

read. 

Refqlvedy 
That an order for one hundred thou- 

fand Dollars be drawn on the Treafurers, in fa¬ 

vour of the Delegates of ConneBicut, in part of 

the Money advanced by faid Colony on account of 

the Continent; and that the faid Colony be defired 

to fend forward their Accounts with proper 

Vouchers, in order for liquidation and payment. 

S 

The Congrefs being informed that Ifaac Melchior, 

on the evening of Saturday laft, treated the Pie- 

fxdent of this Congrefs with great rudenefs, and 

made ufe of feveral difrefpe&ful and contemptuous 

expreffions towards him and this Congrefs. 

0 rderedy 
That the faid Ifaac Melchior attend the 

Congrefs to-morrow morning at eleven o clock to 

anfvver for his condudh 

1 

Refolvedy 

That Edward Handy Efq; be promoted 

to be Colonel of the battalion of rifHe-men in the 
A rmy 

( 
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Mar.*j. Army at Cambridge, and James Chambers, Efq; to 

Lieutenant Colonel of the fame. 

That William Winds, Efq; be promoted to be 

Colonel of the hr ft New Jerfey Battalion, and that 

Matthias Ogdeny Efq, be appointed Lieutenant 
Colonel of the fame. 

Refolvedy 

That the Committee on qualifications 
be dire&ed to fupply the hrft and third New Jerfey 

Battalions with proper medicine chefts and inftru- 
ments. 

A letter from Lord Sterling, with affidavits, re¬ 

lative to the capture of the Amboy Packet-boar* 

was laid before Congrefs and read. 

Refolvedy 

That it be referred to the Committee to 

wnom the letters from General Wafhington were 
referred. 

The Committee, to whom the Letter from the 

Committee of Safety of New Hampfhire was re¬ 

ferred, brought in their report which was read. 

The Committee df Claims reported, that there 
is due, 

To Hall and Sellers, for printing the Continental 
Bills of Credit, the fum of 1735.4 Dollars. 

*• r 

To Frederick Becking, for 102 reams of Paper for 

the Continental Bills of Credit, the fum of 707.2 

Dollars. 

To the eftate of David HalL deceafed, for fta- 
• ' *1 t . ■ ' .: < ■ f : . f i T 

tionary 
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,ionary. for Atfente of Congr.fr, rlr. Cum of 

To Robert Erwin, for twenty Cords of Wood, the 

fum of 80 Dollars. . 
To Wallore Meng, for Canteen Straps, the ium 

84.a Dollars. ,. 
To Jared Tracey, for carrying Money from ?- 

ladelpbia to Cambridge, the fum of 36 Dollars, 

and that the fame ought to be paid to JvJia 

'Bartlett, Efq. 
To fundries on certificates for Provifions furmflted 

l^veral rifle companies, the fum of 3S;3 Delia,., 

and that the fame ought to be paid to Jo hi 

Alfop, Efq. , -n -r 
To Thomas Apty, for boarding feveral Pnfoncis 

taken from on board the Rebecca and Ann, t 

fum of 54-7 Dollars. ~ 
To Robert Erwin, for waggonage, the ium qt 

637.7 Dollars. 

Ordered, 
! 

That the above Accounts he paid. 

Refolved, 
That to-morrow be afligned tor elect¬ 

ing the Field Officers of the four Batallions ordered 

to be raifed in the Colony of New-York. 

The order of the day being renewed. 
• ••. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Frihar 

r \ 

! 
1 
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Lrkd AY, March 8. 1776, 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs 

proceeded to the eleftion of Field Officers of the 

four Battalions, ordered to be raifed in the Colony 

o'*™-™ for the defence of the faid Colony 
and the Ballots being taken, the following Gentle¬ 
men were chofen: 

Alexander M‘Dougal, Efq; Colonel of the ifl Ba- 
taiiion. 

Herman Zcdwitz, Efq; Lieutenant Colonel, do. 
Jofeph Bene did}, Efq; Major, do. 

James Clinton, Efq; Colonel of the 2d Battalion. 

Henry B. Livingjlon, Efq; Lieutenant Colonel, do. 
Peter P. Schuyler, Efq; Major, do. 

e rede rick Wiefenjelsy Efq; Lieutenant Colonel of 
the 2d Batailion. 

John Fijher, Efq;-Major, do. 

Cornelius D.Wynkoopi Efq; Colonel of the 4th Ba- 
tallion. 

Philip Courilandt, Elq: Lieutenant Colonel, do. ' ' 
John Nicholfm, Efq; Major, do. 

The Congrefs being informed that Mr. Melchior 

was attending agreeable to the order of yefterday; 
Orderedy 

r. That he be called in. 

Mr. Melchior appearing, the particulars of the 

charge were repeated to him, and on his afiurina 

the Houle of his not remembering his having be- 

haied njui the dilrefpecl mentioned, owing to the 

particular circumftancejs he happened to be under, 

and 
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V' • •..» f. v. 

, , 1 r *.v, ^ Onnorcfs unci Prefident 9 
and afking pardon ot the vong v^-v^ 

for his indecent behaviodr, 

5 That in confideration of Mi'. Melchior s 

former fervices and his prefent conceffions, he be 

difmiffed from farther attendance. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from Major 

General Lee, Major General Schuyler, Bnga iti 

General Woojlcr, and Brigadier General Arnold 

were referred, brought in their report, which was 

taken into confideration, whereupon, 

Refolved, » . . 
That the Commiflioners appointed to 

g0 to Canada, be defired to inquire into the caufe 

of the imprifohment of the Officers of Mmt.a m 

that Country and others, and take fuch mealurcs 

'in concert with the Commanding Officer ot the 

Continental Forces there, for their enlargement or 

confinement, as are confident with the principles 

of Juftice and the fafety of the United Colonies. 

That the provifions made by General Lee ami 

General Schuyler to fupply the Army m Canada 

with pork, the direction given by General Lee to 

have Wheat ground into Flour for their ule, and his 

contract with the company of Carpenters be ap¬ 

proved; and that Mr. Peter Zakrifiw, of L.u- 

kinfack, be employed to tranfport the Fork, to be 

procured in New Jerfey, to Hudfon’s River, ac- 

cording to General Schuyler's defire* 

That when the articles fpccified, in the iauo.*s 

allowed to the Prifoners of War, cannot be p10~ 
cured, 
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the Perfons who fop ply them with other 

proviflons be intitled to eight-pence, Neiv-Tork 

currency, or of a Dollar 'per day for every 

Prisoner. 

.That Indians be not employed as Soldiers in the 

Armies of the United Colonies, before the Tribes, to 

which they belong^Aall in a National Council,held 

in the cuftomary manner, have confented there¬ 

unto, nor then without exprels approbation of 
Congrefs. 

That General Schuyler be directed to provide 

fuch a number of Batteaus for the fervice- in Ca¬ 

nada) as fhall be fufhcient for it. 

That General Schuyler be defired to purchafe the 

Cloth, which Mrj Henry of Albany hath for Tents. 
Refolved, 

That a Committee of three be appointed 
to inquire and report the beft ways and means of 

fupplying the Army in Canada with provifions and 
neceflaries. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Wolcott, 
and Mr. L* Morris. 

Rcfolved, 

That an Order for 10,000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers, in favour of the Com¬ 

mittee appointed to contract for the making of 

Mufquets, the laid Committee to be accountable. 

A 



MARCH,' 1776* 89 

A Letter from Colonel Hazcn, of the 18th of ManS. 

February laft, inclofmg an account and eftimate of 

the Lottes he has fuftained, was received and read. 

Refolved, ,T 
That the fame be referred to Mr. 

Wythe, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Jdams, 

•who are dire&ed to examine the faid account, and 

Report upon the feveral Articles. 

A Letter from Governor "Trumbull, of the 2d, 

and a Letter from General Lee> of the 5th, being 

received were read. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-monow. 

' ’ i '■ ' t . 

Saturday, March 9. 1776* 

Refolved, ^ Mar.g. 
That a Letter be written to General^,^ 

JVafhington, defiring him to fend Captain Connor 

of the Rifle Battalion to Philadelphia, the Congrefs 

having occafion to employ him in the Southern 

Department. 
^ v s 

The Committee appointed to prepare Inftruc- 

tions for the CommifTioners going to Canada., 

brought in a draught which was lead, 

Ordered, 
To lie on the Table for the perufal of 

the Members. ✓ 

Two Petitions, one from Stephen Decatur, Matter 

of the Schooner IJEfperience, and one from John 

Baptijio Hugonence, Matter of the Tartar the 
M Marc 
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Mar.9. Marc Anthony, were prefented to Congrefs and 

read, praying leave to export certain fpecies of 

Produce, on conditions fpecihed in their Petitions, 

Refolvcdy 

That the Prayer of faid Petitions be 
\ ' 

granted. 

Refolvedy 1 

That a Committee of five be appointed 

to take into confideration the hate of the Colonies 

in the Southern Department. 
/ -,, • . 

The Members chofen, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Jay* Mr- 

J» Adams, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Sherman, 

Refolvedy 
■ • n 

That the following Gentlemen be ap¬ 

pointed and authorized to lign and number the Bills 

of Credit of four Millions of Dollars, now emit¬ 

ting, viz* 

Samuel Morris, John Kaighny Nicholas Garrifdrt$ 

Jofeph Watkins y Anthony Morrisy Frederic Kuhly 

Matthew Clarkfony John Orcly William Webby Ifaac 

Hazlehurjly Thomas Morrisy Mordecai Lewisy Cor~ 

nelius BarneSy Jonathan B. Smith, Robert Tucknifsy 

Thomas Coombcy Daniel Clymery George Campbell5 

Jofeph Parker\ Robert Evans, Adam Htiblyy Joel 

Evans, John Meafey John PurvianeCy Robert Hazle- 

hurfty Walter Sheey Jofeph Redman, Rhine as Bond\ 

William MaJlerSy John Saltery John Howardy Thomas 

Leechy Thomas Smithy Philip Kinfeyy Robert Roberts, 

Ifaac Howelly James Miiligany Tench Tilghmariy 

Jofeph Bullocky David Duncaiiy John Shawy Jun. 

James Johnfony Benjamin Brannariy Samuel Sellerfy 

Ifaac Pcarfoiiy John Sellers, Benjamin Jacobs, Ifrael 

Wheeler y 

/ 
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Wheeler, Jofiah He-wes, CeergeMar^. 

Douglafs, Peter Stretch, Samuel C. Morns, Samuel 

Hillegas, Nathan Sellers, George Gray, Jun. James 

jjh, Samuel Maffey, John Williams, and William 

Coats► 
Refolved, 

That before the Signers enter upon 

their Office, they ffiall re fpec lively take an Oath or 

Affirmation before any Magiftrate, which ffiall be 

filed with the Committee of Treafury, to the fol¬ 

lowing effed ; that they ffiall well and truly fign 

and number all the Bills to be delivered to them 

by the Infpe&ors of the Prefs appointed by the Con- 

grels, and the fame fo fign^d and numbered, ffiall 

deliver or caufe to be delivered to the Continental 

Treafurers, or one or them* 
! 

V 

And for avoiding the dangers from Fire, Rob¬ 

bery, or Negligence. 

Re/olvedy 
That the Infpe&ors of the Prefs (hall 

not deliver to any Clafs of Signers more than two 

Parcels of two hundred Sheets each, to be in their 

hands at any one time. 

Refolvedy 
That no Oath by way of Teft be impof- 

ed upon, exa&ed, or required of any of the Inha¬ 

bitants of thefe Colonies, by any Military Officers. 

Refolvedy 
That the Secret Committee be dire&ed, 

to deliver one Ton of Powder to the Delegates of 

Maryland^ for the public Service in that Colony. 

✓ 1 ' * 

The feveral matters to this day referred being 

poftponed* Adjourned 



I / 

92 JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 
h. 1 | 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday next. 

Monday, March 11, 1776. 
' 1 \ ■ ' ( 

7JL?.ii. A Letter from Lord Sterling of the 8th incloC- 
. , -p. . 0 
ing three Papers $ and* 

A Letter of the Convention of NewYYork of the 

7th, inclofing ao application from Patrick Sinclair, 

a Prifoner for leave to return to Europe, were laid 

before Congrefs and read. 
< j t 

The Congrefs taking into conlideration the Let¬ 

ter from the Convention of New-York, and the ap¬ 

plication of My. Sinclair. 

Refolved, 

That Patrick Sinclair be allowed to re- 
t 

turn to Europe. 

Refolvecly 

That an order for 2Coo Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. Alfop, 

Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Sherman to enable them to 

pay for the Shoes purchafed by them for the 

Northern Army. 

Refolved, 

That a Committee of three be appointed 

to confer with General Lee, refpedling the ways 

and means of defending New-York• 

• ' > 0 » \ 

The Members chofen, Mr. R. Lee, Mr. Whipple9 

and Mr. Rutledge. 

The Committe of Claims reported that there is 

due. 

f 
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To Benjamin Tmn, for ,*j> Canteens, .he RmoffttnH; 

341*9 Dollars. 

Ordered, 
That the fame be paid, 

1 * 

Refolved, 
That the Committee on qualifications 

be directed to provide fix Medicine Chefts for the 

fix Virginia Battalions. 
> 

The Congrefs took into confideration the In- 

firuftions to the Commiffioners going to Canada, 

and having fpent fome time thereon, 

Refolved, , c 
That the farther confideration thereor 

be poftponed till to morrow. 

The matters to this day referred being pofi- 

poned. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to morrow. 

Tuesday, March 12. 1776. 

Refolved, Ma.t2. 
That an order for 20,000 Dollars be*—v—, 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of James Meafc 

Commiflary, he to be accountable. 

A Petition from Edmund Cujlis, and a Letter 

from the Committees of Accomac and Northamp¬ 

ton, were prefented to Congreis and read. 

Refolved, 
That the fame be referred to the Com¬ 

mittee of the whole Congrefs. 
* a Letter 

I 

f - 

« 

u 11 

1: 

/ 
' 7 



94 JOURNALS of CONGRESS'. 

^ Letter from fundry Inhabitants o£ Wejlmore- 
landy of the 6th inffant, was read. 

\ ‘ i 

Ordered to lie on the Table. 
1 1 » 

A Petition from Dr. Hall Jackfon, was prefent- 
ed to Congrefs and read. 

*• > <• 

Ordered to lie on the Table. 

The Congrefs then refumed the confederation of 

the Inffrudfions to the Commiffioners going to Ca~ 

?iada, and after fome time fpent thereon. 
Refolved, 

That the farther confederation thereof 
be poftponed till to morrow. 

The Committee to whom the Letter from Colo¬ 

nel Mofes Hazen, and the report of Perfons ap¬ 

pointed to flate the Account of Ioffes and damages 

fuftained by him in Canada were referred, brought 

in their leport, which was read as follows. 
1 f 't - t ■ ■ >• 

u It appears to your Committee that the lof* 

and damage fuffained by Colonel Hazen in Canada, 
have not been effimated with fufficient accuracy 

that fome of the articles enumerated in the Inven ¬ 

tory are prefumed to be over-rated, the quantities 

of feveral others reducible to exaefnefs in number, 

weight, or meafure, are not afeertained, and the 

reafons for the knowledge or belief of any of them 

by the witneffes, are not explicit enough in their 

examinations ; that although the grain, grafs, and 

hay mentioned in the Account are admitted by Col. 

Hazen y 
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Hazen, in his Letter, to have been partly deftroyed^ 

by the Minifterial Troops, the whole value is ex¬ 

tended ; that the eftimates of the Crops are .0 ge¬ 

neral, it cannot be difcovered by what rule tney 

were formed, or to what ftandard adj lifted 5 to at 

the damage done to the Dwelling-houfe, Stoue- 

houfe, Out-houies, Barn, and Farms, are not 

particularifed or fpecified; that a confiderable part 

of what a re-imburfement is claimed for, is Houle- 

hold-Furniture, Wearing-Apparel, Tools, Uten- 

fils Cables and Anchors, fuggefted to have been 

plundered by the Troops of the United Colonies 

and Canadians, who joined them ; and your Com¬ 

mittee believe that no reparation of the like kind 

hath yet been made by Congrefs; and that the 

profit which might have been made of the Mills and 

Houfes, if the Owner had not been deprived of the 

life of them, being merely contingent and conjectu¬ 

ral, are fuch as have not ufually been made good 

'in fimilar cafes.” Whereupon, 

Refolved, , . . ■ . 
That the Commiifioners who are going 

to Canada be defirecl to appoint proper Perfons to 

examine, hate, and fettle an Account of the lofs 

and damage ColOnel Hcizen hath fuftained in his 

' Property and Polfeffions in Canada, by the Forces 

of the United Colonies, and report the fame, with 

any fpecial matters they may think lit, to Congrels; 

annexing to their reports, the eftimates, examina¬ 

tions of the witnelfes, and other Papers relative 

thereto. 

RefolveJj 
That if any of the Gentlemen appoint-* 

rd Field Officers in the four Battalions railing ill 
New York) 
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•^fa^jNevt-York, for the defence of that Colony, are pro¬ 

vided for in Canada, they be directed to continue 

there, exerciling the Offices to which they are ap¬ 

pointed, and that others be de&ed in their room 

in the four Battalions aforefaid ; and that fuch of 

them as are not provided for in Canada, be dire&ed 

immediately to repair to their refpeftive Battalions. 

The matters to this day referred being poft> 
poned. 

/ 

* ✓ 

» Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, March 13. 1776. 
\ , y 

A Letter from the Committee of Effex in Neito 

°£ the 7th, and a Letter from Captain J, 

Macpherfon of the 12th were laid before Congrefe. 
and read. 

Refolvedy 

That an order for 1000 Dollars be drawn on the 

Treasurers in favour of Samuel Fairlamb, Con¬ 

tractor for fupplying Col. JVayne’s Battalion with 

Rations, he to be accountable. 
Refolvedy 

That the Bills drawn by the Treafurers 

of North-Carolinay for the ufe of the Continental 

Troops in that Colony be paid. 

Refolvedy 

That the Secret Committee be directed 

to fupply the Colony of Maryland with 500 lb. of 

Powder, for the ufe of Inhabitants of Cecil County. 

Refolvedy 

That a Committee of feven be appoint¬ 

ed 

1 
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ed to inquire and report the beft ways and means 

of railing the necehary fupplies to defray the ex- 

pences of the War for the prefentYear, over and 

above the emiffion of Bills of Credit. 
* v .... , , /'» ^ r • • 

Ma 

The Members chofen, Mr. John [on, Mr. Duane, 

Mr. Heiues, Mr. Gerry, Mr. R- Morris, Mr. Ward, 

and Mr. Wythe• 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due, 
* " ; r\ ’ \ 

To fundries, for expences incurred at the Oration 

in Memory of General Montgomery, the fum of 

94.3 Dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid 

to Dr. Franklin. 

Ordered, 
That the fame be paid. 

The Committee to whom the Memorial from the 

Indian Traders at Montreal was referred, brought 

in their report. 

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Com¬ 

mittee of the whole, to take into confideration the 
r • * J 

Memorial from the Merchants, Traders, and others, 

Inhabitants of Philadelphia, the Memorial of Ed¬ 

mund Cufiis, the Letters from the Committees of 

Nccomac and Northampton, the Letters from Ge¬ 

neral Wajhington, and the State of the Trade of 

the United Colonies, and after fome time the Pre- 

lident refumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported 

that the Committee have had under confideration 

the matters referred to them, but not having come 

N to 
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^^3'to any refolution delired him to move for leave to 
* fit again. 

Refolvedy 

I hat this Congrefs will to-morrow re¬ 

vive itfeif into a Committee of the whole, to take 

into their farther confideration the matters hereto*” 

fore referred to them. 

Mr. IV. Living ft on moved for leave to bring in a 

refolution for appointing a Faff, which was granted. 

Refolvedy 

That the Marine Committee be impow- 

ered to purchafe the armed Veffel now in the river 

Delaware, on the moft reafonable Terms, for the 

fervice of the Continent, and that her deftination 

be left to laid Committee. 
* ... - 

Refolvedy 

That the expences of the Horfes of Aids 

de Camp, when travelling in the public fervice, 

be charged to the account of the United Colonies. 

«<*> ''• r.V*" ’ * . '* 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, March 14, 1776. 

Ma. 14. The Committee appointed to confer with Gene- 

ral Lee refpefting the defence of New York, 

brought in their report which was read. Where¬ 

upon 

Refolvedy 

That eight thoufand Men be ordered 

for the defence of the Colony of New York. 

Refolvedy 

That Orders ifiue to Colonel Irwine9 

Colonel 
V 
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Colonel Shee, and Colonel Maga-ur, of the Penn-Me. 14. 

fylvania Troops, and to Colonel Dayton of the 

New Jerfey Troops, to inarch immediately with 

their refpettive Battalions to Arte York, and put 

themfelves under the direction of the Commanding 

Officer there. 

A Letter from General Prefcot of the 14^3 was 

laid before Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, 
That the Committee on Prifoners be 

dire&ed to confer with General Prefcot on the fub- 

jed of his Letter and report to Congrefs. 

Refolvedy 

That it be recommended to the feveral 

Affemblies, Conventions, and Committees 01 

Councils of Safety, of the United Colonies, im¬ 

mediately to caufe all Perfons to be dilarmed with¬ 

in their refpeftive Colonies, who are notonoufly 

difaffe&ed to the caufe of America, or who have 

not Affociated, and ffiall refufe to Affiociate to de^. 

fend by Arms thefe United Colonies again ft the 

hoftile Attempts of the Britifh Fleets and Armies 5 

and to apply the Arms taken from fuch Perlons in. 

each refpective Colony, in the firft place, to the 

arming the Continental droops raifed in faid Co¬ 

lony, in the next, to the arming fuch Troops as 

are raifed by the Colony for its own defence, and 

the reftdue to be applied to the arming the Affoci- 

ators •, that the Arms when taken be apprailed by 

indifferent Perfons, and fuch as are applied to the 

arming the Continental Troops be paid for by 

Congrefs, and the reftdue by the refpe&ive Aftem- 
blies, 
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Ma- H-blies, Conventions, or Councils or Committees of 

Safety : 

Ordered, 

That a Copy of the foregoing Refolu- 

tion be tranfmitted by the Delegates of each Color 

ny to their refpe£tive Affiemblies, Conventions, or 

Councils or Committees of Safety. 
*T 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due, 

To William Hencher, for Waggon-hire in convey¬ 

ing Captain Stevenfon’s Baggage,<ire. to Cambridgey 

the fum of 58.3 Dollars, and that the fame 

ought to be paid to Mofes Hunter. 

To Rachel Stlile, for boarding feveral Officers Pri- 

foners to the 8th of March inftant, the fum of 

224.7 Dollars. 

To Jofeph Fineur, for five hundred and eleven Tin 

Cartridge Boxes, the fum of 221.4 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the above Accounts be paid. 

The matters to this day referred being pofl- 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

1 ' 

Friday, March 15. 1776. 

/!<?.! 5. Sundry Letters being received were laid before 

comrrefs and read, viz. 
l) j 

r *■ ; • " . - x 

One from General Wajhington of the 7th, with. 

two 

poned 
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Papers inclofed, with a number of intercept:-M«g 
two 

cd Letters. 

Two from Lord Sterling of the 12th and 13 th' 

One from Lieutenant-Colonel Allen of the 13 th. 

One from the Convention of New York; and. 

I 

One from General Schuyler of the 6th. 

Refolved, r c* _ ' 

That the expences of the Horles ot Ue- 

neral Officers, when travelling in the fervice of the 

Continent, be defrayed by the United Colonies. 

Refolved, 
That four Mufkets and Bayonets be 

ent to the Delegates of Virginia, for the ufe of the 

Guards that accompany the Powder fent to t tat 

Colony. 

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Committee of 

the whole, to take into confideration the hate of 

New York, and after fome time the Prefident re¬ 

fumed the Chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that 

the Committee have come to certain refolutions, 

■which they direaed him to lay before Congreis, 

■which being done. 

Refolved, 
That Captain Nelfon with Ins Kiile 

Company be direaed immediately to repair to Nc w 

Tork. 

Refolved, . , 
That the Governor of Connecticut, the 

Conventions or Councils or Committees of Safety 

N 
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'f'Rj of New York and New Jerfey be requeued to hold 
- * their Militia in readinefs to march in fuch num¬ 

bers and at fuch times for the defence of New York 
as the Continental Commander at New York /hiP 
def,™ , and ,h„ ,he Pay of the Militils “'Li t 

the defence of New-York be the fame as that of the 
Continental Troops raifed and employed in the 
Middle Department, to commence from the time 
they begin their march. 

Refolved\ 

That Lord Sterling be directed to order 
the Troops deftined for Canada to proceed on their 
xnai eh, agreeable to their former orders* 

The rnatteis to this day referred 
poned. 

I poft- 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Saturday, March 16, 1776. 

Ma. 16. A Letter from Lord Sterling of the 14th, in- 
W-^dofing a Copy of general orders for the defence 

o! New York was laid before Congrefs and read. 
Refdvedy 

That a Letter be written to Lord Ster¬ 
ling, directing him immediately to fend forward 
the 1 owdei deftined for Cambridge, unlefs he has 
received exprefs advice from General IVaJhington, 
that -the enemy’s fleet and army have failed out of 
the harbour of Bojlon. 

Refolvedy 

i hat the Account of I\Tr* Price of 
Canada, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

A Petition 

/ 
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A Petition from Coquataginta or Captain White-^6. 

Eyes, was prefented to Congrefs and read, 

Refolved, 
Tnat it be referred to a Committee or 

three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. L. Morris, Mr. IVit- 

Jon, and Mr. R. H. Lee. 

Refolvedy 
That Captain Duncan Campbell, a Pri- 

foner at Lancajter, be permitted to come to Phila¬ 

delphia to meet his Wife and Children, and there 

relide till further orders* 

Mr. IV. Livingjloriy purfuant to leave granted, 

brought in a resolution for appointing a Fah, 

which being taken into consideration, was agreed*. 

to, as follows : 

In times of impending Calamity and Diftiefs, 

when the Liberties of America are imminently en¬ 

dangered by the Secret Machinations and. open 

Affaults of an infidious and vindictive Adminiftra- 

tion, it becomes the indifpenfible Duty of thefe, hi¬ 

therto free and happy Colonies, with true Peni¬ 

tence of Heart, and the moft reverent Devotion, 

publicly to acknowledge the over-ruling Providence 

of God : to confefs and deplore our Offences a- 

gainft him *, and to Supplicate his interpofition for 

averting the threatened Danger, and profpering 

our ftrenuous Efforts in the caufe of Freedom, Vii- 

tue, and Pofterity. 

The Congrefs, therefore, confidering the war¬ 
like 
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^*•16-like Preparations of the Britijh Miniftry to fubvert 

^ our invaluable Rights and Privileges, and to reduce 

us by Fire and Sword, by the Savages of the Wil- 

deinefs, and our own Domeffics, to the mod: ab- 

jefl and ignominious Bondage : Defirous, at the 

fame time, to have People of all Ranks and De¬ 

grees, duly hnpreffied with a folemn Senfe of God’s 
iuperintending Providence, and of their Duty, de¬ 

voutly to rely in all their lawful Enterprizes on his 

Aid and Dire&ion-do earneftly recommend, 

that Friday, the 17th Day of May next, be obferv- 

ed by the faid Colonies as a Day of Humiliation, 

Failing, and Prayer ; that we may with united 

Hearts confefs and bewail our manifold Sins and 

Ti anfgi eiiions, and by a fincere Repentance and 

Amendment of Life, appeafe his righteous Difplea- 

fare, and through the Merits and Mediation of: 

Jlsi s CiIRist, obtain his Pardon and Forgive- 

iKis; humbly imploring his Affiflance to fruflrate 

tne cruel Purpofes of our unnatural Enemies; and 

by inclining their Hearts to Juflice and Benevo¬ 

lence, prevent the further EfFufion of kindred 

Blood. But if, continuing Deaf to the Voice of 

lieafon and Humanity, and inflexibly Bent on De¬ 

fection and War, they conflrain us to repel their 

hoflile Invaflons by open refiflance, that it may 

pleafe the Lord of Hofs, the God of Armies, to 

». our Officers and Soldiers with invincible 

fortitude, to guard and protect them in the Day 

of Battle, and to Crown the Continental Arms by 

• Sea and Land with Victory and Succefs : Earnefl- 

ly befeeching him to blefs our Civil Rulers, and the 

Reprefentatives of the People, in their feveral Af- 

fcmblies and Conventions; to preferve and ftrength- 

en 

* 

4 
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V 1 , t 

cn their Union, to infpire them with an ardent dif-^.16. 

interefled Love of their Country •, to give WifdonT 

and {lability to their Councils ; and direct them 

to the mofi efficacious Meafures for eflablifhing the 

Rights of America on the mofi honourable and 

permanent Bafis—-that he would be gracioufly 

pleafed to blefs all his People in thefe Colonies 

with Health and Plenty, and grant that a Spirit of 

incorruptible Patriotifm, and of pure undefiled Bn- 

ligion, may univerfally prevail; and this Continent 

be fpeedily reftored to the Blefiings of Peace and 

Liberty, and enabled to tranfmit them inviolate to 

the latefl Poflerity. And it is recommended to 

Chriftians of all Denominations to afTemble for 

public Worfhip, and abflain from fervile Labour 

on the faid Day. 

Refolvedy 

That another Brigadier General be 

appointed in the Continental Army. 

The Ballots being taken and examined. 

The Baron de Woedtke was elected. 

Refolvedy 

That Frederic William, Baron de Woedtke, 

appointed Brigadier General in the Army of the 

United Colonies, be ordered immediately to repair 

to New Torky there to remain until the Commiffi- 

oners appointed to go into Canada fhall reach that 

Colony: and that he be directed to join and accom¬ 

pany them into Canada, and there ferve under the 

Commander of the Continental Troops in that 

Province. 

O Refolvedy 
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Ma. 16. Refolvedy 

^ v • That Carpenter Wharton continue, a™ 

greeable to his contract, to fupply with rations the 

Pcnnfylvania Battalions ferving in New York. 
t 

A Petition from Jofeph Blewer, and Daniel Rq- 

hinfon was prefented to Congrefs and read. 

That it be referred to a Committee of 

the whole Congrefs. 

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Com¬ 

mittee of the whole, to. take into their farther con™ 

federation the Memorial from the Merchants, 

Traders, and others, Inhabitants cf Philadelphia, 

the Memorial from Edmund Cuftis, and the Letters 

from the Committees of Accomac and Northampton, 

and the Petition from Jofeph Blewer and Daniel 

Rohinfon, &c. And after fome time the Prefident 

relumed the Chair, and Mr, Harrifon reported 

that the Committee have had under consideration 

the matters to them referred, but not having come 

to a conclulion, defired him to move for leave to 

fit again. 

Refolved, 

That this Congrefs will on Monday next 

refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take 

into their farther conlideration the matters refer¬ 

red to them. 
V 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday. 

% 

Monday 

j 
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Monday, March 18. 1776. Ma. 18. 
.y-* -~v 

' Refolved, 
That the Treafurers be dire&ed to lay 

on the Table an account of the Silver and Gold 
* 

Coin in the Treafury. 

Refolved^ * 
That Monf. Arundel be directed to re¬ 

pair to the Southern Department, and put himfelf 

under the command of General Lee; and that 

General Lee, if he find him capable, be directed 

to employ him in the Artillery fervice. 

Refolved, 
That an order for 20,000 Dollars be 

*drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. James 

Meafe, to be applied to the procuring necefiaries, 

and to the payment of the fubfiftance of the Penn- 

fylvania Battalions ; and that the Colonels be di¬ 

rected to account with Mr. Meafe for the feveral 

fums advanced to them. 

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Commit¬ 

tee of the whole to take into their farther confide- 

ation the Memorial from the Merchants, Traders, 

and others, Inhabitants of Philadelphia ,the Memorial 

of Edmund Cujlis, the Letters from the Committees 

of Accomac and Northampton, and the Petition of 

Jofeph Blower and Daniel Robin foil, and after fome 

time the Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr. 

Harrifon reported that the Committee have had 

under conficleration the matters to them referred, 

and have come to fundry refolutions, but that not 

having concluded, they defired him to move for 

leave to fit again. 

, Mr, 

» 
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v 

Ma.18, Mr. jfenry not having accepted the Commiffion 

^^of Colonel1, the Congrefs proceeded to the election 

of a Colonel for the firft Virginia Battalion, and 

the Ballots being taken, 
\ 1 

William Chriflian, Efq. formerly Lieutenant-Co¬ 

lonel in faid Battalion, was elected Colonel ; and, 

Francis Eppes, Efq. formerly Major, was elected 

Lieutenant-Colonel; and, 
i 

John Greeny Efq. was elected Major* 

Refolvedy 

That this Congrefs will to-morrow 
again refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole 

to take into their farther copfideration the matters 

referred to them. 
i l > \ 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to morrow* 

Tuesday, March 19. 1776. 

Rejolvedy 

That 'Monf. Dohicky Arundel be ap¬ 

pointed a Captain of Artillery in the Continental 

fervice. 

That General Lee be directed to fet on foot the 

railing a Company of Artillery, and that it be re¬ 

commended to the Convention or Committee of 

Safety of Virginia, to appoint the other officers of 

/ the faid Company of Artillery. 

A Letter of the 15 th from Colonel Dayton was 

laid before Congrefs and read* o 
Refolvedy 
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Refolved, 

*09 

Ma. 19- 

1: 

That it be referred to the Committee 
' . a \ 

for procuring Mufkets. 

A Letter of the 17th from the Convention of 

New-Jerfey was laid before Congrefs and rea 

Refolved, ~ 
That Captain Woolverton with his Com- 

pany be taken into the fervice of the United Co¬ 

lonies } and that he be directed to repair with his 

Company as foon as properly armed and accouter¬ 

ed, to New York, and put himfelf under the Com¬ 

manding Officer there •, and that the pay of Captain 

Woolverton’s Company commence from the time 

they are provided with Arms and Accoutiements. 

A Letter from Colonel Beletre, a Canadian Pri- 

foner, and fundry Letters from Cameron and Smith 

\yere read. 
Refolved, 

That they be referred to the .Committee 

on Prifoners. 

Refolvedy 
That the Secret Committee be dire&ed 

to fupply Captain Barry of the Brig Lexington with 

one Ton of Powder. 

Ordered, 
That the Committee, to whom was re¬ 

ferred the ftate and htuation of the Prifoners at 

;Trenton, report thereon as foon as poffible. 

Refolved, 
That the fum of 250s,000 Dollars be 

fent to the Pay-Mafter General, for the ufc of the 

Army under the immediate command of General 

Wajhington. ^'tlt 

f 
/ 

1 

— 

i 
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iI/,7.19. That the fum of 50,000 Dollars be fent to Ge- 

1 V neral Schuyler, for the ufe of the Army under liis 
command. 

V 

The Committee appointed to prepare Inflrufti- 

ons to the Commiffioners going to Canada, brought 

tn a draught of farther Initiations, and of a Com- 
million, which was read. 

• » 

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Commits 

tee of the whole, to take into their farther confi- 

deration the Memorial from the Merchants, Tra¬ 

ders, and others. Inhabitants of Philadelphia, the 

Memorial from Edmund Gvftis, the Letters from 

the Committees of Accomac and Northampton, and 

the Petition of Jofeph Blevjer and Daniel Robinfon, 

and after fome time the Prefident refumed the 

Chair, and Mr. Harrifon reported that the Com¬ 

mittee have had under conlideration the Matters 

to them referred, and have come to fundry refo- 

lutions, which they directed him to lay before 
Congrefs. 

t 

.The report of the Committee being read, 
' Refolved, 

I hat a Committee of three be appointed 

to draw a Declaration purfuant to faid report, and 
lay the fame before Congrefs. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Wythe> Mr, Jay, and 
Mr. mifon. 

Refolved, 

That it be an Inftruftion to faid Com¬ 

mittee to lcceive and infert a claufe or claufes, 

that 
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that “ all Seamen and Mariners on board of Mer-^19. 

chant Ships and Veffels, taken and condemned as 

Prizes, ffiall be intitled to their Pay, according to 

the terms of their Contract, until the time of con- 

demnation. 

The Committee to whom the Letter1 and Que¬ 

ries of Mr. Meafe were referred, brought in their 

report which was read. 

Ordered to lie on the Table. 
Refolved, 

That Mr. Whipple be appointed a Mem- 

ber of the Marine Committee, and of the Com¬ 

mittee for receiving the applications and examining 

the qualifications of Gentlemen applying for Offices 

in the Continental fervice. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from Gene¬ 

ral tVafbington of the 14th and 26th February laft, 

and the LetterjFromLord Sterling of the fame Month 

were referred, brought in their report, which was 

read, and the fame being taken into confideration, 

Refolvedy 

That the firft part thereof be re-com¬ 

mitted. 

Refolvedy 

That the value of the paffage Boat, 

York, be made good to Michael Kearneyy Jun. the 

owner thereof; it appearing that flie was impreffed 

into the Continental fervice, and employed in 

taking the Ship Blue-Mountain l alley, and foi 

that reafon afterwards feized and detained by ol¬ 

der of Captain Parker, Commander of the Britijb 

Ship 

/ 

/ 

/ 
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f^hip of Wax-, Phenix; and that Lord Sterling be 

^ 'defired to appoint proper perfons to Value faid 

Boat, and report fuch valuation to Congrefs. 
Refolvedy 

That a Member be elefted for the Secret 

Committee in the room of Mr. Bartlett, who is 
abfent. 

' e ' v i ! 
t ' N 

The Ballots being taken. 

Mr. R. H. Lee was elected. 

Adjourned to ten. occlock to-morrow- 

Wednesday, March 20, 1776. 

.A Lctter from Lord Sterling of the 16th, was 
laid before Congrefs and read. 

Refolvedy 

That three Members be elected for the 

Committee appointed to confider the propriety of 

a Wai-Office in the room of three, who are necef- 
farily abfent. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. R. H* 

Leey and Mr. Johnfon. 

Refolvedy 

That the fum of 3000 Dollars be advan¬ 

ced to Colonel Magaw for the purpofe of purchas¬ 

ing Fire Arms for his Battalion, he to be account¬ 
able. 

Refolvedy 
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The Conorefs refumed the confideration of the Ma.20. 

Inftruftions and Commiffion to the Deputies or 

Commiffioners going to Canada, and the fame be¬ 

ing debated by Paragraphs, were agreed to, as 

follows : 

Instructions, &e, 

.. •. <• ■ 1 

Gentlemen> 

You are with all convenient difpatch 

to repair to Canada, and make known to the Peo¬ 

ple of that Country, the wifhes and intentions of 

the Congrefs with refpedft to them. 

Reprefent to them that the Arms of the United 

Colonies having beeen carried into that Province 

for the purpofe of fruftrating the defigns of the 

Britijlo Court againft our common Liberties, we 

expeft not only to defeat the hoftile machinations 

of Governor Carlton againft us, but that we fliail 

put it into the power of our Canadian Brethren to 

purfue fuch meafures for fecuring theft own free¬ 

dom and happinefs, as a generous love of Liberty 

and found Policy {hall diftate to them. 

Inform them, that in our judgment their Inte- 

refts and ours are infeparably united ; that it is 

impoftible we can be reduced to a fervile fubmiffion 

to Great Britain without their {haring our fate : 

and, on the other hand, if we (hall obtain, as we 

doubt not we fhall, a full eftablifhment of our 

rights, it depends wholly on their choice, whether 

P they 
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j^^^they will participate with us in tliofe bleftings,or ftill 

remain fubjedl to every aft of Tyranny, which Bri- 

tijh Miniflers fliall pleafe to exercife over them. 

Urge all fuch arguments, as your prudence fliall 

^ in force our opinion concerning the mu¬ 

tual intereft of the two Countries, and to convince 

them of the impoflibility of the War being conclu- 

ded to the difadvantage of thefe Colonies, if we wife¬ 

ly ancl vigorously co-operate with each other. 

lo convince them of the uprightnefs of our in¬ 

tentions towards them, you are to declare that it 

is our inclination, that the People of Canada may 

fet up fuch a Form of Government, as will be moll' 

likely, in their judgment, to produce their happi- 

nefs : And you are in the ftrongeft terms to allure 

them, that it is our earned: delire to adopt them 

into our Union, as a lifter Colony, and to fecure 

the fame general Syftem of mild and equal Laws 

for them and for ourfelves, with only fuch local 

differences as may be agreeable to each Colony 

respectively. 

Allure the People of Canada, that we have no 

apprehenlion that the French will take any part 

with Great Britain; but that it is their intereft, 

and we have reafon to believe their inclination to 

cultivate a friendly intercourfe with thefe Colonies. 

You are from this, and fuch other reafons as 

may appear mo ft proper, to urge the necellity the 

People are under of immediately taking fome deci¬ 

sive ftep, to put themfelves under the protection 

of the United Colonies. For expediting fuch a 

* meafure. 



MARCH, 1776. 115 

meafure, you are to explain to them our method 

of collecting the fenfe of the People, and conduc¬ 

ting our Affairs regularly by Committees of Ob ei- 

vation and Infpe&ion in the feveral Diftncts, and 

by Conventions and Committees of Safety in the 

feveral Colonies. Recommend thefe modes to 

them. Explain to them the nature and principles 

of Government among Freemen ; developing, in 

contraft to thofe, the bafe, cruel, and infidious 

defigns involved in the late Aft of Parliament, for 

making a more effectual provifion for the Govern¬ 

ment of tire Province of Quebec. Endeavour to 

Simulate them by motives of Glory as well as In- 

tereft, to affume a part in a Conteft, by which 

they mull be deeply affefted, _ and to afpire to a 

portion of that Power, by which they are ruled, 

and not to remain the mere fpoils and prey of Con- 
r ‘ ' ~ ji‘ > a 

querors and Lords. 

You are further to declare, that we hold facred 

the Rights of Confcience, and may promife to the 

whole People, folemnly in our Name, the free and 

undiRurbed exercife of their Religion, and to the 

Clergy the full, perfect, and peaceable enjoyment 

of all their Eftates ; that the government of every 

thing relating to their Religion and Clergy, fliall 

be left intirely in the hands of the good I eople of 

that Province, and fuch Legiflature as they fliall 

conllitute *, provided, however, that all other de¬ 

nominations of Cliriftians be equally intitled to hold 

Offices, and enjoy civil Privileges, and the free 

exercife of their Pveligion, and be totally exempt 

from the payment of any Tithes or daxes for the 

fupport of any Religion. 
Inform 

t 
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Ma. 2 
°j Inform them that you are vefted by this Con- 

grefs with full Powers to effeft thefe purpofes; and 

therefore prefs them to have a complete reprefen- 

tation of the People affembled in Convention with 

all poffible expedition, to deliberate concerning the 

eftablifhment of a Form of Government, and a 

Union with the United Colonies. As to the terms 

of Union, infift on the propriety of their being ii~ 

milar to thofe on which the other Colonies unite. 

Should they objetf: to this, report to this Congrefs 

the Obje&ions, and the Terms on which alone they 

wijj come into our Union. Should they agree to 

our Terms, you are to promife in the names of the 

United Colonies, that we will defend and proteft 

the People of Canada againft all enemies, in the 

fame manner as we will defend and protect any of 

the United Colonies. 

You are to eftablifh a free Prefs, and to give 

directions for the frequent publication of fucli 

Pieces as may be of fervice to the caufe of the U- 

nited Colonies. 

You are to fettle all difputes between the Cana¬ 

dians and the Continental Troops, and to make 

fuch regulations relating thereto, as you fhall judge 

proper. * 
/ . 

TT V 

i ou are to make a drift and impartial Inquiry 

into the caufe of the imprifonment of Colonel Du 

Free, Lieutenant-Colonel Nefeu, Major St. George 

Du Free, and Major Gray, Officers of the Militia, 

and of John Frazer, Efq, late a Judge of the Po¬ 

lice at Montreal^ and take fuch orders concerning 

them as you ffiall judge mod: proper. 

Im 

i 

» 
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In reforming any abufes you may obferve^* 

in 'Canada, eftablifhing and enforcing regula¬ 

tions for prefervation of Peace and good Order 

there, and cornpofing differences between t le 

Troops of the United Colonies and the Canadians, 

all Officers and Soldiers are required to yield Obe¬ 

dience to you , and to enforce the decisions that 

you or any two or you may make, you ai»- impower 

e<J to fufpend any Military Officer from the exer- 

cife of his Commiffion, till the pleafure of the Con« 

grefs ihall be known, if you or any two of: you fliall 

think it expedient. 

You are alfo empowered to fit and vote as mem¬ 

bers of Councils of War, in directing fortificati¬ 

ons and defences to be made, or to be demoliflied, 

by Land or by Water ; and to draw orders on the 

Prefident for any fums of Money, not exceeding 

one hundred thoufand Dollars in the whole, to 

defray the expence of the Works. 

Laftly, You are, by all the means you can ufe, 

to promote the execution of the Refolutions now 

made, or hereafter to be made in Congicfs. 

On Motion Refolved, 
That the following additi¬ 

onal Inftruftions be given to the Coimniffioncis 

aforefaid. 

You are impowered and directed to promote 

md encourage the Trade of Canada with the Indian 

Nations, and to grant Paffports for the carrying it 

do, as far as it may confifi with the fafety of the 

Troops, and the public Good. 
You 

/ \ 
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AAj *0U ar£ a^° ^‘re^e^ and authorifed to affure 
the Inhabitants of Canada, that their Commerce 

with foreign Nations ihall in all refpedts be put up¬ 

on an equal footing with, and encouraged and pro¬ 

tected in the fame manner as the Trade of the Unit- 
ed Colonies. 

* > , '• 

Yon are alfo directed to nfe every wife and pru¬ 

dent meafure to introduce and give credit and cir-* 

culation to the Continental Money in Canada. 

In cafe the former refolution of Congrefs re¬ 

flecting the EngliJJo American Troops in Canada 

has not been carried into effect, you are directed to 

ufe your heft endeavours for forming a Battalion 

of the New York Troops in that Country, and to 

appoint the Field and other Officers out of the 

Gentlemen who have continued there during the 

Campaign, according to their refpective ranks and 

merit. And it it fhould be found impracticable, 

you are to direct fuch of them as are provided for 

in the four Battalions now raffing in New York, to 

repair to their refpeetive Corps. To enable you to 

carry this refolution into eifeft, you are furniffied 

With Blank Commiffions fgned by the Prefident. 

Rcfolved, 

That the Memorial from the Indian 

Traders redding at Montreal be delivered to the 

Commiffioncrs going to Canada. 

The draught of the Commiffion being taken in¬ 

to confidcration, and debated by Paragraphs was 

agreed to/as follows : 

The 
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The Delegates of the United Colonies of New Ma.20» 
O' . 1 

HampfoirCy Sec. to Benjamin Frankliny L. L. D. 

Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences at 

Paris, F. Ft. S. Sec. See. one of the Delegates of 

the Colony of Pennfylvaniay Samuel Chafe, Eiq. 

one of the Delegates of the Colony of Marylandy 

and Charles Carroll of Carrolltony Efq. of the faid 

Colony of Maryland, Greeting. Know ye, that we, 

repofing Tpecial Truft and Confidence in your zeal, 

fidelity, abilities, and affiduity, do, by thefe pre- 

fents, conftitute and appoint you, or any two of 

you, CommiffionerS for and on behalf of us, and 

all the People of the United Colonies, whom we 

reprefent, to promote or to form an Union between 

the faid Colonies and the People of Canaday accord¬ 

ing to the Inftru&ions herewith delivered you, and 

fuch as you may hereafter receive, and to execute all 

fuch matters and things, as you are or fhall be di¬ 

rected by your faid Inftru&ions. And we do require 

all Officers, Soldiers, and others, who may facilitate 

your negociation, or promote the fuccels thereof, 

to aid and affift you therein *, and you are from time 

to time to tranfmit and report your proceedings to 

Congrefs. This Commiffion to continue in force 

till revoked by this or a future Congrefs, 

Dated at Philadelphia this Day of 

By order of Congrefs. 

Rcfolved, 

That Mr, Franklin, Mr. Adamsy and 

Mr. Chafe, be appointed to confer with Mr. Wrix- 

GHy to examine into his Military Abilities, and in¬ 

quire 

* 
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Mil.20. quire whether he is willing to engage in the fervIcC 

of the United Colonies, and report to Congrefs. 
* v 

Colonel St. Clair having informed Congrefs that 

Michael Hifnagle, appointed a firfl* Lieutenant, 

and James 0 Hat a, and Abel Morris, appointed 

Enfigns in his Battalion, have declined to accept 

their Commiffions, the Committee on qualificati¬ 

ons recommended Thomas Butler in the room of 

/!/. Hifnagle, George McCulloch in the room of 

James O'Hara, and George Rofs in the room of 

Abel Morris. 

Refolved, 

That they be accepted, and that Com- 

millions be granted to them accordingly. 

Refolved, 

That the Committee of Safety of New 

Jerfey be defired to remove the Prifoners from 

Trenton to fuch place or places in that Colony, as 

may be thought convenient, at a proper diftance 

from the Sea and the Port Ptoads, fubjecl to the 

regulations formerly made refpecbng Prifoners. 

Refolved, 

, . That all Officers, Prifoners, who lhall 

refufe to lubfcribe the Parole ordered by Congrefs, 

be committed to Prifon. 

The Committee appointed to promote the mak¬ 

ing of Mufkets, to whom Colonel Dayton's Letter 

refpefling the quality of the Arms taken by Colo¬ 

nel Heard on Long If and was referred, brought in 

their report, which was read ; whereupon the Con¬ 

grefs came to the following refolution : 

Whereas 

V 
v 
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Whereas in the Execution of the refolve of Con-Ma.io* 

grefs of the 14th, refpefting the difarming of difaf-^^ 

felled Perfons, many Fire Arms may be taken, 

which may not be fit to arm any of the Troops 

mentioned therein. Therefore, 

Hefolvedy 

That all the Fire Arms fo taken being 

appraifed according to faid refolve, none of them 

fhall be paid for, but thofe that are fit for the ufe 

of fuch Troops, or that may conveniently be fo 

made, and the remainder fhall be fafely kept by 

the faid Affemblies, Conventions, Councils or Com¬ 

mittees of Safety, for the owners, to be delivered 

to them when the Congrefs fhall direft. 

The Committee appointed to confider the beft 

ways and means of fupplying the Army in Canada. 

with Provifions and NecefTaries brought in their re¬ 

port, which was read. 

Refolve d. 

That the fame be referred for confide- 

ration till to-morrow. 

A Petition of John Second was prefented to Con¬ 

grefs and read, and the confideration thereof, at 

the requefl of a Colony, was deferred till to-mor¬ 

row. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due, 

To Abraham Hunt, for Provifions, Fire-wood, 

See. to the Prifoners at Trenton, and for Horfe- 

hire for the public Service, the furn of 607.6 

Dollars. 

O To 
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Ma.20.To Ephraim Elaine, Efq. for neceflaries furnifhed 

the Rifle Companies, the fum of 129.7 dollars; 

of which fum 44*3 Dollars are to be charged to 

Captain Hendricks, and 65 Dollars to Captain 

Chambers. 

To fundries, on certificates for necefTaries furnilh- 

ed to one of the Rifle Companies, the fum of 

122.5 Dollars, of which fum 101.4 Dollars, 

being for Rifles, &c. furnilhed to Captain Clug- 

gage's Company, to be charged to faid Com¬ 

pany ; the amount of the Certificates to be paid 

to Bernard Dougherty, Efq. 

To William Baufmany for Provifions, &c. furnilhed 

the Prifoners in Lancajler, the fum of 1528.8 

Dollars. 

To the Committee of Frederick, the fum of 52.7 

Dollars, to be paid to Thomas Johnfon, Efq. 

To Francis Lee, for 483 Meals dieting of General 

Lee9s Guard, the fum of 48.3 Dollars. 

To Conrad JJlJler, for 185 Meals dieting the faid 

Men, 19 Dollars. • 

To Mary Bryant, for 288 Meals dieting the faid 

Men, 28 Dollars. 

To Ann Todd, for 153 Meals dieting the faid Men, 

the fum of 15.8 Dollars. 

Orderedy 

That the above Accounts be paid. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, March 21, 1776. 

M.a. 21. A Letter of the 7th from General Schuyler, with 

a return of the forces before dhiebec, was laid be¬ 

fore Congrefs and read. 

Refolvedy 
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liefolv ed, '[ 
That it be referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. 

Harr if on, and Mr. S. Adams• 

Refolved, 
That the Committee of Safety of Penn¬ 

sylvania be requefted to employ fome trutty Per¬ 

sons in each County to purchale as many good 

Muikets as will be Sufficient to Arm the Battalions 

raifed in faid Colony and that they exert their 

■utmoft diligence in procuring the faid Arms Speedi¬ 

ly and on the mod: reafonable Terms ; that an 

Order for 12,000 Dollars be drawn on the Trea¬ 

surers in favour of faid Committee to pay for the 

Arms, the faid Committee to be accountable. 

Refolved, 

That the fum of 600 Dollars be Sent to 

Colonel Charles Stuart, and that he be defired to 

mutter Captain IVoolv'er ton's Company, and when 

he finds them properly armed, accoutred, and ready 

to march, to furnifh them with necettaries, and 

expedite their march to New York, agreeable to the 

orders of Congrefs ; Mr. Stuart to be accountable 

for the Money put into his Hands. 

Refolved, 
That Monf. le Chevalier de St. Aulaire 

be permitted to raife an Independant Company of 

Rangers in Canada, with the pay of a Captain ; or, 

in cafe he (hall not be able to raife Such a Company, 

that he be recommended to the Commanding Of¬ 

ficer in Canada, to be employed in fuch Service 

there, as may be thought Suitable to his Genius 

and Ability. 

Refolved, 

That it be recommended to the Several 

Attemblies 
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Ma.zi-Affemblies, Conventions, and Councils or Com- 

' ■ 'mittces of Safety, and Committees of Correfpond- 

ence and Inflection, that they exert their utmoft 

Endeavours to promote the Culture of Hemp, Flax, 

and Cotton, and the growth of Wool in thefe 

United-Colonies* 

Refohcdy 
\ 

That it be recommended to the faid 

AfTemblies, Conventions, and Councils or Com¬ 

mittees of Safety, that they take the earlieft Mea¬ 

sures for ereCHng and eflablifhing in each and eve¬ 

ry Colony, a Society for the improvement of A- 

griculture. Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce, 

and to maintain a Correfpondence between fuch 

Societies, that the rich and numerous natural Ad¬ 

vantages of this Country for fupporting its Inhabi¬ 

tants may not be neglected. 

That it be recommended to the faid AfTemblies, 

Conventions, and Councils or Committees of Safe¬ 

ty, mat they xorthwith confider of ways and means 

of introducing the Manufactures of Duck and Sail¬ 

cloth, and Steel into fuch Colonies, where they 

are not now underifood, and of encouraging, in-" 

creating, and improving them, where they are. 

Refolvedy 

That a Committee of three be appoint¬ 

ed to fuperintend the Printing the Journals ofCon- 

grefs ; and that, if the prefent Printer cannot exe¬ 

cute the Work with fufheient Expedition, they be 

empowered to employ another Printer. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Wilforiy Mr. Harri- 

foiiy and Mr. Allen. 

The 
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The matters to this day referred being poft-M* 

poned, 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Friday, 'March 22. 1776. 

A Letter of the 13 th from General Wafhington 

inclofing the proceedings of a Council of War, 

alfo a Letter from Lord Sterling of the ioth, were 

laid before Congreis and read. 

A Petition from cThoro,vjgood Smithy and otneis, 

was prefented to Congrefs and read, fetting foith 

that they have procured a VefTel, and raifed Mo¬ 

ney to fit her out as a Privateer, in order to cruife 

and guard the Coafi: of Virginia, and praying that 

a Commifiion be granted to h iihara Snippen, to 

whom they propofe to give the command of faid 

VefTel ; and farther that the Congrefs will grant 

them a finall quantity of Powder, upon their mak¬ 

ing fatisfaclion for the fame. 

Refolvedy 

That a Commifiion be granted to Wil¬ 

liam Shipper, as Captain of the above mentioned 

VefTel, for the purpofes aforefaid. 

Refolved, 

That the Secret Committee be directed 

to fell Captain William Shipper, 3 00 of Powder, 

for the ufe of his VefTel. 
The 
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C-rs3* • ^1C ^omm^ttee appointed to prepare a Declara¬ 
tion purfuant to certain refolutions, brought in a 

Draught, which was read, 
Refolvedy 

That the Petition of John Secord be re¬ 
ferred to a Committee of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Penn, Mr. Rutledge, 
and Mr. Jay. £ 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 
due. 

On Account of Expences in conveying Powder, the 

fum of 8.3 Dollars, and that the fame ought to 

be paid to John Morton, Efq. 

lo Matthias Sloughy for Provihons furnifhed the 

Prifoners in Lancqfter, the fum of 226.8 Dollars. 

To Ephraim Blaine^ for fun dry Articles omitted 

in the Account of JLxpences at the Treaty with 

the Indians at Pittfburgy the fum of 90.5 Dollars. 

To fundries, on Certificates for neceifaries furnifh¬ 

ed to Captain Stephenfon's Company in Virginia, 

the fum of 58.3 Dollars, and that the fame 

ought to be paid to Timothy Matlack, of which 

14.7 Dollars, being for a Riffle, to be charged 

to Captain Steven/on, 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 

Refolvedy 

That the fum of 750 Dollars be ad¬ 

vanced to the Baron de Wosdike, lie to be account¬ 

able out of his Pav. 

Refolvedy 

1 
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. Refolved, . _ , 
That the Rank of all fuch Officers inv-'VN“/ 

the Continental Army, as held fitnilar Commiffi- 

ons in that fervice, before the term of their late ap¬ 

pointment expired, be fettled by the dates of their 

former, and not their prefent Commiffions. 

The Affembly of the Counties on D clew are, 

having recommended a Gentleman to be Major or 

the Battalion ordered to be raifed in that Colony, 

in the room of John M'Pherfon, Jun. Efq. who x 

fell before Shiebec, and never received his Com- 

miffion, the Congrefs proceeded to the election, «.nd 

the Ballots being taken and examined* 

I27 

Ma» 2 2» 

Thomas McDonnough was elected. 

Refolved, 
* That an Order for 12,060 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of the Commit¬ 

tee of Safety of Delaware Government, for the ufe 

of the Battalion raifed in that Colony, the faid 

Committee to be accountable. 

The Congrefs took into confideration the Decla¬ 

ration brought in by the Committee, and after de¬ 

bate, the further confideration thereof, at the re*- 

queft of a Colony, was poftponed till to-morrow. 

Ordered, 
That the Secretary publifh the fubftancc 

of the Letters received from theCamp at Cambridge. 

Refolved, 
That the Marine Committee be ini pow¬ 

ered to difpofe of the Coal on Board the Bine- 
Mountain 
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dWljMountain Valley, in fuch manner as they (hall judre 
moft for the benefit of the United Colonies. 

/' • ,»■ .• - . # • 

The matters to this day referred being poft- 
poned. D r 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Saturday, March 23. 1776. 

Ahr 23. A Letter from James Young was laid before Con- 
gras and read, requefting that his Son John, who 
eloped from him laft January, and got on board the 
Phenix Ship of War, but is now fortunately aPri« 
foner in New York, may be permitted on his Parole 
to refide at the Mate of his late Grandfather, Dr, 
Cr reeme. 

Refolved, 

That Mr. 2 oung*s rcquefl be granted. 

A Letter from Lord Sterling of the 18th, in- 
doling a Letter from William de Hart, and a Letter 
fiom the Captains and Subalterns of the firft Arezu- 
Jerfey Battalion. Alfo, 

A Memorial from Thomas Scott of Hunterdon, 

defiring that he may be appointed a Captain of a 
Company of Rangers. And, 

A Letter from S. Badlam were laid before Con- 
grefs and read. 

Refolved, 
K. 

I hat the laid Letters be referred to the 
Committee on qualifications. 

Refolved, 
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Ma.27. 

- Rf/olved, 
That an Order for 30,000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Thomas 

Lowry, Commiftary for the ufe of the New Jerfey 

Battalions, he to be accountable* 

The Committee on qualifications having recom¬ 

mended Peter Scull to be Brigade-Ivlajor in the 

Army of the United Colonies in the Middle De¬ 

partment ; 

Jofeph Davenport to be Captain in the third 

Rennfylvania Battalion in the room of Mr. Scull; 

Evan Edwards to a Captain in Laid Battalion in 

the room of Mr. Allice, who has refigned ; 

William Tilton to be a fir ft Lieutenant in faid Bat¬ 

talion in the room of Evan Edwards ; 

Garret Steddiford to be an Enfign in the faid 

Battalion *, 

And having alfo recommended the following 

Perfons for Colonel Irvine's Battalion, viz. 

Robert Wilfon to be a firft Lieutenant in the room 

of William M‘Cleland, refigned ; 

John Alexander, to be a firft Lieutenant in the 

room of Robert White> refigned ; 

Andrew Irvine, a fecond Lieutenant in the room 

of John Alexander ; 

Neeper, an Enfign in the room of 

John Murray who has refigned > 

R Refolved? 
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Ma.2%. Rejdved , 
V/VNJ 7 

That they be accepted, and that Corn- 

millions be granted to them accordingly. 
Refolvedy 

That*the fum of 3200 Dollars in Specie 

be advanced to Mr. Cole, to be by him delivered to 

the Commanding Officer in Canada, for the fervice 

of the Continent, and that he be defired to proceed 
thither immediately. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 
due, 

To Dr. Jonathan Potts, for attendance on the fe- 

cond and fourth Pennfylvania Battalions, the 
fum of 67.6 Dollars. 

To Nathaniel Heard, for expences in the expediti¬ 

on againft the Tories on Long IJland, the fum of 
'2 16l.6 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 
t . " 

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the 

declaration which was agreed to as follows : 

Whereas the Petitions of the United Colonies 

to the King for the redrefs of great and manifold 

Grievances have not only been rejected but treated 

with Scorn and Contempt, and the oppofition to 

deftgns evidently formed to reduce them to a ftate 

of fervile Subje&ion, and their neceffiary Defence 

againft hoftile Forces adtually employed to fubdue 

them, declared Ptebellion 5 and whereas an unjuft 

War hath been commenced againft them, which 

the 



MARCH, 1776. 131 

the Commanders of the Britijb Fleets and Armies 

have profccutcd, and ftffl continue to profecute, 

with their utmoft Vigour, and in a cruel Manner, 

wafting, fpoiling, and deftroying the Country, 

burning Houfes and defencelefs Towns, and ex- 

poling the helplefs Inhabitants to every Milery 

from the Inclemency of the Winter, and not only 

urging Savages to invade the Country, but miti¬ 

gating Negroes to murder their matters ; and 

whereas the Parliament of Great Britain hath late¬ 

ly pafled an Aft, affirming thefe Colonies to e in 
open Rebellion, forbidding all Trade and Com¬ 

merce with the Inhabitants thereof, until they lha 1 
accept Pardons, and fubmit to defpotic Rule, de¬ 

claring their Property wherever found upon the 

Water, liable to Seizure and Confifcation, an e- 

nafting that what had been done there, by virtue 

of the Royal Authority, were juft and lawful Acts, 

and fhall be fo deemed ; from all which it is mam- 

feft, that the iniquitous Scheme, concerted to 

deprive them of the Liberty they have a right to 

by the Laws of Nature and the Englijh Conftituti- 

on, will be pertinacioufly purfued : It being there¬ 

fore neceffiiry to provide for their Defence and Se¬ 

curity, and juftifiable to make Reprifals upon their 

Enemies, and otherwife to annoy them accor ing 

to the Laws and Ufuages of Nations, the Congrc s, 

trufting that fuch of their Friends in Great Britain 

(of whom it is confeffed there are many entitle to 

Applaufe and Gratitude for their Patriot.fm and 

Benevolence, and in whofe favour a difcrimmation 

of Property cannot be made) as fhall fufferby Cap- 

tores, will impute it to the Authors of our com- 

sfM 
:rv-';'r-h f 

■ 

... 
* 

• v-f~ -J r. : . 

: isT-. Ws. p. ■ 

1 
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Mu.23.mon Calamities, Do Declare ancl Refolve, as fol- 

^^^loweth, to wit. 

ReJ'olvedy 

That the Inhabitants of thefe Colonies 

be permitted to fit out Armed Veffels to cruife on 

' the enemies of thefe United Colonies. 

Refolvedy 

That all Ships and other Vefiels, their 

Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, and all Goods, 

Wares, and Merchandizes, belonging to any Inha¬ 

bitant or Inhabitants of Great Britain taken on the 

high Seas, or between high and low Water Mark, 

by any armed Vend, fitted out by any private Per- 

fon or Perfons, and to whom Commiflions fhall be 

granted, and being libelled and profecuted in any 

Court ereded for the Trial of Maritime Affairs 

in any of thefe Colonies, fhall be deemed and ad¬ 

judged to be lawful Prize ; and after deducting and 

paying the Wages which Seamen and Mariners on 

Board of fuch Captures as are Merchant Ships and 

Vefiels fhall be entitled to, according to the Terms 

of their Contracts, until the time of the adjudica¬ 

tion, fhall be condemned to and for the ufe of the 

Owner or Owners, and the Officers, Marines, and 

Mariners of fuch armed VefTeJ, according to fuch 

Rules and Proportions as they fhall agree on ; 

provided always, that this Refolution fhall not ex¬ 

tend to any Vefiel bringing Settlers, Arms, Am¬ 

munition, or Warlike Stores to and for the ufe of 

thefe Colonies, or any of the Inhabitants there¬ 

of, who are Friends to the American Caufe, or to 

fuch Warlike Stores, or to the Effects of fuch Set¬ 

tlers. 
i 

Refolve dy 
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Ma. 23. 
Refolvedy . 

That all Ships or Veffels, with their 

Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, Goods, Wares, 

/and Merchandizes, belonging to any Inhabitant o» 

Great Britain as aforefaid, which lhall be taken y 

any of the Veffels of War of thefe United Colo¬ 

nies, lhall be deemed forfeited; one third, after 

deducting and paying the Wages of Seamen and 

Mariners as aforefaid, to the Officers and Men on 

Board, and two thirds to the ule of the United 

Colonies. 

Refolvedy 

That all Ships or Veffels, with their 

Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, Goods, Wares, 

' and Merchandizes, belonging to any Inhabitants of 

Great Britain as aforefaid, which lhall be taken by 

any Veffel of War fitted out by and at the expence 

of any of the United Colonies, fhall be deemed 

forfeited, and divided, after deducing and paying 

the Wages of Seamen and Mariners as aforefaid, in 

fuch manner and proportions as the Affembly or 

' Convention of fuch Colony fhall diredt. 

Refolvedy 

That all Veffels, with their Tackle, 

Apparel, and Furniture, and Cargoes, belonging to 

the Inhabitants of Great Britain as aforefaid, and 

all Veffels which may be employed in carrying fup- 

plies to the Minifterial Armies, which fhall happen 

1 to be taken near the Shores of any of thefe Colo¬ 

nies, by the People of the Country or detachments 

from the Army, fhall be deemed lawful Prize; and 

the Court of Admiralty within the faid Colony is 

required on condemnation thereof, to adjudge that 

all Charges and Expences, which may attend the 
Capture 

/ 

sew 

N 
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Capture and Trial, be firft paid out of the Monies 

^ arffing from the fales of the Prize, and the remain¬ 

der equally divided among all thofe, who ffiall 

nave been actually engaged and employed in taking 

the faid Prize. Provided, that where any detach¬ 

ments of the Army fliall have been employed as 

aforefaid, their part of the Prize-Money, fhall be 

diftiibuted among them in Proportion to the Pay 

of the Officers and Soldiers fo employed. 
Refalvedy 

That the Commiffioners appointed to 

go to Canada, or any two of them, be impowered, 

if they think it neceffiary for the fervice of the Uni¬ 

ted Colonies, to raife a number of Independent 

Companies, not exceeding fix, and to, appoint the 

Officers ; that they alfo be empowered to fill up all 

Vacancies, that may happen in the Army of the 

United Colonies in Canada, while they are there. 
Refalvedy 

That 1066 | Dollars in Continental 

Money, over and above the 1600 Dollars to be paid 

them in Specie, be advanced to the Commiffioners 

going to Canaday to defray their Expences, they to 

render an Account. 

Refalvedy 

That 400 Dollars in Specie be paid to 

Mr. Walker, in full for fo much by him lent to Ge¬ 

neral Woofer^ for the ufe of the Army in Canada, 

and that General Woofer's Note be taken up and 

cancelled. 

Refolvedy 

That th is Congrefs will on Monday next 

refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole to take 

into confideration the Trade of the United Colo- 

v niesj 

/ 
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nies •, and that fundry Motions offered by the Mem- 

bers from Majfachufetts Bay, Maryland, and Vir- 

ginid, be referred to faid Committee. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday• 
4t *V 

Monday, March 25. 1776. 
’ 

Sundry Letters were laid before Congrefs and 

read. 

One from General WaJJjington of the 19th 

wherein he informs Congrels, that on the i^tn 

the Enemy evacuated BoJlon> and our Troops toor 

poffieffion of it. 

One from General Schuyler, of the 12th. 
\ 

/ * 

One from Lord Sterling of the 21ft. And, 

One from the Committee of Safety of Neojj 

Jerfey* 

Refolved, 

That the thanks of this Congrefs, in 

their own Name, and in the Name of he Thirteen 

United Colonies, whom they reprefent, be pre¬ 

ferred to his Excellency General JVaJJjingtcny and 

the Officers and Soldiers under his command, for 

their wife and fpirited ConduT in the Siege and 

i Acquihtion of Bojlon; and that a Medal of Gold 

he ftruck in commemoration of this great Event, 

and prefented to his Excellency *, and that a Com¬ 

mittee of three be appointed to prepare a Letter of 

Thanks, and a proper Device for the Medal. 

The 

1 
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Ma.25. The Members chofen, Mr. J. Adams, Mr -Jay, 

and Mr. Hopkins. 

Refolved, 

1 hat a Committee of three be appoint- 

ed to confer with Mr. Dugan, and Colonel Rit- 
zema. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. John- 
‘ fin, and Mr. Allen. 

Refolvedy 

That 20,000 Dollars be advanced to 

the Delegates of Virginia for the ufe of the Batta¬ 

lions in that Colony; the faid Delegates to account 

for the expenditure thereof. 
% ‘ ' i 

" \ 

The Committee appointed to take into confide- 

ration the ftate of the Colonies in the Southern 

Department brought in tneir report, which was 

read as follows : 

€C That it appears highly probable that a very 

confiderable Force will be exerted in that Depart¬ 

ment by our Enemies early this Spring ; that the 

Continental Forces employed in South Carolina and 

Virginia refpedtively, cannot prudently be folely 

relied on, for the defence of thofe Colonies; 

that South Carolina and Virginia are at a very 

great feparate expence in armed Veffels, rendered 

abfolutely neceffary by the fituation and circum¬ 

stances of thofe Countries; that the Militia of South 

Carolina are obliged to perform a very laborious 

Duty, which, from the fmallnefs of their Number, 

and the confequent quickRotation, is exceffivelybur- 

denfome ; and that the Colony of Virginia, in .ad¬ 

dition 
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dition to the fix Battalions already there, have re- 

folved to raife, and are now embodying, three other 

Battalions.” Whereupon, 

Refolved, 

That the Convention or Council of 

Safety of South Carolina be permitted to raiie and 

embody t>vo other Battalions, and that they be on 

the Pay and at the Expence of the Continent, as 

foon as they fhall be armed fit for Service, and ac¬ 

cordingly muttered. 

That the three Colonial Battalions of Virginia, 

be alfo on the Pay and at the Expence of the Con¬ 

tinent, as foon as they fhall be armed fit for Ser¬ 

vice, and accordingly muttered. 

That the Contracts made by the Council of Safe¬ 

ty of Virginia for the Subfiftance of the third Bat¬ 

talion in that Colony, at fix-pence half-penny a 

Ration, of the fifth at eight-pence, and of the fe- 

cond, fourth, feventh, eigth, and ninth, at feven 

pence half-penny a Ration be confirmed. 

Refolved, 

That a Deputy Mutter-Matter General 

be appointed for the Southern Department. 

The Ballots being taken and examined. 

Edmund Randolph, Efq. was eledled. 

Refolvedy 

That E. Randolph, Efq. be empowered 

to appoint two Deputy Mufter-Mafters under hiifc, 

one for North Carolina and the other for South Ca¬ 

rolina and Georgia. 

S Refolved^ 
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Ma. 25. Refolvedj 

That the order of the Day be postponed. 
1 , 

The Congrefs then took into confideration the 

report of the Committee on the ways and means of 

fupplying the Troops in Canada with Provihons 

and Neceliaries \ whereupon, 

Refolvedj 

That General Schuyler be directed to 

take fuch order refpeCting the fupplies of Provisi¬ 

ons neceffary for the Troops in Canada, as he may 

deem expedient. 

The Congrefs being of opinion that the reducti¬ 

on of QiiebeCj and the general fecurity of the Pro¬ 

vince of Canada, are Objects of great concern j 

Refolvedj 

That General Wafhington be directed to 

detach four Battalions into Canada, from the Army 

under his Command, as foon as he Shall be of opi¬ 

nion that the Safety of New York and the eaftern 

Service will permit. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow,, 
r 

Tuesday, March 26. 

Ma. 26. The Congrefs being informed that Mr. Ward, one 

of the Delegates of Rhode-fland, died yefterday. 

Refolvedj 

That this Congrefs will in a Body at¬ 

tend the Funeral of Mr. Ward to-morrow, with a 

Crape round the Arm, and will continue in Mourn¬ 

ing for the fpace of one Month. 
Refolvedj 
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. . , Ma.26. 
Refolved, 

That Mr. Hopkins, Mr. S. Adams, and 

Mr. Wolcott be a Committee to fuperintend the Fu¬ 

neral, and that they be dire6led to apply to the ,rev* 

Mr. Stillman, and requeft him to preach a Funeral 

Sermon on the occafion. 

That the faid Committe be directed to invite the 

AlTembly and Committee of Safety of Pennfylvama, 
and other public Bodies in Philadelphia y to attend 

the Funeral. 

Refolved, 
That the Privates of the Companies order¬ 

ed from Maryland to Jccomac and Northampton, be 

allowed the Pay of the Privates in the Southern De¬ 

partment, which is 6| Dollars, per Calender Month. 

Refolved, 
That if the Convention or Council of 

Safety of North Carolina {hall judge it necefiary for 

the Common Safety to raife one or two more Bat¬ 

talions, the fame when armed fit for Service and 

muttered, be taken into the Pay of the Continent. 

Refolved, 
That Commodore Douglafs be ordered 

immediately to repair to the Lakes, and take the 

command of the VelTels on that Station. 
1 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Thurfday. 

Thursday, March 28. 1776. 

Refolved, 
Ma. 28. 

That an order for 20,000 Dollars be 

drawn on-the Treafurers in favour of William Bar- 
,■ - »t .. • • ^ •' 

rel 
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Ma.2%jrei Qf Philadelphia, in full foi- Tent Cloth fent by 

him to Col. Mifflin for the ufe of the Army under 

the command of General Wajbington; the Money 

being paid in confequence of the General’s Letter 

of the to he charged to the Account of the 
General. 

Refolvedy 

1 hat the Marine Committee be empow¬ 

ered to pur chafe, on the mod reafonable Terms 

they can, the Ship Molly, for the ufe of the Con¬ 

tinent, and to fit her out with all poflible Expediti¬ 

on to join Captain Barry on his Cruife along the 
Coaft, between New York and Virginia. 

A Memorial of Thomas Walker of Canada was 
prefented to Congrefs and read. 

Two Letters of the 27th from the Committee of 
oafety of New Jerfey, were read. 

Refolvedy 

That the Prefident return an Anfwer, 

and inform the Committee of Safety of New Jerfey 

that the Congrefs fee no reafon to alter or counter¬ 

mand the requifition of the 15th, and that there¬ 

fore they be requeffced to expedite the march of the 

.Fioops to New York, agreeable to the requifition 
of thq Commanding Officer* 

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleffion of a Co¬ 

lonel of the third Battalion ordered to be raifed 

in the Colony of New York, and the Ballots being 
taken. 

Rudolphus Ritzcma was elecled. 

The 
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The Committee appointed to confer with Colo-dfa.23. 

nel Ritzema and Mr. Dugan brought in their re- v” 

port, which was read. 

Refolvedy 
That an order for 1000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. Jeremiah 

Dugan, as a reward for his Services in Canada• 

Rcfolvedy 
That Mr. Jeremiah Dugan be appointed 

a Major, with the rank of a Lieutenant-Colonel, 

to command a Body of tnree hundred Bangers. 

That the faid Hangers be divided into three 

Companies, each to confift of an hundred Men, 

and to be commanded by a Captain and two Lieu¬ 

tenants : That the Captains and Lieutenants be re¬ 

commended by Lieutenant-Colonel Dugan to the 

Commiffioners going to Canada for their Approba¬ 

tion, and that, if they approve the Gentlemen re¬ 

commended, they grant them Commiffions. 

Refolvedy 

That Mr. William Finney be appointed 

a Deputy Quarter-Mailer General in the Southern 

Department. 

Refolvedy 

That two Engineers be employed for 

the Southern Department. 

Refolvcdy 

That an order for 20,000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. James 

Meafe, for the ufe of the Pennfylvania Battalions, 

lie to be accountable. 

\ • 

Information being given to Congrefs that fomc 

Prifoners 

/ 

1 
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“Pl'if0nerS b the G°al °f PhiladdPhla have meditat- 
^ ed an Efcape, and arc near carrying their Plan in¬ 

to Execution. 

Refolvedy 

That the Coaler be directed to confine 
John Connolly, J. Smith, and Mofes Kirkland, in 

leperate Apartments, and fuffer no Perfon to con- 

verfe with any of them, without fpecial orders of 
Congrefs. 

Rejolved, 

That the Sheriff of the City and Coun¬ 
ty of Philadelphia be directed by Mr. M‘Kean to 

call to his afiiftance a guard of fifty men from the 

Barracks for the Defence of the Goal; and that 

the Sheriff be farther direfted to keep fecret any 

intimation given him of a defign to refcue his Pri- 

foners, and to employ every means to difcover and 

apprehend thofe concerned in fuch defisn. 
o 

Refolvedy 

That an order for 1000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. Samuel 

fair lamb y for the Life of the fourth P ennfylv ania 

Battalion, he to be accountable. 

The Matters to this Day referred being poll- 
poned. 

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow. 

Ma.29. Friday, March 29, 1776. 

Sundry Letters were laid before Congrefs and 
read.. 

Two 

— 

'> - ■ * 
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Two from General Schuyler of the 19th and^- 29- 

21, with a Copy of the Treaty held with the In-'^r^J 

dians at Alb any > &c. 
• * 

One from the Convention of New York, of the 

26th. 

One from Allan McDonald. 

Refolved, 
That the Letter from Allan McDon- 

aid be referred to the Committee on Prifoners. 

That the other Letters with the Papers enclofed 

be referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrifon, and Mr. 

S. Adams. 

Refolved) 
That the Secret Committee be directed 

to deliver to Mr. William Henry, and Co. 15 lb, 

of Powder, to prove the Mulkets he has contract¬ 

ed to make for the Continent. 
% 

The Con^refs refumed the confederation of the 
o 

report of the Committee on the means of fuppiying 

the Troops in Canada. Whereupon, 

Refolved, 
That a Deputy Commiffary General of 

Stores and Proviiions be appointed for the Army 

of the United Colonies in Canada. 

The Ballots being taken and examined. 

Mr. J. Price was eleCfed. 

Refolved, 
That the laft Paragraph of the report 

be 



/ 
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jtftf.29.be recommitted for further enquiry and examina- 
tion. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety of 

New Jerfey, and one from Captain John Macpher- 

fon were received and read. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Saturday, March 30, 1776. 

itftf.30. Refolved, 

That 60 Dollars be advanced to Cap¬ 

tain Arundel, to be deduced out of his Pay, and that 

he be directed immediately to repair to the South¬ 

ern Department, and put himfelf under the com¬ 

mand of General Lee. 

Refolved, 

That Monf. Dechambault and his com¬ 

panion be permitted to come to Philadelphia and 

tr an fact his Buhnefs, and then return to Briftoh 

The Congrefs proceeded to the election of two 

Engineers for the Southern Department, and the 
Ballots being taken. 

John Stadler and Monf. Maffenhach, were elected. 

The Congrefs took into confederation the Letter 

from the Committee of Safety of New Jerfey. 

Whereupon, 

Refolved, 

That the Minute-Men employed by 

Congrefs under the command of Colonel Heard, in 

the 
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the expedition to Long Ifland, be allowed, while/tfh.30. 

on that Service, the fame Pay and Rations as^^ 

Continental Troops in the Middle Department. 

Refolved, 
That the Delegates of New York pre¬ 

pare an Anfvver to the Committee of Safety. of 

New Jerfey, and affign the reafons of the foregoing 

Refolution. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due, 

To William Tricket, for Stationary, the fum or 

41,7 Dollars. 
To Philip Apricht, for Provlfions to General Lee's 

Guard, the fum of 4.7 Dollars, and that the 

fame ought to be paid to Adam KimmeL 

To fundries, on Certificates for neceffaries furnifh- 

ed to the Riffle Companies, the fum of 44.2 

Dollars, and that 2.5 Dollars, part of faid fum be 

charged to Captain Creffdp's Company. 

To fundries, on Certificates for Riffles, Shirts, &c. 

furnifhed to Captain Clnggage's Company, the 

fum of 8 1.1 Dollars, which ought to be paid to 

John Montgomery, Efq. and charged to faid Com- 

„ pany. 
To Robert Erwin, Waggon-Mafter, on an Account 

now fettled, the fum of 409.3 Dollars. 

To Sacheverel Wood, for Provlfions furnifhed by 

him to feveral Prifoners in the Goal of Philadel¬ 

phia,, the fum of 137.6 Dollars. 

To Thomas Dewees, for Provifions for Connolly, 

Caimeron. Smith, and Kirkland, the fum of 57.3 

Dollars. 

T Ordered, 
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Ma.^o. Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Major 

IVrixon, brought in their report, which was read. 
Refolvedy 

That each Pvegimental Surgeon be al¬ 
lowed a Mate. 

That the Pay of a Surgeon’s Mate be 18 Dollars 
a Month. 

Refolvedy 

Tnat fuitable Chirurgical Inftmments be 
purchafed with each Medicine Cheft. 

Refolvedy 

i hat each Brigadier General, when on 

Command, be empowered to appoint a Brigade 
Major, 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday* 
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Monday, April i. 1776. 

Refolved, 

THHAT Captain D. Arundel be al- 

JL lowed 48.5 Dollars in full for 

Pay and Subfiftance, from the 8tli of February, 

the time he was recommended to General Schuylerx 

to the 19th of March, when he received his Com- 

miffion. 

Jpr.x. 

Refolvedy 

That Mr. J. Meafe be direeled to ad¬ 

vance Captain Romans one Month’s Pay for him- 

felf and the Officers and Men of his Company, and 

alfo fubiiflance Money to Albany. 

The Committee to whom the Petition of Captain 

White Eyes was referred, brought in their report 

which was read. 

Refolvedy 

That the fame be taken into confidera- 
tion to-morrow. 

The 
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Apr.\. The Congrefs having, on the 17th of February 

V~orNJlah, appointed a handing Committee for Superin¬ 

tending the Treafury, with Power, among ather 

things, to employ and inhruft proper Perfons for 

liquidating the public Accounts *, and the faid re¬ 

solutions not being fufficiently explicit, with re- 

fpect to the manner and place of fettling thofe Ac¬ 

counts, and it being a matter of great confequence, 

that the public Accounts fhould be regularly hated 

and kept, and juhly liquidated and fettled. 

Refolvedy 

Therefore that a Treafury Office of 

Accounts be inhituted and ehablifhed, and that 

Such Office be kept in the City or Place, where 

Congrefs ffiall from time to time be affembled and 

hold their Seffions. 

That the faid Office of Accounts be under the 

direction and fuperintendance of the handing Com¬ 

mittee for the Treafury. 

That an Auditor-General, and a competent 

Number of Affihants and Clerks, be appointed by 

Congrefs, and employed for hating, arranging, 

and keeping the public Accounts. 

That all Accounts and Claims againh the United 

Colonies, for Services or Supplies, where the 

Bates or Prices have not been afcertained by Con¬ 

grefs, hiall be prefented to the Committee of Claims, 

.liquidated by them, and reported to and allowed 

by Congrefs, previous to their being paffied at the 

Treafury Office; that all other Accounts and 

Claims, confifting of Articles, the Price or Value 



APRIL) 1776. H? 

of which fhall have previoufly been fixed by can-J^; 

traft or otherwife, afcertained by Congrefs, {hall 

be liquidated and fettled at the Treafury Office, and 

reported for the allowance of Congrefs, by the 

Committee for fup’erintending the Treafury, and 

then pafled and entered at the Treafury Office. 

That all Contra&s, Securities, and Obligations, 

for the ufe and benefit of the United Colonics, 

fhall be lodged and kept in the Treafury Office of 

Accounts ; and that all Perfons to whom public 

Monies have been or fliall be advanced or paid, 

{hall be charged with the fame in the Looks of the 

Laid Office, for which every Warrant on the Trea¬ 

fury, which {hall iffue after the faid Office fliall be 

opened, {hall, previous to its being paid, be enter¬ 

ed at the Treafury Office, and the Entry certified 

on the Warrant by one of the Committee on the 

Treafury, the Auditor General, or one of his 

Affiftants or Clerks ; provided, however, that all 

Orders or Warrants iffued by Committees appoint¬ 

ed and authorifed by Congrefs to draw on the 

Treafurers for particular Purpofes, fliall be paid 

and charged to the Account or the faid Committee 

refpeftively, until they fliall lcttle and have tlieii 

Accounts pafled by Congrefs, when the Debits 

againft them fliall be difeharged in the Treafury 

Office by fuch Credits as Congrefs fliall agree to 

and allow. 

That all Affemblies, Conventions, Councils, or 

Committees of Safety, Commilfaries, Pay-Mafiers, 

and others, intruded with public Monies, ihait, 

within a reafonable Time after being called upon 
1 for 

\ 
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Pu1'P°^cj by the Committee of the Trea¬ 
sury, produce their Accounts and Vouchers at 

the Treafury Office, in order to their being fettled 

and adjufted in the manner before directed? 

: That .the Committee for fuperintending the 

Treafury {hall be authored to apply to the Com¬ 

manding Officers and others, in the Continental 

»jei\Le, fot fuch Materials and Information, as the 

Committee may judge to be ufeful for hating, ex¬ 

plaining, or checking the public Accounts, in or¬ 

der to their being fairly and juftly Settled. 

That the Auditor General and his Affiftants or 

Clerks, before entering upon their Offices, lhall 

refpeftively take an Oath, to be adminiftered by 

one or more of the Committee of the Treafury 

Office (a Certificate whereof lhall be filed in the 

Treafury Office) well and faithfully to execute the 

Trull; repofed in them, as Auditor, Affiftant, or 

Clerk, (as the cafe maybe,) of the Office of Ac¬ 

counts, eftablillied by Congreis, according to the 

be ft of their Skill and Judgment, and to difclofe no 

Matter, the knowledge of which lhall be acquired 

in confequence of luch their Office, which they 
iGiall be directed to keep fecrct. 

That the Committee for iiiperintendini^ the 

Treafury lhall be authorifed to hire fuitable Places, 

and procure Books of Accounts and other Necef- 

firies at the public Expence, for the eftablilhing 

»nd doing the Bufincfs of the faid Office. 

Rcfolved) 

$ 
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Refolved, - dpr,i> 
That Major James tiewes, a Prifoncr' v/"“ 

at Elizabeth-Town, be allowed and ordered to come 

to Philadelphia for the benefit of his Health, and 

there to wait on the Committee for Prifoners, and 

take their directions with refpect to the Place of his 

future refidence. 

Refolvedy 

That Mr. McKean and Mr. Paine, be 

direCted to examine the Goal of Philadelphia, and 

particularly the Apartments where Kirkland, Con- 

noly, Smith, and Cameron are confined, and report 

what is necefTary to be done to have them fafely 

and fecurely kept. 

R.efolved, 

That a Committee of three be appointed 

to confer with James M*Knight, and examine his 

Account and the nature of his Claim, and report 

thereon to Congrefs. 

The Members chofen, Mr. R. Morris, Mr. 

McKean, and Mr. de Hart. 
0 

i 

The Committee on qualifications having recom- 

rftended Jacob Kemper, jun. to be appointed an En- 

lign in Captain Howell’s Company in the firft New 

Jerfey Battalion, in the room of Cyprus de Hart, 

who has refigned. 

Refolved, 

That he be appointed, and that a Com- 

miffion be granted to him accordingly. 

Refolved, 

That the Prefldent in his next Letter td 

General Schuyler, defire him to fend an Account 

of the Lead at Ticonderopa. 

A Letter 

i 
6 k. 

I 

[ 

P / 
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Letter from Alexander McDonald, George Gillef- 

and W. Saunders, of the 12th of March, was 
prefented to Congrefs and read. 

Rcfolvedy 

That it be referred to Mr* R. Morrisy 
Mr. McKean, and Mr. Be Hart. 

• * 

f 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 

Tuesday, April 2, 1776. 

' A Letter from General Wajhington of the 24th 

of March, with five Papers inclofed, was laid be¬ 
fore Congrefs and read. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the form 

of a Commiffion, and Inftructions to Commanders 

of private Ships of War* brought in the fame* 

which were read. 

The Commiffion being agreed to, is as follows; 

The Delegates of the United Colonies of New 

Hampjhirey &c. to all to whom thefe Prefents ffiall 

come. Greeting : Know ye, that we have granted, 

and by thefe Prefents do grant, Licenfe and Au¬ 

thority to Mariner, Commander of 

the called of the Burden of 

Tons, or thereabouts, belonging to 

of in the Colony of mounting 

Carriage Guns, and navigated by Men, 

to fit out and fet forth the faid in a warlike 

Manner, and by and with the faid and the 

Crew thereof, by force of Arms to attack, feize, 

and 
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and take the Ships and other Veflels, belonging to 

the Inhabitants of Great Britain, or any of them, 

with their Tackle,-Apparel, Furniture, and Lading, 

on the high Seas, or between high and low Water 

Marks, and to bring the fame to fome convenient 

Ports in the faid Colonies, in order that the Courts 

which are or {hall be there appointed to hear and 

determine Caufes Civil and Maritime, may proceed 

in due form to condemn the faid Captures, if they 

be adjudged lawful Prize ; the faid hav¬ 

ing given Bond with fufficient Sureties that nothing 

be done by the faid or any of the Officers, 

Mariners, or Company thereof, contrary to or in- 

conMent with the ufages and cuftoms of Nations, 

and the Inftru&ions, a Copy of which is herewith 

delivered to him. And we will and require all our 

Officers whatfoever, to give fuccour and affiftance 

to the faid in the Premiffes. This Com- 

miffion fhall continue in force until the Congrefs 

(hall iffue Orders to the contrary. 
By order of Congrefs. 

1 

The Congrefs then took into confideration the 

Draught of Inftru&ions, and after fome time fpent 

thereon, 

Refolved, 

That it be recommitted, and that it be 

an Inftru&ion to the Committee to fill up the 

Blanks in the faid Draught as they fhall think beft. 
4| 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter of 

Thanks to General Wajhington, and the Officers 

and Soldiers under his Command, brought in a 

Draught, which was read and agreed to. 
.U Ordered, 
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dpr-i- Ordered, 

That it be tranfcribed, figned by the 
Prelldent, and forwarded. 

Tne Committee on Prifoners, to whom 

the Letter from Monf. Belletre, of the 16th of 

March la ft, was referred, brought in their report, 

which was read. Whereupon 

Refolved, 

That the fum of 3400 Dollars be ad¬ 

vanced by the Treafurers to Monf. Belletre on his 

delivering to them his Bills of Exchange for the 

like fum payable in Gold or Silver in the Province 
of Canada. 

A Petition from William Lindfey being prefented 
to Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, 

That Colonel Wayne be dire&ed to dif- 

cnaige Robert, the fon of faid William Lindfey, in*, 

lifted in his Battalion, 

j 1 

The Matters to this day referred being poft-^ 
poned. 

Adjourned to ten oTloclc to-morrow* 
1 

Wednesday, April 3, 1776, 

/ip 3. Ref oh; cd, 

' v ' That the Letter from General Wafbing- 

ton of the 24th of March, with the Papers inclof- 

ed be referred to a Committee of three. 

The 
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The Members chpfen, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Jay, Apr.3. 

and Mr. Wilfon. 

A Memorial and Petition from Captain John 

Nelforiy was prefented to Congrefs and read. Alfo, 

A Petition from P» Moorey in behalf of the 

owners of the Sloops Congrefs and Chance, Priva¬ 

teers, was prefented and read. 

Refolvedy 
That the Secret Committee be direfled 

to fell faid owners, 400 lb. of Powder, for the ufe 
. • < r... . ’ l 

of their Privateers. 
* V 

The Committee of Claims, to whom the Aci 

counts ofMeffrs. Price and Haywood were referred, 
• „ 1 H V • ‘ •» 

brought in their report. Whereupon, 

Refolvedy 
That there be advanced to MefTrs. Price 

and Haywood, the fum of 64*3$Dollars, on 

Account of fupplies to the Army in Canada, to 

be accounted for on the Settlement of their Ac¬ 

counts ; and that General Woofer be diredled to for¬ 

ward the Accounts and Vouchers lodged in his 

Hands. 

The faid Committee farther reported that there 

is due, 

To the Townfhip of Montague in the County of 

Suffex in New Jerfey for Slay hire, in forwarding 

the Prifoners from Canada, under the command 

of Captain Brafhery the fum of 45 Dollars, and 

that the fame ought to be paid to Nicholas Chrif- 

topber. 
Ordered, * 
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Or dared. 

That the fame be paid* 

A Letter from H. Fijher of Lewes Town to the 

Committee of Safety of Pennfylvania, together 

witii a refolve of faid Committee being laid before 
Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, 

That the Commanding Officer of the 

Battalion raifed in Delaware Government be direc¬ 

ted to fend two Companies of faid Battalion to 

Lewes Town, there to remain in the Service of 
the Continent till farther orders. 

Refolved, 

That the Marine Committee be dire&ed 
and empowered to fit out with all expedition, two 

armed Cutters for the fervice of the Continent. 
Refolved\ 

That Blank Commiffions for Private 
Ships of War and Letters of Marque and Reprifal, 

Bgned by the Prefident, be fent to the General Af- 

femblies, Conventions, and Councils or Commit¬ 

tees of Safety of the United Colonies, to be by 

them filled up and delivered to the Perfons intend¬ 
ing to fit out fuch Private Ships of War for making 

Captures of Britifh Veffiels and Cargoes, who fhall 

apply for the fame, and execute the Bonds, which 

fhall be fent with the faid Commiffions, which 

Bonds fhall be returned to the Congrefs. 

Refolved, 

That every Perfon intending to fet forth 

and fit out a Private Ship or Veffel of War, and 

applying for a Cpmmiffion or Letters of Marque 

and Reprifal for that purpofe, fhall produce a writ¬ 

ing 
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Jng fubfcribed by Kim, containing the Name and^*3^ 

Tonnage or Burden oF the Ship or VefTel, the num..- 

ber of her Guns with their weight of Metal, the 

Name and Place of refidence of the Owner or Own¬ 

ers, the Names of the Commander and other Can¬ 

cers, the Number of the Crew, and the Quanti¬ 

ty of Provifions and warlike Stores; which writing 

(hall be delivered to the Secretary of Congrefs, or 

to the Clerk of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, Con¬ 

vention or Council or Committee of Safety of the 

Colony in which the Ship or VelTel fhall be, to be 

tranfoihfced to the faid Secretary, and fhall be re- 

gihered by him ; and that the Commander of the 

Ship a or VelTel, before the CommifSon or Letters 

of Marque and Reprifal may be granted, fhall, to- 

gether with Sureties, feal and deliver a Bond in the 

Penalty of Five Thoufand Dollars, if the VelTel be 

of one hundred Tons or under, or Ten Thoufand 

Dollars, if of a greater Burden, payable to the 

Prefident of the Congrefs in truR for the ufe of 

the United Colonies, with Condition in the form 

following, to wit. “ The Condition of this Obliga¬ 

tion is fuch, that if the above bounden who is 

Commander of the called belonging to 

of in the Colony of mounting Carri¬ 

age Guns and navigated by Men, and who 

hath applied for a Commiflion and Letters of 

Marque and Reprifal to Arm, Equip, and fet 

forth to Sea the faid as a Private-Ship of 

War, and to make Captures of Britifb VeiTels and 

Cargoes, fhall not exceed or tranfgrefs the Powers 

and Authorities which fhall be contained in the faid 

Com million, but fhall in all things obferve and 

C.oiaduft himfelf and govern bis Crew by and accord¬ 

ing 
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inS t0 the fame, and certain Inftru&ions therewith 
to be delivered, and fuch other Inftructions as may 

hereafter be given to him, and fhall make repa- 

ration for all Damages fuftained by any mifcon- 

ducl 01 unwari antable proceedings of himfelf or 

the Officers or Crew of the faid then this 

Obligation fhall be Void, or elfe remain in Force.” 

which bond fhall be lodged with the faid Secretary 
of Congrefs. 

The Committee to whom the InfbrucHons to the 

Commanders of Private Ships or VeiTels of War, 

■were recommitted, brought in a report, which be¬ 

ing taken into confideration and debated by Para¬ 

graphs, was agreed to as follows. 

Infractions to the Commanders of Private Ships or 

Vejjels of JVar, which fhall have Commiffions or 

Letters of Marque and Reprifal, author ifing them 

• to make Captures of Britifi Vejfcls and Cargoes. 

1. You may by force of Arms attack, fubdue* 

and take all Ships and other VefTels belonging to 

the Inhabitants of Great Britain, on the hi ah Seas, 

or between high Water and low Water Marks, ex¬ 

cept Ships and Vefiels bringing Perfon$ who intend 

to fettle and refide in the United Colonies, or 

bringing Arms, Ammunition, or warlike Stores, 

to the faid Colonies, for the ufe of fuch Inhabi¬ 

tants thereof as are Friends to the American Caufe, 

which you fhall fufFer to pafs unmolefled, the 

Commanders thereof permitting a peaceable fearch, 

and giving fatisfaclory information of the contents 

of the Ladings, and deifications of the Voyages. 

2. You may by Force of Arms, attack, fubdue, 

and take all Ships and other VeiTels whatfoever, 

carrying 

At 
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carrying Soldiers, Arms, Gun-powder, Aramu- 3* 

xiition, Provilions, or any other contraband Goods,v 

to any of the Britijh Armies or Ships of War em¬ 

ployed againft thefe Colonies. 

3. You fhall bring fuch Ships and Veffels as you 

lhall take, with their Guns, Rigging, Tackle, Ap¬ 

parel, Furniture, and Ladings, to feme conveni¬ 

ent Port or Ports of the United Colonies, that pro¬ 

ceedings may thereupon be had in due form before 

the Courts, which are or fhall be there appointed 

to hear and determine Caufes Civil and Maritime. 

4. You, or one of your chief Officers, fhall bring 

or fend the Mailer and Pilot, and one or more 

principal Perfon or Perfons of the Company of eve¬ 

ry Ship or Veffel by you taken, as foon after the 

Capture as may be, to the Judge or Judges of fuch 

Court as aforefaid, to be examined upon Oath, and 

make anfwer to the Interrogatories which may be 

propounded touching the Interefl or Property of 

the Ship or Veffel, and her lading ; and at the fame 

time you fhall deliver cr caufe to be delivered to the 

Judge or Judges, all Paffes, Sea Briefs, Charter 

Parties, Bills of Lading, Cockets, Letters, and 

other Documents and Writings found on Board, 

proving the faid Papers by the Affidavit of your- 

felf or of fome other Perfon prefent at the Cap¬ 

ture, to be produced as they were received, with¬ 

out fraud, addition, fubdu<5tion, or embezzlement. 

5. You fhall keep and preferve every Ship or 

Veffel and Cargo by you taken, until they fhall, by 

a fentence of a Court properly authorifed, be ad¬ 

judged 

x 

/ 
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^^3* judged lawful Prizes; not felling, fpoi'ing, wafting, 

or diminifhing the fame, or breaking the bulk 

thereof, nor fuffering any fuch thing to be done. 

6. If you, or any of your Officers or Crew* 

fhall, in cold Blood, kill or maim, or by Torture^ 

or otherwife, cruelly, inhumanly, and contrary to 

common LJluage, and the Practice of civilized Na¬ 

tions in War, treat any Perfbn or Perfons furprif- 

ed in the Ship or Veffiel you fhall take, the Offen¬ 

der fhall be feverely puiiifhed. 

7. You fhall, by all convenient opportunities, 

fend to Congrefs written accounts of the Captures 

you fhall make, with the Number and Names of 

the Captives, Copies of your Journal from time to 

time* and Intelligence of what may occur or bt 

difeovered concerning the defigns, of the ene¬ 

my, and the deftination, motions, and operas 

tions of their Fleets and Armies. 

1 

8. One third, at leaft, of your whole Company 

fhall be Land-men. 
* 

9. Y ou fhall not ranfom any Prifoners or Cap¬ 

tives, but fhall difpofe of them in fuch manner as 

the Congrefs, or if that be not fitting in the Co¬ 

lony whither they fhall be brought, as the General 

AlTembly, Convention, or Council, or Committee 

of Safety of inch Colony fhall diredt. 

N h i 

10. You fhall obferve all'fuch further Inftruc- 

tions as Congrefs fhall hereafter give in the Premif- 

fes, when you fhall have notice thereof. 

11 * If 
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11. If you fliall do any thing contrary to thefe^^Sj 

Inftrudlions, or to others hereafter to be given, or 

willingly fufFer fuch thing to be done, you lhall 

not only forfeit your Commiffion, and be liable 

to an Action for the breach of the Condition of 

your Bond, but be refponhble to the party grieved 

for damages fuftainedby fuch Malverfation. 

Refolvedy 
That an order for 20,000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of James Meafe 

Commidary, for the ufe of the Penvfylvania Bat¬ 

talions, he to be accountable. 

Refolved, 

That the Pay of the Auditor of Ac¬ 

counts be at the rate of one thoufand and dxty-flx 

Dollars, and two thirds of a Dollar per annum. 

Refolvedy / 

That this Congrefs will to-morrow 

morning refolve itfelf into a Committee of the 

whole, to take into condderation the Trade of the 

United Colonies. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Thursday, April 4, 1776. 

Rcfolvedy Apr.:j, 

That the Treafurers be directed to take'k‘^~Y^'W' 

Colonel Belejlre's Bills drawn on fome of his friends 

or Correfpondents in Canada, and not upon Gene¬ 

ral Carlton. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due, 

X To 
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4* To John de Hart, for Provifions furnifhed by 

Archibald Campbell the fum of 17.9 Dollars. 

Orderedy f 

That the faid Account be paid. 
Refolvcdy 

That an Order for 100 Dollars bt 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Monf. Le 

Fontainey for his fervices in Canada. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Con- 

grefs refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole, 

to take into consideration the Trade of the United 

Colonies, and ofter fome time fpent thereon, the 

Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr. Harrijon re¬ 

ported that the Committee had taken into confide- 

ration the matters referred to them, and had come 

to fundry refolutions, which he was ordered to de¬ 

liver in. 

The refolutions agreed to by the Committee of 

the whole Congrefs being read. 

Ordered to lie on the Table. 

The Com mittee, to whom were referred the Me¬ 

morial from James Knight, and the Letter from 

Alexander M‘Donaldy George Gillefpiey and Tx W. 

Saunders, brought in their report, which was read. 

Whereupon, 

Refolvedy 

That the Committee of Infpeftion and 

Gbfervation of the County of Burlingtony be re¬ 

queued to make fale of the Sloop Sally, whereof 

the faid James M‘Knight was Prize Maher, and 

which 
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which was lately run afhore by him, within the 

faid County, together with her Tackle, Apparel, 

and Furniture, and the Cargo on Board, at pub¬ 

lic Auction ; and after deducing the charges of 

fecuring and felling the fame, to pay one Moiety of 

the furplus to the faid James McKnight for Sal¬ 

vage, and retain the other Moiety thereof, for the 

Owner or Owners. 

That MelTrs. Alexander McDonald, George Gib 

lefpie, and T. IV. Saunders, who have lately come 

into the Colony of New JerJey from the Britijh IVeJl 

India Iflands, where, and in Great Britain, they 

have conliderable Property remaining, be excufed 

from entering into the Militia of the faid Colony, 

and from figning the Aifociation; provided always, 

that they be, in all other refpefts, fubje& to the like 

Taxes and Regulations with the other Inhabitants 

of the faid Colony. 

The Committee appointed to confider the bell 

ways and means of fupplying the Army in Canada, 

brought in a farther report which was read. 

Ordered to lie on the Table. 

Refohedy 

That the fum of 53 Dollars be advan¬ 

ced to Monf. St. Aulaire, to be deduced out of his 

Pay. 
I a 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Saturday. 

Saturday, 
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Saturday, AfpnV 6. 1776. 

Refelved, That the Secret Committee be directed 

to fupply Captain Romans with twenty-four Muf- 

kets for the ufe of his Company* 

That the faid Committee be directed to deliver to 

Colonel Sf. Clair fix Pounds of Powder and four 

Pounds of Lead, for the ufe of the Riffle Company 
in his Battalion. 

The Congreis refumed the confideration of the 

report from the Committee of the whole, and the 

fame being twice read, and debated by Paragraphs, 

was agreed to as follows: 

Rcfolved, 

That any Goods, Wares, and Mer- 

chandife, except Staves and empty Cafks, other 

than fhaken or knocked down Cafks for Molaffles, 

may be exported from the Thirteen United Colo¬ 

nies, by the Inhabitants thereof, and by the Peo¬ 

ple of all fuch Countries, as are not fubjedt to the 

King of Great Britain, to any parts of the World, 

which are not under the Dominion of the faid 

Jving ; provided that no VeiTel be permitted to ex¬ 

port any greater Number of fhaken or knocked 

down Molaffes Cafks, than the fame VelTel is ca¬ 

pable of carrying, when they fhall be filled with 

Molafles. 

Rcfolved, 

That any Goods, Wares, and Mer¬ 

chandises, except fuch as are of the Growth, Pro¬ 

duction, or Manufacture of, or brought from any 

Country under the Dominion of the King of 
■ 1 

Great 
/ 
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Great Britain, and except Eajl India. Tea, may be 

imported from any other parts of the World, to 

the Thirteen United Colonies, by the Inhabitants 

thereof, and by the People of all fuch Countries as 

are not fubjeft to the faid King ; liable, howevei, 

to all fuch Duties and Impofitions as now are, 01 

may hereafter be laid by any of the faid Colonics. 

Rcfolved, 
That nothing herein contained (hall be 

underftood to prevent fuch future Commercial Re¬ 

gulations, as fhall be thought juft and ncceffaiy by 

thefe United Colonies, or their refpeUive Legifla- 

tures. 
1 * 1 

Rcfolved, 
That no Slaves be imported into any o £ 

the Thirteen United Colonies. 

Refolved, 
That it be recommended to the Affem- 

blies and Conventions in the feveral Colonies to ap¬ 

point proper Officers at convenient Places in their 

refpe&ive Colonies, to take Ronds in adequate I e- 

nalties, for obferving the Regulations made by the 

Congrefs, or Affemblies, or Conventions, con¬ 

cerning Trade, and for fecuring the Obfervation of 

fuch parts of the Affiociation, as are not inconfifl- 

ent therewith ; and that the Obligor fhall, within 

eighteen Months after the departure of the Veffiel, 

produce to fuch Officers a Certificate under the 

Hands and Seals of three or more reputable Mer¬ 

chants, refiding at the Port or Place where the 

Cargo ffiall be delivered, that the fame was there 

unladed, and take Manifefts upon Oath, of the 

Cargoes exported and imported, and keep fair Ac¬ 

counts and Entries thereof, give Bills of Health 
when 

* 1 

1 
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4^ when defired, grant Regifiers (hewing the Proper¬ 

ty of the Veffels cleared out, and fign Certificates 

that the requifites for qualifying. Veffels to Trade 

have been complied with : And that the fees of the 

fa.d Oihcers be Rated by the refpective AfTemblies or 

onvenuons. Provided always, that no profecution 

upon any of the fa.d Bonds, lhall be commenced, 

hut within three Years after the date thereof. 
Refolved\ 

That all Goods, Wares, and Merchan- 

V n’keXCept fUCh 33 are made Prize of> which 
ihall be imported direftly or indirectly from Great- 

Jiritain or Ireland, into any of thefe United Co- 

Jomes, contrary to the Regulations eftablilhed bv 
Congrefs, ihall be forfeited and difpofed of, agree- 

Am 'uf“d ™,eS 35 flla11 be made b7 the feveral 
Ailembhes or Conventions, and fnall be liable to 

profecution and condemnation in any Court ereft- 

ed or to be erefted for the determination of Mari¬ 

time Affairs, in the Colony where the feizure fhall 
be made. 

Refolved, 

That a Committee of three be appointed 
to ung in a refolution for difpofing and ufing the 
iea now in thefe Colonies. 

The Members chofen, Mr. R. Morris, Mr. 7av 
and Mr. M'Kean. ' J> 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 
due, 

t 

io Robert Erwin, Waggon-MaRer for William 

WCartyhand Richard Key's Teams to Virginia with 

' Powders 
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Powder, each thirty Days and Ferriages, the fum Apr.(r 

of 250.5 Dollars. - 

Ordered, 

That the fame be paid. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from Ge¬ 

neral Schuyler of the 7th and 19th, and fi'om IV. 

Building, Efq. Chairman of the Convention of 

New York, of the 26th of March laft, were refer¬ 

red, brought in their report, which being taken 

Into confideration, 

Refolvedy 

That the Committee of Xnfpeflion and 

Obfervation of Albany be defired to examine, ftate, 

and fettle the Accounts of Expences incurred in 

the taking of Ticonderoga and Crown-Point> which 

/hall be laid before them by General Schuyler, and 

report the fame to Congrefs. 

Refolvedy 

That the Commiffioners for Indian Af¬ 

fairs in the Northern Department be defired to af- 

fure the Indians that Congrefs will do every thing 

In their Power to procure Goods for them, and 

hope they (hall foon accompliih it* 

Refolvedy 

That Robert Tates be appointed Secre¬ 

tary to the Commiffioners for Indian Affairs in the 

Northern Department, and be allowed at the rate 

of two hundred and fifty Dollars by the Year* 

Refolvedy 

That the remainder of the report be 

poftponed. 

A Letter from General Wafhington of the 27 th 

of March. And, 

A. Letter 
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CVS A Letter Brigadier General Heath being re- 
ceived and read, 

Refolvedy 

That the Letter from General Wajhing- 

ton with the Papers inclofed, be referred to a 

Committee of the whole Congrefs. 
Rejolved, 

That the fum of 100,000 Dollars be fent to 

Neiv York for the ufe of the Army there, in the 

fervice of the United Colonies. 

The Committee for Prifoners brought in a 
report which was read. 

Ordered to He on the table. 

Refolved, 

That the Delegates of Virginia be di¬ 

rected to write to their Convention or Commitee, 

01 Council of Safety, to colleCt and forward 

to the Treafurers of the United Colonies, what 

Gold and Silver they can procure, and to draw on 

the Prefident for the amount thereof, at the rate 

or Eight Dollars for Half Joes, weighing nine 
penny weight. 

The Committee on Qualifications, having recom¬ 

mended Samuel Checkley, as a proper perfon to fill 

a vacancy of an Enfign in the Third Pennfylvania 
Battalion : 

Ordered, 

That a CommifTion be granted to the 

faid Samuel Checkley accordingly. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Tiiefday next. 

Tuesday, 
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Tuesday, April 9. 1776. 

Refolved, 

That the fum of 200,000 Dollars be 

fent to New York, for the rife of the Continental 

Forced there, 

A lift of Prifoners brought from Canada by 

Major Zedwitz, and a letter of the 4th from 

John Nelfon, Chairman of the Committee of 

Brunfwick, refpefling Prifoners brought to that 

place ; alfo a Letter from Colonel Hajlet of the 

Delaware Battalion, being laid before Congrefs and 

read, 

Refolved, 
That they be referred to the Commit¬ 

tee on Prifoners. 

A Letter of the 5th from Captain Brice, a Pri- 

foner at Brunfwick, was prefented to Congrefs and 

\ read, whereupon 

Refolved, 

That Captain Brice be permitted to come 

to Philadelphia, in order to confult a Phyftcian, 

and there wait the orders of Congrefs. 

1 

A Letter of the 6th of March from Brigadier 

General Woofer, and a Letter of the 26th of the 

fame Month, from Gen. Schuyler, were laid be¬ 

fore Congrefs and read. 

The Congrefs proceeded to the election of an 

Auditor General/ and the Ballots being taken and 

examined, 

John Gihfon, Efq*, was defied. 

Y The 

169 
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Apr:it)* The Congrefs took into confideration the re- 

's"rVV"/port of the Committee on Prifoners, whereupon 

Refolved, 

I hat Captain 'Thomas Gamble be not ex* 

changed, there being no Cartel fettled. 

Refolved, 

That Captain Duncan Campbell, be per¬ 

mitted to refide with his Wife and Family, in the 

City of Burlington in New Jerfey. 

Refolved, 

That the Committee on Prifoners be di¬ 

rected to write to General Schuyler, and take his 

opinion, whether Allan McDonald, and the other 

hoftages taken in Tryon county may, confident 

with the public Safety, be permitted to return to 

their refpe&ive homes on their parole. 

Refolved, 

That a lift of the Prifoners of War in 

each Colony be made out and tranfmitted to the 

Houfe of Aftembly, Convention, Council, or 

Committee of Safety of fuch Colony refpeCtively, 

and that they be authorized and requefted to caufe 

a ftrlet obfe rvance of the terms on which fuch 

Prifoners have been enlarged, and alfo take efpecial 

care that none of thofe confined by order of Con¬ 

grefs be fullered to efcape*, and alfo that the al¬ 

lowance to each Prifoner be punctually paid by 

the Prefident of the Convention, or of the Coun¬ 

cil, or Committee of Safety of the Colony in which 

he refides ; and where there are no Conventions, 

by the Speakers of Aftembly, which faid Preft- 

dents or Speakers, are hereby authorized, from 

time to time, to draw for the fums advanced in 

purfuance 
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purfuance of this refolution, upon the Prefident^/’^/jr* 

of Congrefs. v v'"~ 

Refolvedy 

That Brigadier General Prefcot, upon 

fubfcribing the Parole ordered, be enlarged from 

his prefent confinement. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there 

is due. 

To Lewis Nicola, for repairs done at the old 

Goal in this city, fitted up for the reception of 

Troops, the fum of 226 Dollars. 

To Jcfeph Page, for his fervice in attending the 

Powder Waggons to Virginia, the fum of 55 

Dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to 

Benjamin Harrifon, Efq. 

To Jacob Garriguesy for tranfcribing Minutes, 

Letters, ire. for Congrefs, the fum of 48.2 

Dollars. 

To John Bruce, for 402 tin Cartouch Boxes, the 

fum of 17.42 Dollars. 

To John Avmer and Samuel Allen, for bringing 

baggage belonging to Meflrs Dulhunt and Ga¬ 

rni lli, from New York to Philadelphia, the fum 

of 2 1 Dollars, and that the fame ought to be 

paid to Samuel Allen. 

To fun dry perfons for Horfe-hire, provifions, 

the fum of 12.5 Dollars, and that the fame 

ought to be paid to John A If op, Efq. 

'To Clement Biddle for Provifions <bc. for the BritifJj 

Troops of the 7th and 26th regiments who are Pr}_ 

foners, the fum of 294 Dollars, and for Wam„ 

pum 
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April9. pllm £or Southern Department, the fum of 

' ~v~ 59 Dollars. 

To Ludowic Kuhn, for boarding part of Captain 

Romans’s company of Matrofles, the fum of 
59.8 Dollars. 

To William Shepherd, for two Horfes fold by him 

to General Lee, and for fundry Articles of 

Geers, the fum of 175.7 Dollars. 

To Matthias Slough, for Provifions for the 7th 

and 26th P*.egiments of Britifh Troops from the 

26th February, to the 21ft Marcb> the fum of 

193.3 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the above Accounts be paid. 

Lord Sterling having, agreeable to the order 

of Congrefs of the 19th of March laft, appointed 

perfons to value the Boat of Michael Kearney jun. 

and tranfmitted to Congrefs the Valuation by them 

made, amounting to 725 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the fame be paid to the faid Mi* 

chael Kearney. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

sipr.io. Wednesday, April io. 1776. 

Two Letters of the ill from General Wajhing- 

ton were laid before Congrefs and read : Alfo a 

Letter of the 8 th from John Connoly. 

Refolvcdi 
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Refolved, ■ • 
That the Letter from General 11 ajbing- ■ 

ton be referred to a Committee of the whole Con- 

grefs. 

Apr. 10. 

The Committee to whom the report on Indian 

Affairs in the Middle Department, and the Petition 

of Captain White Eyes were referred, brought m 

their report, which was taken into conlideration, 

whereupon 

Refolvedy 

That the Commiffioners for Indian af- 

fairs in the Middle Department, or any one of 

them, be defired to employ for reafonable Salaries 

a Minifter of the Gofpel, to refide among the De¬ 

laware Indians, and infWt them in the Chriftian 

Religion •, a Schoolmafter to teach their 1 outh 

Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic ; alio a Black- 

fmith to do the Work of the Indians in the Middie 

Department. 

Refolved, 
That the Commiffioners for Indian af- 

fairs in the Middle Department, be defired to 

provide at the expence of the United Colonies tor 

the entertainment of the Sachems and Wauiois 

the Indians, and their Attendants and Mefiengers, 

with the accuftomed hofpitality, when they conic 

to Pittjburgh to Treat or give Intelligence of public 

Affairs, or upon a Vifit. 

Refolved') 
That the Commiffioners for Indian Af¬ 

fairs, be defired to acquaint the Indians in their 

refpeclive Department's, that Congreis have foimed 
a 
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fities. 
importing Goods to fupply their neceff 

That the Commifhoners for Indian Affairs hr 

enquire and repor, .he Caufe of ,he 
Difcontent of the Indians in the Middle DeDart 

njent, what Meafures may be purfued to re ft ore' 

^uiet and Harmony, and to ufe their utmoft En- 

eavours in the mean Time to prevent Hoftilities. 
Refolvedy 

That although the profperity of Dart¬ 

mouth College in the Colo-ny of New Hampjhire, 

JS a defireable Objefl, it is neither feafonable nor 

prudent to contribute towards its Relief or Sup¬ 
port out of the public Treafury. V 

Refolvedy 

That fo foon as conveniently may be a 
Treaty be held between the Commiflioners for In¬ 

dian Affairs in the Middle Department, and the 

Natrons of Indians to the Weftward ; and that 

'he fa,d Commiflioners be defired to appoint the 
lime and Place of Meeting for that purpofe, and 
give the Indians information thereof, 

Refolvedy 

' fhat it be referred to Captain George 
Morgan, J£neas Mackay, Efq. and Captain John 

Neville, to adjufl: and determine all Matters of 

Difference between Coquataginta or Captain 

Hhite Eyes, and Meffrs. Bernard Gratz, and Mi¬ 

chael Gratz; and that the Arbitrators, in cafe 

cither of the Parties, to -whom it is recommended 

to fubmit to their Award, fliall refufe to abide 

thereby, report the reafons of fuch Refufal with a 

^ State 
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State of the Cafe, and any other Matters they^^* 

fliall think fit, to Gongrefs. 

„That Difputes which fhall arife between any of 

the White People and the Indians in their deal¬ 

ings, (if the latter will confent) be determined 

by Arbitrators chofen, one by each of the parties, 

and another by the Commiffioners for Indian af¬ 

fairs, or when they are abfent, by the Agent in 

the Department where the Indian party refides. 

The Congrefs then proceeded to the choice of 

an Agent for Indian Affairs in the Middle De¬ 

partment, and the Ballots being taken and exa¬ 

mined, 

'George Morgan, Efq; was ele£led. 

Refolvedy 

That the fum of 300 Dollars be pre- 

fented to Captain White Eyes, 

Refolvedy 

That George Morgan, Efq; the Agent 

for Indian Affairs in the Middle Department, be 

impowered to pnrchafe for Captain White Eyesy 

two Horfes with two Saddles and Bridles, and 

that the Treafurers be directed to pay to the faid 

George Morgan, a fum not exceeding 100 Dollars 

for defraying the Expences thereof. 

Refolvedy 

That the following Speech be delivered ^ 

to Captain White Eyes to-morrow morning. 

Brother Captain White EyeSy 

Ci We have not been unmindful of our promife 

made to you and your Nation the 16th of Decern- 
bcry 
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jiprAO-bcr. We now thank you for your Speech to us 

the 2d of laft Month. 
* 

Brothers the Delawares• * 

“ At the Council Fire at Pittjhurgh, laft 

Fall, and fmee by our Brother Captain White Eyes, 

who hath been all the Winter with us, you re- 

quefted our affiftance to promote Peace and ufe- 

ful Knowledge among you, particularly the 

Knowledge of the Chriftian Religion. We rejoice 

Brothers, to find you thus difpofed, and will, as 

early as we can, provide a fuitable Minifter and 

Schoolmafter, and a fober Man to inftruft you in 

Agriculture. Thefe things we agree to do, Bro¬ 

thers, at your requeft, and to convince you, that 

we wifh to advance your Happinefs, and that there 

may be a lafting Union between us, and that as 

you exprefs it, we may become one People. The 

introduction of ufeful Arts among you will be 

effected ; we apprehend, by encouraging Handi¬ 

craft men to fettle and relide in your country. 

The Method of doing this, muff be left to your 

diferetion. 

I *** 

,ii 
I 

c£ Brothers, 

iC We delire you will make it known among 

all the Indian Nations to the Weftward, that we 

are determined to cultivate Peace and Friendlhip 

with them, and that we will endeavour by making 

the belt Regulations in our Power, to prevent any 

of our People wronging them in any Manner, or 

taking their Lands ; and that we will ftrive to put 

the Trade between us on fuch a Footing as will 
O 

fecure the Peace and promote the Intereft of all 

Parties \ and we expert, that all the Wife Men of 

every 

\ 
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every Indian Nation, will ufe their Influence for 

the fame Purpofe. 

<c Brothers, 
“ We have named George Morgan, Efq; as 

'Agent under our Commiffioners for Indian Affairs 

in the Middle Department, and we defire 

you will confer with him on whatever Bufinefs 

you may have with us. We hope you will infoim 

him of all Public Matters. We recommend him 

to your Friendship. 

(( Brothers> 
« You tell us, that your Uncles, our Brothers, 

the JViandots have given your Nation a large 

Trail of Country, comprehended between the 

River Ohio on the South, the Weft Branch of the 

River Mujlingham and Sandujky on the Weft, 

Lake Erie on the North, and Prefqui JJle on the 

Eajft. 

<c Brothers, 
f‘ Hearken to our Advice. As we are inform¬ 

ed that your Uncles our Brothers the Six Nations 

claim moft of thofe Lands, we recommend it to 

you to obtain their Approbation of this Grant to 

you from the JViandots in public Council, and 

have it put on Record. Such a Step will prevent 

Uneafinefs and Jealoufy on their Part, and con¬ 

tinue the Confidence and Friendihip which fubfifts 

between you and them. We wilh to promote the 

lading Peace and Happinefs of all our Brothers 

the Indian Nations, who live with us on this 

great Ifland. As far as your Settlement and Se- 
Z curity 

\ 
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^/^•■^•curity may depend upon us, you may be allured 

of our Protection. We fhall take all the Care in 

our Power, that no Interruption or Difturbance 

be given you by our People, nor fhall any of 

them be fufiered by Force or Fraud to deprive you 

of any of your Lands, or to fettle them without 

a fair Purchafe from you, and your free Confent« 

It contrary to our Intention, any Injury fhould be 

offered to you by any of our People, infortn us of 

it, and we fhall be always ready to procure you 

.Satisfaction and Redrefs.” 
C 

c( Brother Captain White Eyes, 

cc We defire you will inform your Nation, your 

Uncles the Six Nations, and Wiandots, your Grand¬ 

children the Shawanefe, and all the other Nations, 

what you have leen and heard among us, and ex¬ 

hort them to keep faff hold of the Covenant 

Chain of Friendfhip, which we have fo lately re¬ 

paired and flrengthened. As you are now about 

to depart, we prefent you with fome Money to 

buy Cloaths and NecefTaries, and pay your Ex^ 

pences, and we with you a good Journey, and 

bid you farewell. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to morrow. 

S'V \ 

Thursday, April xi, 1776. 

Apr. 11. A Letter of the 7th, from General Putnam at 

New York, with fundry Papers enclofed was pre- 

fented to Congrefs and read. 

Refolved* 

* 
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Refolved, JCCj 
That an order for 10,000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Carpenter 

Wharton CommifTary, for the ufe of the Pennfyl- 

vania Battalions, he to be accountable. ; 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due, 
To Lieutenant-colonel Zedwitz for Expences in 

curing a wound received by him in falling 

from.the ^W"ails of ^giebec^ andhis Expences iiom 

thence to Philadelphia, the fum or 255*6 Dol¬ 

lars. 
To John Hales for Carriage hire, tic. for the Com^ 

miffioners going to Canada, the fum of 223 Dol- 

'lars. 
To Oliver Woolcot, Efq; for his Expences in at¬ 

tending a Treaty with the Six Nations at Al¬ 

bany ^ the fum of 60 Dollars. 

To Dr. Jonathan Potts, for attending the Pri- 

foners at Reading, the fum of 76.6 Dollars; 

and for Medicines, tic. provided for the Troops 

in the Middle Department, the fum of 134.6 

Dollars, amounting together to the fum of 

211.2 Dollars. 

To the the following Perlons for Boarding Ge^ 

neral Lee9s Guard, viz. 

Richard Jacobs, the fum of 6.4 Dollars. 

William Staddleman, 7-4 
William MiDowelty 3-4 
Lawrence Fegan> 8.4 

Jacob Wyncoop, 13.6 

Michael Gallagher, 1.8 

John Kerlin, 84 
Charles Stultz 8.7 
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Jpt. i^-To Captain Long, for fo much advanced by him 

1' to Captain John Nelfon, of one of the Pxiffie 

Companies, the fum of 10.7 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 
Refolved, 

That the Committee of Claims allow 

for the fupport of the Hoftages fent by General 

Schuyler from Try on County, the fum of two DoJ- 
' lars a-Week. 

Refolved, 

That two new Members be added to 

the Cannon Committee, in the room of two who 
are abfent. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Whipple, 

Refolved, 

That the Secret Committee be directed 

to fupply the Delegates of Maryland with one Ton 

of Powder for the ule of the Inhabitants of the eaft- 

ern Shore in that Colony. 

Refolved, 

That the Committee of Safety of Penn- 

fylvania be requeued to provide proper Barracks or 

Quarters for Rich of the Continental Troops as 

may be from time to time in the City of PhiladeU 

phi a. 

Refolved, 

That the Commanding Officer at New 

York, be directed to difeharge the Militia of hew 

Jerfey who are in the Pay of the Continent. 

' That the Commanding Officer at New York be 

• flire&ed 

\ 
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directed to difcharge the whole or fuch parts oUpr.it. 

the Militia of New York and Connecticut, now in' v ' 

the Pay of the Continent, as the public Service will 

permit. 

A Petition from Ellphalet Dyer and William Wil¬ 

liams in behalf of the Colony of Connecticut) was 

prefented to Congrefs and read, fetting forth that 

the Colony has advanced large fums of Money for 

the Continent over and above what have been paid 

them, that though they have ufed their utmoft di¬ 

ligence they have not yet been able to prepare a full 

hate of their Accounts to lay before Congrels, 

and as their Treafury is exhaufted, and the Colony 

and the public Intereft in danger of fuftering for 

want of Supplies, praying that the Congrefs would 

advance to the Colony the fum of fifty thoufand 

Pounds lawful Money, in part of their advances. 

Refolved, 

That the fum of 166,666.2 Dollars be 

advanced to the Colony of ConneRicut, on Ac¬ 

count of their Advances for the Service of the 

Continent, the faid Colony to be accountable. 

. Captain White Eyes being called in, the Speech 

was delivered to him, and the Money paid. 

Refolved, 

V 

That fifty Dollars be paid to Ifaac 

jStille the Interpreter. 

Refolved, 

That it be recommended to the Conven¬ 

tions and Committees or Councils of Safety of Vir¬ 

ginia and North Carolina, to provide for the main- 

tainance and fecurity of the Prifoners made of the 

Enemy 
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Enemy in their Colonies, agreeable to the regulati¬ 

ons of Congrefs for the fupportof Prifoners.and that 

the Expence thereof be defrayed by the Continent. 
Refolvedy 

That a Committee of three be appoint¬ 
ed to inquire into the truth of the report refpetf:- 

mg Governor’s Try on? s exacting an Oath from Per- 

fons going by the Packet, and to afcertain the Fadt 

by affidavits taken before a Chief Juftice, or other 
chief Magiftrate. 

The Members chofen Mr. Jay, Mr. Wythe, and 
Mr. Wilfon. 

Refolvedy 

That the fum of thirty Dollars be ad¬ 

vanced to John Harkefs, a wounded Soldier, who 

was difeharged at Cambridge without any Pay. 

Information being given that Mr. Heines, a Pri- 

foner, has been defrauded of a large quantity of 
Goods. 

Refolvedy 

That a Committee of three be appoint¬ 

ed to inquire into the truth of this matter, and re¬ 
port to Congrefs. 

The Members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Hun- 

iingdony and Mr. Duane» 

The Committee, to whom the Petition of John 

Second was referred, brought in their report which 
was read. 

Refolvedy 

That it be recommended to the feveral 

AiTemblies, 
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Affemblies, Conventions, and Committees orApr.u. 

Councils of Safety of the United Colonies, to ufe'^'^^ 

their bed: Endeavours in communicating to foreign. 

Nations the refolutions of Congrefs relative to 

Trade. 
, . 1 ' *•. A-iVajt’'• • s * 

• ' *i 1 

Adjourned to ten occlock to-morrow. 
\ 

Friday, April 12. 1776. 

A Letter of the 21ft March from W. H. Dray-jpr, 12. 

toriy Prelident of the Convention of South Caroli-v— 

72a, with a Copy of the Act of Parliament prohi¬ 

biting all Trade and Commerce with the American 

Colonies. Alfo, 

A Letter of the 10th inftant from Col. John 

Hajlet, inclofing an Account of the Engagement be¬ 

tween the Detachmentof the Deleware Battalion at 

Lewes, and a Tender of the Roebuck; alfo informing 

that another Company is wanted at Lewes Town, 

and that he has ordered one to march thither, were 

laid before Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, 

That the conduct of Colonel Hajlet in 

ordering another Company to Lewes Towny be ap¬ 

proved. 

The Committee on Qualifications having recom¬ 

mended James Hunter as a fit Perfon to fill the old- 

eft Vacancy of fecond Lieutenant, and Joel Weft- 

coat as a fuitable Perfon to fill the fecond oldeft 

Vacancy of fecond Lieutenant in the third Pennfyl- 

varnia Battalion. 

Refolved, 
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Apr.12, Refolved, 

That Commiffions be granted to them 

accordingly* 
Refolved, 

That the Treafurers be directed to pay 

Mr. Price the fum of 16,000 Dollars in Specie in 

part of the fum ordered to be advanced to him and 

Mr. Haywood. 

A Petition from Colonel James Eajlon was pre- 

fented to Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, 

That it be referred to a Committee of 

three. 

/• 

The Members chofen, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Duane> 

and Mr. Alexander* 

Refolved, 

That the Afiemblies, Conventions, and 

Committees or Councils of Safety of the Colonies 

refpectivelv, in which Prifoners are or fhall chufe, 

or be appointed to refide, be impowered to remove 

fuch Prifoners from Place to Place within the fame 

Colonies, as often as to fuch Affemblies, Conven¬ 

tions, or Committees or Councils of Safety refpec- 

tively, it fhall feem proper, having regard to the 

former resolutions of Congrefs concerning Pri- 

foners. 

Refolved 

That Mr. Alexander be appointed a 

Member of the Marine Committee, in the room of 

Mr. Chafe who is abfent. 
A Memorial 
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A Memorial from the Scotch Hoffages was pre~^r* 

fented to Congrefs and read. 

Refolvedy 

That it be referred to the Committte of 

Claims. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due. 

To Henry Holler, for Riffles and Cafh furniflied to 

Captain Nelfon’s Company of Riffle Men, the 

fum of 364.8 Dollars to be charged to faid 

Company ; and for Provifions for faid Compa¬ 

ny, the fum of 171*3 Dollars, and for necef- 

faries provided for Prifoners at Reading, 1203 

Dollars, and for his Pay as Quarter Mafter in 

procuring Provifions, 59 Dollars, for Proviff- 

ons made for receiving the Prifoners from John- 

Jlovjiiy the fum of 240 Dollars ; for Expreffes 

and incidental Charges, the fum of 62.9 Dollars, 

the whole amounting to 2101 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the fame be paid. f 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to morrow. 

Saturday, April i3. 1776. 

Refolvedy 

That an Order for 20,000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treasurers in favour of James Meafe 

Commiffary for the ufe of the Fennfylvania Batta¬ 

lions, he to be accountable. 

A a Mr. 
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'13‘ Mr. Meafe having applied to Congrefs for Ad- 

vice how to conduct himfelf in paying the fixth 
Pennfylv ania Battalion. 

Refolvedy 

That the Queries propounded by Mr. 

Meafe be referred to the Committee for procuring 
Fire Arms. 

ihe Committee of Claims reported that ther^ 
is due, 

lo Robert Erwin, the Ballance of his Account for 

Waggon hire, the fum of 436 Dollars. 
Ordered, 

That the fame be paid* 

Af Petition from the Committees of the Town- 

iliips of IValpack, SandyJlone> and Mont ague , in the 

County of Snjfex in New Jerfey, was prefented to 
Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, 
1 

That the fame be referred to the Com- 
\ • 

miffioners for Indian Affairs, who are Members of 
Congrefs. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Refolu- 

tion for the Sale and Confumption of the Teas now 

in thefe Colonies, brought in the fame, which was 
v * - 

read and agreed to, as follows : 

Whereas by the third Article of the Affociation 

entered into by the late Continental Congrefs at 

Philadelphia, on the 24th Day of October, in the 

Year of our Lord 1774, it was agreed, that from 

that 

v 
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that Day the Inhabitants of the United ColoniesApr.\ 3* 

*6 would not purcbafe nor ufe any Tea imported' v“ 

on Account of the Eaji India Company, or any 

on which a Duty had been or fhould be paid, and 

from and after the firfl Day of March then next 

following, they would not purchafe or ufe any Eaji 

India Tea whatever And whereas it has been re- 

prefented to this Congrefs, that the time as afore- 

faid limited for the confumption of the Tea then on 

hand was too fhort; whereby many zealous friends 

to the American caufe, who had imported large 

quantities of that commodity, with defign not 

merely to advance their Fortunes, but to counter¬ 

act the Plan then purfued by the Miniflry, and In¬ 

dia Company, to introduce and fell in thefe Colo¬ 

nies Tea fubjecl to Duty, are likely to become great 

Sufferers; the greater part of the Eflates of many 

of them being veiled in that Article, and they by 

that means rendered incapable not only of paying 

their Debts and maintaining their Families, but al- 

fo of vigoroufly exerting themfelves in the Service 

of their Country : And whereas it was originally 

the defign of Congrefs, that all India Tea, which 

had been imported agreeable to the Tenor of the 

faid Aifociation, might be fold and confumed, but 

the time limited for that fhirpofe proving too fhort. 
Refolvedy 

That all India Tea imported as afore- 

faid, exprefly excepting all Teas imported by or on 

Account of the Eaji India Company, now remain¬ 

ing on hand in thefe Colonies be fold and ufecj. 

And whereas from the future importation of 

fea being prohibited, fome Tea-holders may be 

tempted 

APRIL, 1776. 
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^•tempted to avail themfelves of the fcarcity which 

will be occafioned by it, and exaft exorbitant Prices 

for an Article of little real Value in itfelf, and 

which owes its worth to an habit in many refpe&s 

pernicious to the Inhabitants of theft Colonies, 
Refolvedy therefore, 

That Bohea Tea ought not to 
ue fold by retail in the fmalieft Quantities at a high¬ 

er Price in any Colony, than at the rate of three 

fourth parts of a Dollar per Pound ; and other 

Teas at fuch a Price as fhall be regulated by the 

Committees of the Town or County, where the 

Tea is fold *, and that all Perfons, who fhall either 

give or take a greater price for it, ought to be con- 

lidered as Enemies to the American Caufe, and 

ti eated accordingly. And it is earneftly recommend¬ 

ed to ail Committees of Infpection and Obfervation 

as well to be vigilant in carrying this fefoive into 

execution, as thofe which prohibit the importation 

of India Tea from any part of the "World, it being 

the defire of Congrefs to exclude all Teas, except 

fuch as may make part of the Cargoes of Prizes ta¬ 

ken by Ships of War or Privateers belonging to 
theft Colonies. 

Refolvedy 

That the Secret Committee be directed 
to deliver to Lieutenant Colonel Hartley one Quar¬ 

ter Calk of Powder, to repay fo much by him bor¬ 

rowed for the ufe of the Continent. 
4 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to 

the Committee of Safety of He'iv JcrJeyy brought 

in a Draught, which being read was agreed to. 

Ordered\ 
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Ordered, , Jpr.io 

That the fame be tranferibed, figned 
. 

by the Prefident and tranfmitted. 

The Committee appointed to confider the Repre¬ 

fen tation and Queries of James Meafe refpe&ing 

the fixth Battahon of Troops commanded by Colo¬ 

nel Irvine, brought in their report, which was 

read: Whereupon, 

Refolved, 
That the Certificates of Magiftrates or 

other refpeclable Inhabitants of the County of Cum¬ 

berland who have infpefeed and examined the 

Companies of the laid Battalion, fhall in this in— 

fiance juftify the Pay-mailer in paying iuch Com¬ 

panies agreeable to the faid Certificates, the Mufler 

Mailer being abient. 

That the fupernumerary Privates, that have been 

infilled and are armed and cloathed, be continued 

and paid. 

That the Officers in the faid Battalion be paid for 

their fubiiflance fince the recruiting Service has 

been over, at the rates ufed in other Battalions. 

That the Claim of the Enfign in Captain Wilfon\ 

Company to Pay and Subfiflance, from the time of 

entering into actual Service, be allowed. 

Refolvedy 

That the Marine Committee be im- 

powered to Build two Gallies, capable of carrying 

two 36 or 42 Pounders, to oppofe the Enemy's 

VefTels in Bays and Harbours. 

Refolved, 

That the Committee for calling Can¬ 

non 

1 

1 

t. 

V 
I 

1 

. 



tv. T.‘ 

\ 

*9° JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 

i5^'non Je directed to contrail for the calling forty 

Howitzers, with a fufficient quantity of Shells. 

The Committee appointed to take into confide- 

ration the applicatton of James Hvghes, late Town 

Major of Montreal, and now one of the Prifoners 

of the Thirteen United Colonies, brought in their 
report ; wherein they reprefent, 

“ That it appears to them that Mrs. Hughes, the 

Wife of the faid James Hughes on or about the 5th 

F^bt vary laft, bargained with a certain Jabez 

Weft, for divers Goods and Merchandize in her 

Pofteftion at Montreal, for which the faid Weft, as 

the faid J. Hughes alledges, agreed to pay £ 905 : 

11 : 9 : i Sterling Money of Great Britain, and 

£ 151 • 1 • 9* Hallif ix Currency, in Gold and Sil¬ 

ver to the faid Hughes, within eighteen Days from 

that time, upon which Payment being made, the 

Goods were to be delivered at Albany, to the faid 

Wcjl, by a certain John Stevenfon of Albany; to 

whom they were to be lent at the Expence of the 

faid IVejl : T. hat the faid IVejl paid to the faid 

Hughes, 240 Dollars in part, but it was, as the 

faid Hughes alledges, agreed that if the refidue of 

the Money was not paid within the time limited, 

then the 240 Dollars were to be forfeited, and the 

, Goods not to be delivered ; that the Goods arrived 

at Albany, and were in the pofleftion of Mr. Steven- 

fon, who, on the nth of March la ft, by fome 

means or other, was induced to deliver the Goods 

to Weft, though he paid np Money; that the faid 

Weft gave a Bond to the faitl Stevenfon, payable to 

the faid Hughes> for £ 1609 : x8 ; 8 Continental Cur¬ 

rency, 
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rency, on the 9th of April inftant, without any 

thority from the faid Hughes, as he alledges ; that 

the faid Weft proceeded with the Goods, immedi¬ 

ately on the receipt of them, to fome of the eaftern 

Colonies, and it is apprehended to Connecticut% 

Upon the whole, the Committee are of opinion, / 

that the faid Hughes may probably lofe his Debt 

from Weft, without the interpofition of Congrefs, 

or their permiffion to him to go in purfuit of the 

faid Weft” Whereupon 

Refolved, 
That Governor Trumbull of the Colony 

of Connecticut y be defired to direct the moft effec¬ 

tual Method, according to law, to be taken for 

fecuring the Perfon of Jabez Weft, or his effe&s 

to the Value of the Debt due to James Hughes, if 

either can be found in his Government; and to fee 

that juftice be done in the Premiffes. 

Adjourned to ten clock on Monday next. 
% 

Monday, April 15, 1776. 

A Letter of the 4th from General Wafhington, 

endoling a Letter from Governor Cooke, and an 

Account of the Powder fupplied the Army at 

Cambridge, by the Colony of Majfachufetts-B ay y 

from the ioth of June laft : Alfo a Letter of the 

2d from General Schuyler, with eight Papers en- 

clofed, being laid before Congrefs and read. 

Refolvedy 

That the faid Letters with the Papers 

enclofed, be referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrifony 

and Mr. S* Adams. 
The 
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y^r.15. The Committee to whom the Petition from the 

"v Committees of IValpack, &c. was referred, brought 

in their report, which was agreed to. Whereupon, 
Refolvcd, 

That an order be drawn by the Chair- 

nian of tne Occiet Committee upon Hairy IViJnery 

in favour of the Petitioners for 200 lb. of Powder 
they paying for the fame. 

llicct 1000 Fnnts be delivered to the Petitioners* 

That the Petitioners be d'efired to fend Garret 

I>} oaahead) Liq. to the neareft Indian fettlementj 

in order to difcover whether any uneafmefs fubfifts 

among the Indians in that part of the Country, and 

if it fubfifts, from what caufe it arifes. 

That a Letter be written by the President of the 

Congrefs to General Schuyler, to inform him of 

the apprehension of the Inhabitants on the weftern 

Boundaries of 1\Jew Jerfey from the Indians, to requeft 

him to dire61 proper inquiries to be made, whether 

there be any foundation for fuch apprchenlions. 

I he Congrefs taking into conftderation the re¬ 

port of the Committee on the Petition of John Se¬ 
ctor d. 

I 

Rcfolved, 

That a certified Copy of the faid Peti¬ 

tion be tranfmitted to the Governor of Connecticut; 

that he be requeued to caufe inquiry to be made into 

the truth of the Faffs therein ftated, and if found 

true, that it be recommended to him to caufe re- 

ffitution to be made to the Petitioner. 

Rcfohcdy 
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Rcfolved> Apr.15. 
That it be again recommended to thev-^r%J 

fettlers at Wyoming and the Suf^uennab River, as 

well thole under Pennfylvania as thofe under Con~ 

tteclicut, to cultivate harmony, to conlider them- 

felves as jointly interefted in the event of’ the Ame~ 

rican Caufe, and not by mutual a£ts of Violence or 

Oppreffion, to injure that Union, that happily fub- 

fifts between all the Colonies, and on which their 

welfare fo much depends, 

Refolvedy 

That the Secret Committee be directed 

to fupply the Inhabitants of Monmouth County in 

New Jerfey, with 300 lb. of Powder, they paying 

for the fame* 

Refolvedy 

That a Commmittee of three be ap¬ 

pointed to bring in a Refolution, whereby Perfons 

relident, having Property in America, who aUifb 

any of the Enemies of the United Colonies in the 

Capture of Veffels or Goods, may be made liable 

to make good the damages to the Sufferers. 

« 

The Members chofen, Mr. Braxton} Mr. Jayy 

and Mr. Wythe. 

A Petition from Mofes Kirkland, a Prifoner, wa£ 

prefented to Congrefs and read. 

Refolvedy 

That it be referred to the Committee 

on Prifoners. 

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the 

report of the Committee on the ways and means of 

B b fupplying 
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p'1'-!5-fupplying the Troops in Canada. Whereupon* 

Refolvcd, 

That Mr. R. Morris be directed to pur- 

chafe Bills of Exchange to the amount of three 

thoufand Pounds Sterling, and deliver the fame to 

Mr. Price, and that Mr. Morris be indemnified 

for any lofs that may arife by indorfing them. 
»■ . i 

That the fum of 13,333 I Dollars be advanced 

to Mr* Price, to be employed by him in the fervice 

of the Continent, in Canada, he to be accountable. 
Refolvedy 

That the Officers of the Riffle Battali¬ 
on, and Independent Riffle Companies, be autho- 

rifed and direfled to recruit the faid Battalion and 

Companies, and inlift the Men as fpeedily as pof- 

fible; and that their re-inliftment be for two Years 

from the expiration of their prefent Term, liable 

to be difeharged fooner, if Congrefs fhall think 

proper, upon receiving a Month’s pay advance. 

A Petition from Thomas Learning, jun. in behalf 

of the Committee of Infpe&ion for the County of 

Cape May, was prefented to Congrefs and read, fet- 

ting forth the defencelefs ftate of that part of the 

Country, and praying for a fupply of Powder and 

Lead, and that two Companies of the Continental 

Forces may be ftationed there, 

Refolvcd, 

That the Prayer of the Petition be 
granted. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Tuesday 
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Tuesday, April 16, 1776. Apr. 16. 

A Letter of the 9th from Commodore E* 

kins, inclofing a Lift of the Cannon and Stoies 

brought from Providence; and a Letter of the 14th 

from the Committee of Baltimore, inclofmg Co¬ 

pies of intercepted Letters from the Secretary of 

State to Governor Eden; Alfo a Letter of the 8th 

from General 'Thomas, were laid before Congrefs 

and read.. 

Ordered 
That the Secretary pub!iHi an Extraft 

of the Letter from Commodore Hopkins. 
W > 1 

The Congrefs taking into conftdemtion the Let¬ 

ter from the Committee of Baltimore, and the Pa¬ 

pers enclofed, came to the following refolutions : 

Whereas information has been this day laid be¬ 

fore Congrefs* from which there is great reafon to 

believe that Robert Eden, Efq. Governor of Mary¬ 

land, has lately carried on a Correfpondence with 

the Britijh Miniftry, highly dangerous to the Li¬ 

berties of America* 

Refolvcd, therefore* 
That the Council of Safety 

of Maryland be earneftly requefted immediately to 

caufe the P erf on and Papers of Governor Eden to 

be feized and fecured* and fuch of the Papers as re¬ 

late to the American difpute* without delay convey¬ 

ed fafely to Congrefs} and that Copies of the inter¬ 

cepted Letters from the Secretary of State be inclof- 

cd to the faid Council of Safety. 

Refolvedi 
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dbr, 16. Refolvcdy 

That the Council of Safety of Maryland 
be requeued to caufe the Perfon and Papers of 

Alexander Rofs to be immediately feized and fecur- 

ed, and that the Papers be fent fafely to Congrefs. 
f 

And to prevent the faid Alexamder Rofs having 
any opportunity to efcape. 

HtjQlVdd) 

That the like requeh: be made to the 

Committees of Obfervation for Baltimore and Fre¬ 

deric Counties in Maryland, in one of which 

Counties the faid Alexander Rofs probably now is. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 
due, 

To Ifaac Melchior, for expences from Montreal to 

Philadelphia, including a part of St. Luke La 

Come s expences to Albany, the lum of 34.7 
Dollars. 

To Leonard Melchior for boarding McDonald twen¬ 

ty Days the fum of 16 Dollars. 

To William1 Cherwi for riding exprefs to North 

Carolina and back, including ferriages, the fum 

of 90 Dollars, and that the fame ought to be 
paid to J. Hughes, Efq. 

To Samuel Purviance, Jun. the fum of 133.3 Dol¬ 

lars, Money advanced by Colonel Charles Beaty, 

to Captain James Grier, and that the fame 

ought to be paid and charged to the faid James 

Grier. 

To Anthony Tricher, for boarding Donald McDon¬ 

ald and others, of the Scots Prifoners taken by 

General 

1 
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Genera! Schuyler, near JohnJlown, the fum pf 

150 Dollars. 

To Peletiah Wehjler, for purchafing Goods for the 

Continent, including fome incidental Charges, 

the fum of 66.3 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 

Refolved, 

That the Secret Committee be direfted 

to fupply the Inhabitants of Monmouth County with 

500 Flints. 

The Congrefs proceeded to the election of a 

Clerk or Afllftant to the Auditor General. 

Mr. William Webb was elected. 
t 

A Letter of the 15 th from H, Beaumont, Sur* 

geon of the 26th Regiment, was laid before Con*> 

grefs and read. 

Refolved, 

That it be referred to the Committee 

on Prifoners. 

Refolved) 

That the fum of 1000 Dollars be paid 

to Meffrs Price and Haywood in conhderation of 

their extraordinary fervices in Canada. 

Whereas much inconvenience may be derived to 

the Public from Committees, others than the Com¬ 

mittee of Safety in each Colony, on the public Pod 

Roads, hopping and opening the Mails, and de¬ 

taining Letters from the Conbitutional Poft. 

Refolved, 
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Apr.16. Refolvcdy 

That no Committee, but the Council or 
Committee of Safety in each Colony, or fuch Per- 

fons as they fhall on extraordinary occafions autho- 

rife, fhall ftop the Conftitutional Poll:, open the 

Mail, or detain any Letters therefrom* 
Refolvcdy 

That the Prehdent write to Commodore 

Hopkins, and direct him to fend a complete Lift 

and ftate of the Stores taken and brought from 

Providence, with the Sizes, &c. And in cafe he 

fhould have left New London, that Governor Trum¬ 

bull bt deiired to order a Lift of the Stores left at 

New London by Commodore Hopkins to be made 

out and tranfmitted to Congrefs. 

Refolvei, 

That the Cannon and fuch other of the 

Stores as are not neceftary for the Fleet be landed 

and left at New London, and that fuch of the Can¬ 

non and Wheels as Governor Trumbull fhall direct, 

may be employed for the defence of that Harbour, 

during the pleafure of the Congrefs. 

Adjourned to ten o5clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, April 17, 1776. 

yfpr.i7. The Committee of Claims reported that there is 
—v—'due, 

To John Avery, jun. for riding exprefs from Com¬ 

modore Hopkins and back again, the fum of 

40.7 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the fame be paid. 
flefolved\ 
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Refolvedy dpr*1 ?' 
That the Marine Committee be inftruc-v-'°rs^ 

ted to recommend to Congrefs proper Perfons for 

CommifHo‘h Officers for the Frigates now building, 

and that the Warrant Officers be appointed by the 

faid Committee, and that they fit laid Frigates for 

Sea with all expedition. 

That the Marine Committee recommend to C01I-- 

grefs proper Perfons to be Agents for Prizes iii 

the feveral Colonies. 

That a Bounty of eight Dollars bq. allowed by 

the Public to the Owner of every American Vefiel 

for every able Seamen that he lhall import into the 

United Colonies, over and above the Number the 

faid Vefiel carried out; and that foreigners im¬ 

porting able Seamen over and above the Ship’s 

Company, and difeharging them in the American 

Ports, lhall be intitled to the fame Bounty. 

Refolvedy 

That the nomination or appointment 

of Captains or Commanders of Continental Veflels 

fhall not eftablilh rank, which is to be fettled by 

Congrels before Commiffions are granted. 
S 

The Congrefs having proceeded to the election 

of Captains for the two Frigates building in Majfa- 

chujfetf s-Bay. 

William Manly, and 

Jfaac Cozneau were ele&ed. 

Refolvedy 

That the Secret Committee be empow¬ 

ered 
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^Ar,I7*ered to give Orders for the arming and manning 

abroad any of the Ships or VeiTels employed in the 

importation of Cargoes for the Continental Ac¬ 

count ; the expences and Charges of fuch Arma¬ 

ments to be paid by the faid Committee; they receiv¬ 

ing for the public Service, on the arrival of every 

Veflel, all the Arms, Ammunition, and Stores. 
Refolved, 

That the Secret Committee be impower- 

cd to import Cargoes of Salt on the Continental 

Account, in fuch Ships or VefTels as they employ 

to carry outward Cargoes, and are obliged to in- 
fure on their return, 

Refolvedy 

That the Committee of Safety of Penn- 

fylvania be requeued to permit John Young, jun. 

and JohnJlon Smith to carry to Virginia all fuch 

Arms as they have already purchafed, or fhall pur- 

chafe in Pennfylvania, for the ufe of the Conti¬ 

nental Army in the faid Colony of Virginia, be¬ 

fore the firft day of May next; not to exceed one 

thoufand Stand in the whole. 

Refolved, 

, That the Secret Committee be dire&ed 

to fupply Mr. Thomas Learning with 200 lb. of 

Powder, for the Militia of Cape May, he paying 
for the fame. 

Refolved, 

That the Commanding Officer at New 

York be directed to order two Companies of Colonel 

Daytons Battalion to march to Cape Mayy and 

there to remain till farther orders* 

Rcfolvedy 
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Refolved, 

That the Petition of Dr. Jackfon be re 

ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 
I k t 

' Thursday, April 18, 1776. 

Apr.i%. 
A Letter of the 15th from General Wajhington.y_v—> 

n d y 

A Letter of the 7th of November laft, from the 

rev. Samuel Langdeny accompanied with a Letter 

from General Putnamy and Colonels Glovery Bridgey 

Fryy and P ref cot. Alfo, 

A Letter from James Warreny Efq. Pay-Mafter 

General, deiiring leave to refign, were laid before 

Congtefs and read. 

Refolvedy 

That the faid Letters be referred to a 

Committee of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Ready Mr. Clinton 
% ^ 

and Mr. Braxton.j 

A Letter from Elizabeth Seymoury Widow of 

the late Matter of the Cabboty were laid before 
Congrefs and read. 

Refolvedy 

That it be referred to the Marine Com¬ 
mittee. 

Refolvedy 

That the Committee on Indian Affairs 

C e be 

# 
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^•^•be di retted to prepare and report a Draught oF 
Inftrudlions to George Morgan, Efq. Agent under 
the Commiflionersfor Indian Affairs in the Middle 
Department. 

^ \ % 

A Letter of the 6th from Brigadier Genera! 
Lewis, and a Letter of the fame date from Major 
General Lee, being received and read, were refer¬ 
red to Mr. Read, Mr. Clinton, and Mr. Braxton. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 
due. 

To Dr. Samuel Treate, for Medicine, and for at¬ 
tending the Troops at Burlington, the fum of 
273.7 Dollars. 

To John Bully Efq. for expences in conducing 
Money to the Camp at Cambridge, the fum of 
155 Dollars. 

To Jacob Ming for Waggonage, the fum of 107.5 
Dollars. 

To Robert Kennedy, for neeeffaries furnifhed Cap¬ 
tain Morgan's Company, the fum of 544 Dol¬ 
lars, of which fum 189.2 being for Riffles* 
Shirts, to be charged to the faid Company. 

To Thaddeus Burry for Money paid by him for 
El or fe-hire, dre, the fuin of 37.2 Dollars, which 
ought to be charged to Jacob Heltzheimur, Ex- 
prefs Matter, * 

To fundries, on Certificates produced by Thomas 
Johnfony Efq. for Provisions, &c. for General 
Lee's Guard, the fum of 10.7 Dollars, and for 
a Riffle delivered to Captain Crejfap's Company, 
to be charged to the faid Company, the fum of 
10.6 Dollars. 

To 

/ 
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To Jane Allen, for neceffaries to feveral Compa- 

nies of Continental Troops, the fum of 

Dollars, of which fum 40 Dollars, ought to 

be charged to the firft Pennfylvania Battalion, 

and deducted from the Commiffary’s Account. 

To Dr. Hall Jack fin, for his Services as Surgeon, 

the fum Gf 130 Dollars, and that the fame 

ought to be paid to Elbridge Gerry, Efq. 

To William Smith, for Medicines, Inftruments, &Cc 

for the Delew are Battalion, the fum of 257.4 

Dollars. 

To Timothy Shallor, for expences in bringing Pri- 

foners from Egg-Harbour, the fum of 

Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 

The Marine Committee having recommended 

Gentlemen for Captains of the Hornet and Wafp, 

Congrefs proceeded to an election, and the Ballots 

being taken and examined. 

William Hallock was elected Captain of the Hor~ 

net i and, 

Alexander Captain of the Wajp. 

The Committee appointed to conflder the Pro¬ 

priety of eftablifhing a War Office, brought in their 

report, which was read. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

4 4 

Friday, 
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 Friday, April 19. 1776. 

A Letter from Governor Trumbull, with a Pe- 

tition from Noah Philips, being laid before Congrefs 
and read. • 

Rcfolved, 

That they be referred to the Committee 
on Qiiallocations. 

Refolvedy 

That a Committee of feven be appoint¬ 
ed to examine and afeertain the Value of the feverai 

Species of Gold and Silver Coins, current in thefe 

Colonies, and the proportions they ought to bear 
to Spanijh Milled Dollars. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Wythe, 

Mr. J. Mams, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Hewes, Mr! 
Johnfon, and Mr. Whipple. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 
due, 

To Peter Brunner, for necelTaries furnifhed to 

Captain Nelfcnh Company by himfelf and Abra- 

ham Vanhorn, the furn of 25.2 Dollars, which 

^ ought to be charged to Captain Nelf on. 

do Diary Miller, lor Froviiions, &c. furnifhed to 

General Lee's Guard, the fum ofi6.5 Dollars. 

To Jacob Frantz, for Horfe-hire, and carrying Bri¬ 

gadier General Woedtkc's Baggage to New-T'ork, 

the fum of 47.5 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 

That Letters which are dire&ed to any 

Refolved, 

^orcneral in the Continental Service, commanding 

m 
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in a fe par ate Department, be carried free ofPoft-4^9; 

age, by the Conflitutional Poft* 

° The Committee appointed to prepare Inftru&i- 

ons to George Morgany Efq. brought in a draught 

which being read, was agreed to, as follows : 

To George Morgan, Efq. Agent under the Commij- 

f oners for Indian A fairs hi the Middle Depart¬ 

ment. 

Sir, 7 % 

You are required to provide that the great Bek 

prefented to the Indians laft Fall at Pitt/hurghy be 

forwarded with all convenient expedition to the 

Sachems and Warriors of the Welter n Nations, and 

endeavour to the utmoft of your Power to convince 

them of the good wi-ihes and good intentions of 

Congrefs for and towards them, and to cultivate 

Harmony and Friendlhip between them and the 

White People, and to give Congrefs the moft ear¬ 

ly Intelligence of any interruption thereof, or of 

any difturbance which fhall arife, and which you 

cannot quiet. 

Acquaint the Indians that Congrefs have form¬ 

ed the bed: Plan they could devife to import foreign 

Goods for their ufe, and have negieCted no pro¬ 

bable Means to procure them in time, and if they 

ihould not be fupplied fo foon as they may be 

wanted, the misfortune is to be aferibed to the com¬ 

mon Enemies of them and us, who by obftruCting 

our Trade, as well as in numberlefs other inftances 

are daily injuring and diftreiling both ; but that 

we have well grounded hopes of fpeedy relief, in 

expectation of which, and of greater advantages in 

Profpect, 

< 
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y?/;.i9.Profpe£t, the prefent inconveniences are born more 
~ patiently. 

' • '• . ' 'j ’ l . ' ■? •; , . 

All differences and difputes that {hall happen 

between the Indians and White People, you will 

have adjuffed and determined in the mode pre¬ 

ferred by a Reiolve of Congrefs, of which you 

have a Copy : And you are directed in a particular 

Manner to prevent as much as you are able, any 

impositions upon the former by thofe who deal with 

them. Treat all thofe People, with whom you 

may meet, kindly and hofpitably. Infpire them 

with fentiments of Jufiice and Humanity, and dif- 

pofe them to introduce the Arts of civil and focial 

Life, and to encourage the refidence of Husband¬ 

men and Handicraft Men among them. Advife 

Congrefs fiom time to time of all Occurrences that 

may in your opinion deferve their attention. 

The Committee to whom General Wafoingtonh 
Letter of the 15th Inftant, as well as other Letters 

were referred, brought in their report, which be¬ 

ing taken into consideration was agreed 105 where¬ 
upon, 

Refelved, 

That General Wajhington may order as 

many of the Cannon and Military Stores, as are 

not neceffary for the Continental Fleet, and which 

were lately brought into New London, by the Com¬ 

mander thereof, to any other place he may think 

pi opci; having regard only to the permiflion of 

Congrefs, relative to the defence of the Harbour 

of New London, a Copy of which ought to be fent 

to General WaJJjington, and alfo a Lift of the 

Cannon 
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Cannon and Stores, as tranfmitted to Congrefs./#"M9* 

Refolved, v 'r 

That the refignation of James Warren, 

as Pay-Mafter General of the Army be accepted 

and entered accordingly, and that he be informed 

there are fuperintendants of theTreafury appointed, 

to whom he is to render his Accounts and Vouchers. 

Refolved, 

That another Pay-Mafter General be 

appointed and that the General be informed there¬ 

of. 

As it appears from the Certificates of four Co¬ 

lonels of Regiments at Cambridge, that the reve¬ 

rend Dr. Samuel Langdon, did not only perform 

the Duty of a Chaplain to their feveral Regiments, 

for the fpace of fix Months, for which no other 

Chaplain had been appointed, but alfo the Army 

at large; Therefore, 

Refolved, 

That the faid Dr. Langdon, having re¬ 

ceived no compenfation for thofe fervices, be paid 

the fum of 300 Dollars. 

Refolved, 

That three Tons of Powder be imme¬ 

diately forwarded to Virginia, for the ufe of the 

Army in the Southern Department, 

Refolved, 

That General JVafhington be made ac¬ 

quainted with General Lee’s requeft of a Company 

of Artillery, and be defired to furnifli him with 

fuch a Company, if it may be done confident with 

the general good of the Service* 

Refolved, 
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That an immediate fupply of Arms, 

Shoes, Blankets, &c. furnifhed for the Troops in 

Virginia, and that proper Perfons be appointed to 

procure them, fubjedt to the orders of Congrefs al- 
ready entered into, 

Refolvedy 

That Mr. Ephraim Blaine be appointed 

to pm chafe a quantity of Blankets not exceeding 

5000, and alio that he be directed to purchafe 

5000 pair of Shoes to be fent to Virginia, to the 

Commanding Officer at Williamjhurgh. 

Refolvedy 

That Monday next be afligned for the 
election of a Pay-Mafter General. 

Refolvedy 

That Mr. Thomas Lowry Commiffiary, 

be direfled to purchafe and forward to General 

1Schuylery with all convenient difpatch, 2000 Bar¬ 

rels of Pork for the ufe of the Army in Canada, 

and that he be fupplied with a fum not exceeding 

20,000 Dollars for that Purpofe, he to be account¬ 
able. 

Refolvedy 

That the Committee appointed to con¬ 

fer with Mr. Price be directed to bring in a Refolu- 

tion to enable Meffirs. Price and Haywood, to draw 

for the Ballance of the Money ordered to be paid 

them by the Refolutions of the 3d and 16th of this 

Month. 

Refolved, 

That Meffirs. Du Monteffon, Hervieuxy 

La Marque, Du Maffaux, Shemit, Giaffon, and 

Gamelin, Canadian Priloners at Briftol be permit¬ 

ted to come to Philadelphia in order to purchafe 

Cloaths, 
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Cloaths, and other neceflaries, and to remain theredpr.i9 

ten Day§ and then return to BriftoL "v” 

The Committee, to whom were referred the Let¬ 

ter from General JVaJhington of the 4^) an(I t1ne 

Letter from General Schuyler, of the 2d of this 

Month, brought in their report. 

... * 
The Committee on Prifoners having collected 

from the Journals the feveral Refolutions refpedding 

Prifoners, and having made fome Amendments 

therein, lubmitted the Lime to Congrefs. 

» <* 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday. 

* *i 

Monday, April 22. 1776. 

Sundry Letters received fince the adjournment, 

were laid before Congrels and read, viz. 

One from the Committee of Safety of Maryland, 

dated the 18 th. 

One from Dr. Boyd of the 19th. 

One from the Committee of Infpeflion of Lan- 

cajler of the 11 th. 

One from the Canada Commillioners, dated Sa¬ 

ratoga, the 13 th. 

One from General Wajhington of the 19th. 

D d One 

Jpr.22. 

r 

I 



\ 

I # 

2io JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 

Apr\22. One from General Schuyler of the 12th, en- 

doling fundry Letters and Papers from Canada. 
And,, 

One from the Committee of Infpeflion of Weft 

Augufia, with fundry Papers enclofed. 

Refolved, 

That the four lad: with the Papers en¬ 

clofed, be referred to Mr. R. Lee, Mr. J. Adams > 

Mr. Jay, Mr. Braxton, and Mr. Johnfon. 

Refolved, 

That the consideration of the Letter 

from the Committee of Safety of Maryland, be post¬ 
poned till to-morrow. 

*■ 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Rc- 

folve refpe fling Mefirs. Price and Haywood^ 

brought in the fame ; whereupon, 

Refolved, 

That MeSTrs. Price and. Hay wood be. im- 

pjowered to draw Bills of Exchange on the Presi¬ 

dent of Congrefs for the Sum of 48,358.5 Dollars, 

payable the 5th of July next, in Specie, it being the 

Ballance of a Sum Specified in a refolve of the 3d 
of April inStant, after deducting 16,000 Dollars, 

for which they received an order on the Treafiurers 

the 12th, And they are farther impowered to 

draw Bills as aforefaid, for 1000 Dollars, ordered 

to be paid them by a refolve of the 6th inStant. 

ReJolved, 

That the Commiffioners gone to Canada. 

be defired and impowered to fettle the Accounts of 

MeSTrs. Price and Haywood to the 5 th of February 

1 aft, or to employ proper Perfons to examine the 
fame. 

\ 
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^ame and compare the Vouchers with the feveraL^’-22* 

Articles of faid Accounts, and return a Certificate 

to Congrefs of the Ballance juftly due to Mefirs. 

Price and Haywood from the United Colonics to 

that date, with the Vouchers for expenditures and 

fupplies by orders of General Montgomery and Ge¬ 

neral Woofer. 

Refolved, 

That the faid Commiffioners be requeft- 

to return to Congrefs a Lift of fuch Perfons as are 

accountable to the United Colonies for any part of 

the Articles or Expenditures comprifed in Mefirs. 

Pi dee and Haywood's Accounts, with the refpeftive 

fum fuch Perfon is chargeable with, and deliver 

Copies thereof to the Commanding Officers, that 

the proper deductions may be made from the Pay 

of the Officers and Men. 

Refolved, 

That an Order for 1.000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. Samuel 

Fairlamb, for the ufe of Colonel Wayne's Battalion, 

lie to be accountable. 

The Committee on qualifications having recom¬ 

mended Mr. Jacob Weaver, to an Enfigncy which 

is vacant in the third Pennfylvania Battalion. 

Refolved, 

That he be appointed, and that a Com- 

xniffion be accordingly granted to him. 

The feveral Matters referred to this d-ay being 

poftponed. 

* « 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to morrow. 

Tuesday, 

1 



2i2 JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 
S' 

fgg Tuesday, April 23. 1776. 

A Letter of the 12th from Major General Ward 

being received and read, repeating his defire for 

leave to refu n. 

Refolvedy 

That the resignation of Major General 

:> Ward, and of Brigadier General Fry be accepted, 

and that the President inform them thereof by 

Letter. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 
due, 

m 
To Robert Erwin, for Waggonage, the fum of 

873.8 Dollars. 

To John Dunn, the Ballance in full due to Colonel 

Beard's Battalion, for their Pay and Subiiftance, 

on the Expedition to Long If and, the fum of 

24,53.7 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the fame be paid. 

\ 

The Ma rine Committee having agreeable to the 

Orders of Congrefs recommended Gentlemen to be 

Agents for Prizes in the feyeral Colonies. 

Rejolved, 

That Captain John Bradford be appoint¬ 

ed for the Colony of MaffachufetFs-Bay, Daniel 

Tillinghajl for Rhode If and, Nathanial Shaw, jun. 

for ConneFticut, Jacobus Vanzantz for New Tor k, 

John Nixon, and John Maxwell Nef it for Penn- 

fylvania, William Lux for Maryland, John Tazewell 

for Virginia; Corn dills Hornet for Wilmington, 

Richard 
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Richard Ellis for Newborn, and Robert Smith for Apr.22* 

Edentown in North Carolina, with power to each tov-/°r^ 

appoint one or more Deputies, if neceffary. 
0 

The Committee to whom the Letters from Gene¬ 

ral IVaJloington, General Schuyler, and the Letters 

from Canada and Pittsburgh were referred, brought 

in their report, which was taken into consideration ; 

whereupon, 

Refolved, 

That the President Signify to Colonel 

Hazen the approbation of CongreSs for his Letter, 

and attention to the public Good. 

Refolved, 

That 300,000 Dollars be immediately 

fent to General Schuyler, for fupplying and paying 

the Army in Canada, 

Refolved, 

That the Commissioners of Congrefs in 

Canada, be dehred to publish an AddreSs to the 

People of Canada, Signifying, that CongreSs has 

been informed of injuries offered by our People to 

Some of them ; expreffng our refentment at Such 

MiSconcluff, affuring them of our attachment to 

their Security; inviting them to State their grievances 

to our Commissioners, and promising ample Piedrefs 

to them, and examplary Puniihment to the Offen-_ 

ders. 

Refolved, 

That Instructions be Sent to the Com¬ 

missioners to cauSe JuStice to be done to the Cana¬ 

dians, agreeable to the Tenor of the above PieSolve. 

Refolved, 

That the Commanding Officer in Cana¬ 

da, 
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Api.22^da, be directed to be very attentive to Military Dif- 

clPllne’ and inflict examplary Punifhment on all 

thofe who violate the Military Regulations eftablilh- 
ed by Congrefs. 

Refolved^ 

riia.t General Ikafjington be directed to 

fend fix Battalions into Canada from the Army at 
Ncvj York. 

Refolved, 

That a Letter be written by the Prefl- 
dent to Qeneral Wajhington, requelling his opinion 

whether any farther additional Troops are neceflary 

to be fent for the reduction of ^jiebec, and for the 

fecurity of Canada, and if he lhall think more 

Troops neceflary, whether they can with fafety be 
fpared from the Army now in New-York. 

Refolvcdy 

That if any of the Troops from New- 

Jerfey or Pennfylvania, which were raifed at five 

Dollais a IVTonth} be fent to Canada, they lhall be 

allowed at the rate of fix Dollars and two thirds of 

a Dollar a Month, from the time they beam their 
March. 

Refolvedy 

That the farther confideration of the 
report be poft-poned till to-morrow. 

The feveral matters to this day referred beinp- 
poftponed. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Wednesday, 
\ 
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Wednesday, April 24. 1776. 

A Memorial from the Committee of Infpettioa 

and Obfervation of the City and Liberties of Phi¬ 

ladelphia was prefented to Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, 
That it be referred to a Committee of 

three. 

The Members cliofen, Mr. Hevees, Mr. Duane, 

and Mr. Alexander. 

Mr, R. Morris reported that in purfuance of the 

order of Congrefs, he has purchafed and delivered 

to Mr. James Price Bills of Exchange to the 

amount of three thoufand pounds Sterling, for 

which he produced Mr. Price's receipt. 

Refolvedy 

That an order for 14,800 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. R. Mor¬ 

ris in full for the above Bills of Exchange. 

Refolved, 

That the Committee appointed to con¬ 

fer with Mr. Pricey be directed to draw up Inftructi- 

ons to him, for his government in difpofing 

and laying out the Money put into his hands. 

Refqlved, 

That Mr. Trumbull the Commiffary Ge¬ 

neral be directed to provide and forward to Gene¬ 

ral Schuylery two thoufand Barrels of Pork, with 

all poflible difpatch, for the ufe cf the Continental 

Army in Canaday and that the faid CommiiTary be 

fupplied with a fum not exceeding 20,000 Dollars 

for that purpofe, he to be accountable for the lame. 

Refolved, 

215 
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yip?'* 24* RefGlved\ 

K v * That Mr. JlfoJ> Mr. Sherman, and Mr. 

Lewis be requefted to pur chafe and forward with all 

convenient aifpatch, to General Schuyler, for the 

life of the Continental Army in Canada, 10,000 

Pair of Shoes, 10,000 Pair of Stockings; and 

that 15,000 Dollars be advanced to them for thofe 

purpofes, they to be accountable. 

RefGlved, 
That a Letter be written to General 

Schuyler to inform him of the ten additional Batta- 

talions lately ordered for Canada, and of the 4000 

Barrels of Pork, and the 10,000 Pair of Shoes, and 

10,000 Pair of Stockings, ordered by Congrefs to 

be fent to him; and to delire him to purfue the belt 

means for furnilhing fitch other necelFary Articles 

of cloathing and food as may be wanting for the 

Continental Army in Canada, having regard to 

fuch of thefe as Mr. Price the CommiiTary in that 

Province can fupply there: Alio that General 

Schuyler be delired to inform the Prefident what 

quantity of Gun-powder he has received for Canada 

fince the firft of January laft, and that he continue, 

as hitherto, to give the earliefk notice to Congrefs 

of the occallon for further fuppiies of this and other 

necelfaries that may be wanting, and not in his 

power to procure. 

Refolved, 
That the Secret Committee be directed 

to forward from Mr. Wifner s and Mr. Livingjlon s 

Powder Mills, five Tons of Powder to General 

Schuyler, to be by him forwarded to Canada. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is 

due, 
To 
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To John Gib fan, Agent appointed by the Commiffi-^/r*24- 

oners for Indian Affairs, for fundry fervices in' 

the Middle Department by order of the Com- 

miffioners, the fum of 377.9 Dollars. 

To John Davis for Waggon age, for the 6th Penn- 

fylvania Battalion, the fum of 60 Dollars. 

To Furman and En?ity for Provifions, &c. for the 

Prifoners at Trenton, the fum of 183.8 Dollars. 

To Duncan McDonald, the fum of 15.8 Dollars, 

of which fum 13.6 Dollars ought to be charged 

to Captain Hendrick’s Company, and 2.2 Dollars 

to Captain Cluggage’s Company, for Goods fur- 

nifhed to the faid Companies*, and that the fame 

ought to be paid to Ephraim Blaine, Efq. 

To Margaret Smith, for nurfing two Men in the 

Small-pox, belonging to Captain Benezei*s Com¬ 

pany, the fum of 24 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 

The Convention of South-Carolina having ap¬ 

pointed Delegates to reprefent that Colony in Con- 

grefs the Credentials of their appointment were 

prefentented to Congrefs and read, as follows : 

a Congress, Charlejiown, South-Carolind, 

Feb. 16. 177 6. 
Rejolvedy 

That Thomas Lynch, John Rutledge, Ed¬ 

ward Rutledge, Arthur Middleton, and Thomas Hey¬ 

ward, jun. Efqrs. be, and they are hereby appoint¬ 

ed and fully authorifed to reprefent this Colony in 

the Continental Congrefs, for one Year next enfu- 
ing. 

, E e March 
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Apr. 24. March 23. 1776. 
Rejoined, 

That the Delegates of this Colony in 

Continental Congrefs, or a Majority of fuch of 

them as lhall at any time be prefent in the faid Con¬ 

grefs, or any one of the faid Delegates, if no more 

than one fhall be prefent, be, and they and he are, 

and is hereby authorifed and impowered, for and in 

behalf of this Colony, to concert, agree to, and 

execute every Meafure, which they or he, together 

with a Majority of the Continental Congrefs, lhall 

judge neceflary for the defence, fecurity, intereft, 

and welfare of this Colony in particular, and of 
America in general. 

Rejoined, 

That another Delegate be forthwith 

chofen by Ballot by this Congrefs, to reprefent this 

Colony in the Continental Congrefs, in addition 

to, and with as full Powers in all refpe&s as the 

Delegates already chofen have, and are invefted 

with. The Congrefs then proceeded to Ballot for 

faid Delegate, and Thomas Lynch, jun. Efq. appear-* 

ihg to be, and being declared duly chofen*, 
Rejoined) 

That Thomas Lynch, jun. Efq. be, and 

he is* hereby appointed a llxth Delegate from this 

Colony to reprefent the fame in the Continental 

Congrefs. 

A true Copy. 

Peter Timothy, Sec 

The Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Com¬ 

mittee of the whole to take into confederation Ge¬ 

neral 
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jieral Wajbington9s Letter of the 27th of March,dpr-24* 

and after fome time fpent theieon, th^, Piehuent 

refumed the Chair, and Mr. Harr if on reported, 

that the Committee have had under confidei anon 

the Letter referred to them, but not having come 

to any determination thereon, defired him to 

move for leave to fit again. 
\ 

Refolved, 
That Congrefs will to-morrow refolve 

itfelf into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 

their farther consideration the Letter from Gene¬ 

ral Wajbington of the 27th of March, and the Peti¬ 

tion inclofed therein. 

The other Matters to this day referred, being 

poftponed. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

i 

Thursday, April 25. 1776. 

Two letters from General Wajbington of the 2 2d 4pr.i$. 

and 23d, were laid before Congrefs and read. 

Refolved, 
That they be referred to a Committee 

of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. R% H, Lee, Mr. 

fj. Adams, and Mr, Hevjcs. 
/ / 

Refolved, 
That an order for 2000 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treasurers, in favour of Ephraim 

Blaine , 
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■gggy Blame, Efq; for the Purpofe of purchafing Shoes 

and Blankets for the Continental Troops in Virgi- 

nia> he to be accountable. 

The Committee on Qualifications having recom¬ 
mended Thomas Holland to be a Second Lieutenant 

in the Delaware Battalion, in the Room of James 

M(Donmugh deceafed, and John Corje Enfign, in 
the Room of Thomas Holland. 

Refolvedy ' 

^at they be accepted, and that Com- 
miffions oe granted to them accordingly. 

The Committee to whom the Petition of Noah 

Philips was referred, brought in their Report, 
which was agreed to, whereupon 

Refolvedy 

That the Committee of Infpe6tion of the 
city of Albany be requeued to adjuft Mr. Noah 

Philips s account of fervices performed at Ticonde- 

yoga ; and that Mr. Noah Philips be allowed and 

paid for his further fervices, including thofe of 

Conti actor from the Time of his joining General 

Montgomeryy at the Rate of One Dollar for each 

day, until he quitted the Service, and an equiva¬ 

lent to a Captain’s rations during the faid Time, 

provided he has not already them ; the latter Ac¬ 

count to be fettled by General Schuyler, who is re-j 

quefted to pay to the faid Noah Philips, what may 

appear to be due to lum for the Whole of his Ser¬ 
vices aforelaid. 

The Committee to whom the 

Sterling of the ioth of March 
Letter from Lord 

lafl, with the Pa¬ 

pers 
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pers therein inclofed, was referred, brought in Apr.2C* 

their Report, which was read. v v / 

Ordered, 

To lie on the table. 

» 

On application from the Committee of Lower 

Pennfneck in the County of Salem in New -Jerfcy 

Refolvedy 

That the Secret Committee be directed 

to fell to the faid Committee 75 lb of Gunpowder. 

Refolvedy 

That a Copy of the intercepted Letter from John 

Butler at Niagara, dated the 29th of February be 

Lent to General Schuyler. 

1 

Refolvedy 

That a Copy of the Report of the Com¬ 

mittee appointed to inquire into the Truth and 

Foundation of the Story “ that the Indians have 

been invited by Governor Penn to come to Phila¬ 

delphia” be fent to General Schuyler ; and that 

General Schuyler be directed to caufe the Perfon to 

be arrefted, who pretented tp have carried fuch 
invitation to the Indians. 

The Committee of claims reported, that there 

is due for the Expences of General Lee's Guard, 

the Sum of 10.8 DollarSj and that the lame ou°ht 

to be paid to Timothy Matlock. 

On a Draught drawn by Ephraim Blaine, Efq; 

on the Commiffioners for Indian Affairs in the 

Middle 

f 
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dpr.z^.Middle Department, in favour of Samuel Semple, 

the Sum of 77 Dollars, for expences of the faid 

Commiffioners, and that the faid Sum ought to be 

paid to Robert Miller, Efq; of tfie County of Cum¬ 
berland. 

For the Subfiftancc of A. Hill Brice, Captain 

of the 7th Regiment of Foot of royal Fufileers, 

the Sum of 39*5 Dollars, and that the fame ought 

to be paid to Thomas M^Kean^ Efq 5 and charged to 
•the faid Captain. 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts to be paid. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, Congrefs 

refolved itfelf into a Committee of the Whole, to 

take into their farther confderation the Letter 

from General Wafhington of the 27th March laft, 

and the Papers therein inclofed, and after fome 

time the Prefdent refumed the Chair, and Mr. 

Harrifon reported that the Committee had come to 

a R.efolution, on the Matters referred to them, 

which he read and delivered in. 

The Report being again read, 

Refolved, 

That the Gonfideration thereof be poft- 

poned. 
* , s . 

Information being given to Congrefs that Allan 

Cameron, who is confined in Goal, is in fuch a 

State of Health as to require the Attendance of a 

Phyfician, and that he is delirous of the Afliftance 

of Doflor Cadwalladcr. 

Refolved\ 
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Refolved, \ 

That Doftor Cadwallader have leave tov—v—J 

attend him. 

The feveral Matters to this day referred, being 

poftponed. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 

Friday, April 26. 1776* 

Refolved, Jpr, 20i 

That the Secret Committee be direfted'—v—4 

to fettle and pay to the Colony of Connecticut the 

Powder lent by the faid Colony to General IVaJJj- 

ington, for the Ufe of the Continent, and to aft 

as they fhall judge bed: for the Public Service, and 

the Benefit of Connecticut, in exchanging the Pow¬ 

der, which the faid Colony has in Philadelphia, 

for Powder in the Eaftern ports belonging to the 
Continent. 

Refolved, 

That 50,000 Dollars be fent to the 

Committee of Safety of Virginia, and that the Pre¬ 

sident write to the faid Committee, and requeft 

them to ufe their utmoft Endeavours to have it 

exchanged for Specie, and remit the fame to the 

Continental Treafurers ; and in cafe they can pro¬ 

cure more Specie, that they fend it, and draw for 

the Amount on the Paymafter in Virginia, who is 
ordered to pay fuch draughts. 

Refolved, 

That the Sum of 250,000 Dollars be 

lent to the Paymafter in Virginia, for the Ufe of 

the Continental Troops, he to be accountable. 

A Letter 

22 3 

Apr, 2 
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Apr.26. A Letter from Doftor Cadwallader was laid be- 

f°re Congrefs and read, giving an Account of A* 

Cameron’s State of Health, whereupon 
Refolved, 

That the faid A. Cameron be allowed 

the Benefit of Air in his room, and of walking an 

Hour every morning in the Yard, in company or 

prefence of the Jailor, and that his uncle Dottor 

RV Clean from New-Yorky who is now in town, be 

allowed to converfe with him in the Prefence of 
the Jailor. 

Edmund Randolph, who was appointed Deputy 

Mufter-Mafter General of the Southern Depart¬ 

ment, having been chofen by the Citizens of Willi* 

amjhurg to reprefent them in Convention, and an 

Ordinance having been palled, excluding all per- 

fons holding any military Poft of profit from a 

Seat therein, begged leave to refign his office. 

Refolved, 

That the Refignation of Mr. Randolph 

be accepted. 

Rejolvedy 

That a Committee of five be appointed 

to take into conlideration the State of the Eaftern 

Department, and report thereon. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. John- 

fitly Mr. IVythey Mr. Harrifony and Mr. Duane. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is 
due. 

To Doctor Robert Johnfiny for attendance on the 

6th Battalion, and for Medicines, the Sum of 

53.1 Dollars. Ordered^ 

t 
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Ordered, 
•1 

That the fald Account be paid. 

Jpr. 26. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from Ge¬ 

neral Wajhington of the 22 and 23d Inftant were 

referred, brought in their Report, which was ta¬ 

ken into confideration, whereupon 

Refolved, * 

That the Pay of the Ards de Camp of 

the Commander in Chief be raifed to Forty Dollars 

a Month. 

Refolved, 

That none of the Troops already raifed, 

be, for the prefent, difbanded for want of Arms ; 

and that the General apply to the Convention and 

Committee of Safety of New-York for fuch Arms, 

as may have been collected tinder the Refolve of 

Congrefs for difarming Non-Affociators and difaf- 

fefted Perfons, or any other Arms they can fupply, 

and that they be delivered to the New-York Troops 

• 

Refolved, 

That Mr. Baldwin the Affifkmt Engh 

neer ordered to Canada, be allowed, in confidera* 

tion of his merit, the Pay and Rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel on the Continental Eftablifhment. 

Refolved\ 

That the refpe&ive Governments, from 

whence Militia have come for the Defence of the 

City of New-York, be dehred fpeedily to tranfmit 

to Congrefs authenticated Mufter-rolls and Ac* 

counts of Monies due to fuch refpe&ive Militias, 

Ff in 

x 

(- 
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Apr.26 in order to their being immediately fettled and dif- 
^^^^charged. 

Refolved, 

That Congrefs approve the Affiftancc 

given by the General to Commodore Hopkins. 
\ y 

Refolved, 

That the farther confideration of the 
Report be poftponed tili to-morrow. 

Congrefs then took into conhderation the Re¬ 
port of the Committee, on the Petition of Colonel 
ja?nes Eoften, whereupon 

Refolved, 

That, the claims of the Perfons concer¬ 

ned in the Surprize and Redu&ion of the Fortrefe 

of Ticonderoga, having already been fubmitted by 

Congrefs to the Committee of Albany, the Peti¬ 

tioner be referred to the faid Committee of Albany 

for a Settlement of his demand on that account. 

• » ' . 

As from the Teftimonials produced by the Peti¬ 

tioner it appears—that he and his Battalion behav-* 

ed with great diligence, activity and fpirit in the 

fucccislnl Enterprize againft General P ref cot ^ and 

the VeiTels and Iroops under his command in the 

River Scroll, in which important fervice they were 

joined by Colonel Bedel and a Part of his regiment 

—that to encourage the Party employed in that 

important Service, the late General Montgomery 

promifed them all the Public Stores, which Ihould 

bd taken in the Veflels under General Prefcofs 

command, excepting Ammunition and Provifions ; 

and 
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smd as the Petitioner alledges that no part of thofeApr.ib. 

Stores was delivered, nor any composition made tos'/~>r>v^ 

the Troops concerned in the Acquisition, there¬ 

fore 

Refolved, 

That it be recommended to the General 

commanding in Canada, to appoint Commiffioners 

to eftimate ail the Public Stores taken with General 
t 1 

Prefect, (excepting ammunition and provisions) 

and pay the Value thereof among the Officers and 

Men employed in that Service, in Such proportions 

as the Commiffioners Shall determine. 

> 1 

As the Petitioner’s account of Monies received, 

and diSburfements made by him for the Ufe of his 

Regiment, on which he claims a Eallance, can,., 

for want of proper Vouchers and information here, 

only be adjufted in Canada, where the Buhnefs was., 

tranfadted. 

Refolved, 

That the fame be referred for Settle¬ 

ment in Such mode as the Commiffioners from. 

Congrefs in that Province Shall direct. But as the 

Petitioner is in want of money, 

Refolved, 

That Two hundred Dollars be advanced' 

.to him in part of his demand againft the United 
Colonies. 

1 
I 

With regard to the Petitioners requeft that1 a 

Court of Inquiry may be called refpedting the 

Charge againft him, and Major Brown for plun¬ 

dering the Effects of the Prifoners* As Brigadier- 

General 

t 

» 

1 

1 



ift, * 

» * 

qpnw 

228 JOURNALS of CONGRESS. 

Apr,26 General Arnold in his letter of the ift of February 

v v laft alledges, that the Petitioner and Major Brown 

had been publickly accufed of plundering the Offi¬ 

cers baggage taken at Sorell> contrary to the Arti¬ 

cles of Capitulation, and to the great Scandal of 

the American arms •, for which reafon he declared 

it to be his opinion, that it would give great dif- 

guft to the Army in general if either of them 

fhould be promoted, until thefe matters were 

cleared up; and as the Petitioner affects his inno¬ 

cence, declaring that he neither plundered, nor 

directed, nor was privy to the Plundering of any^ 

Prifoner or other Perfon whatever. Confidering 

therefore on one hand, the aggravated Nature of 
* v 

this charge, which is an impediment to the Peti¬ 

tioner’s promotion, and on the other, the great 

Confidence repofed in him by General Montgomery 

and the effential Service, which the Petitioner has 

rendered to his country. 

Refolved, 

That the Commiffioners from Congrefs 

in Canada be inftructed, to caufe inquiry to be 

made by a Court-Martial or otherwife, into the 

Charge againfl the Petitioner, giving him an op¬ 

portunity of making his defence; and that the 

Proceedings thereon be tranfmitted to Congrefs, in 

order that juftice maybe done to the Petitioner, if 

he has been accufed without fufficient reafon. 

The feveral Matters to this day referred, being 

poftponed. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow. 
Saturday, 
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% » 

Saturday, April 27, 1776. 

Refolvedy 
That an order for 350 Dollars be 

drawn on the Treafurers in favour of Mr. Edyy 

of which 250 for himfelf, and 100 for Ifaiah 

Beaudreau, for fervices done. 
>.'*•» i ’ , , '* * 

I 

Sundry Letters and Papers from North-Carolina, 

were laid before Congrefs and read, viz. 

229 

Apr. 27. 

An Affidavit refpedting the Capture of W. 

Ginnh Brig. 

A Letter from Samuel Johnfon, Prefident of the 

Convention dated the 10th Inftant, inclofing fun- 

dry refolves of the faid Convention, and an ex¬ 

tract of a Letter from Brigadier-General Moore. 

Refolved, 

That the Affidavit be delivered to the 

Secret Committee, 

That the other Papers be referred to a Commit¬ 

tee of three. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Sher- 

jnany and Mr. Alexander. 

Congrefs proceeded to the Election of a Pay- 

mafter General, in the Room of Mr. Warren, 

whofe resignation was accepted, and the Ballots 

being taken and examined, 

i 9 
f 

* 

: -js-— 
■SI 

William Palfrey, Efq; was elected. 

Congrefs 
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ffP Congrefs a’uro proceeded to the Election of a De¬ 

puty Commiffary General, for fupplying the 

Troops in Virginia with rations, and the Ballots 
being taken and examined, 

William Aylctt, Efq; was defied. 
Refolved, 

That Mr. Rodney and Mr. Read be 

added to the Committee appointed to fupply the 

11 oops in Philadelphia, and the Battalion in th<*, 
Lower Counties on Delaware. 

A Memorial from the Committee of Safety o£ 

Pennfylvania was prefented to Congrefs and read. 
4 • * 

The feveral Matters to this day referred, being 
poftponed. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Monday. 

\ f 1 t * 

Monday April 29, 1776. 

Jpr.2-j. Sundry Letters and Papers being received, were 

v^v^w,laid before Congrefs and read, viz. 

A Letter cf the 25th from General Wajhington, 

incloiing a Return of the Army at New-York, 

A Letter from Major IVrixon, declining to ac¬ 

cept the commiffion of Chief Engineer. 

A Letter from the Council of Safety of Mary* 

land, with the Examination of rllexander Refs,, 

2nd i undry Papers found in his pofTeilion. 

Refolved 

V 

V 
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Refolvcd, Apr.2<y. 

That the Letter from General WaJhing-'^r^J 

ton, and the Letter from the Council of Safety of 

Maryland, with Mr. Rofs’s Papers be referred to a 
Committee of live. 

The Members chofen, Mr. Harrifvn, Mr. 

Rutledge, Mr. Goldborough, Mr. Paine, and Mr. 
Rodney. 

Alfo a Letter of the 19th from General Lee, 

and one from Thomas Bullet ; and a Petition from 

Doctor J. Potts were read and referred to the faid 
Committee, 

Refolved, 

That Letters be written by the Prefident 

to General Schuyler and the Committee of Safety 

of Ne-wTork, defiring them to inform this Con- 

grefs whether the Continental Commiffions fent to 

them for the Officers and Troops railed by Con- 

ne Sit cut the laft campaign were delivered, or offer¬ 

ed to them, or to any, and which of them, and 

whether any, and which of them refufed, or ac¬ 

cepted the fame ; and particularly whether com¬ 

miffions were offered to Colonel IVaterbury and 

Colonel Eafton, and whether they refufed accept- 
ing them, V? 

Refolvedy 

That Captain Peter Adams from Marx- 
land, under whofe cuftody Alexander Rofs was 

brought to Philadelphia be difmiflcd, and that the 

faid Alexander Rofs be committed to the Care of 

the 
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^/’r*29*the Officer commanding the Continental Troops ui 

~v~ Pennfylvania. 

Refolved, 

♦ That a handing Committee be appoint¬ 

ed for Indian affairs ; that it confift of five : That 

the Election of the Members be poftponed till to¬ 
morrow* 

Refolved, 

That the Congrefs relying on the Inte¬ 

grity and Honour of Captain si. M‘Gee, order 

that he be permitted to go at large on giving his 

Parole to the Committee of Weft-Augiifta, not to 

engage or be concerned in any meafure injurious to 

thefe Colonies, by ftimulating the Indian nations 

to make war againft them or otherwifc* 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 
is due, 

To Benjamin Marjhall for Tin Cartouch Boxes, the 

Sum of 465 Dollars. * 

To Ephraim Blaine, Efqj for fubfiftance, waggon- 

age, and ferriages of the 6th Pennfylvania Bat- 

tallion, the Sum of 27,36 Dollars. 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid- 
* 

Congrefs refumed the Confideration of the Ex¬ 

port of the Committee on General IIajhington s 

letter of the 19th, &c. whereupon 

Refolved, 

That the Papers from Fort Pitt be re¬ 

ferred to the Committee appointed, to confider 

the 

V 
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the State, of Indian affairs in the Middle Depart-^7’r-2(;- 
ment. '—v—' 

Refolvedy 

That no traders ought to go into the 

Indian country without licenfe from the Agent in 

th$ Department; and that care be taken by him to 

prevent exorbitant prices for goods being exacted 

from the Indians. 

Refolvedy 

That a Ton of Powder be fent to Mr. 

G. Morgan, to be diftributed to fuch hidians as he 

fhall be convinced are in our intereft. 

r> ♦ - r r : 
1 » - / . . . . 

Refolvedy 

That meafures be immediately taken to 

procure goods to fupply the Indians at the Treaties 

ordered to be held with them. 

Refolvedy 

That the Councils of Maffachufetts- 

Bay and New-Hampfhire, and the Governors of 

Connecticut and Rhode-Ifandy be earneftly requeu¬ 

ed to take the mod: fpeedy and effectual Meafures 

to colleCt as much hard money in their refpeCtive 

Colonies as poffible, and to fend the fame as col¬ 
lected to General Schuylery and draw upon the 

Prefident of Congrefs for the Amount. 

Refolvedy 

That the further Confederation of the 
Report, and the feveral Matters to this day refer¬ 

red, be poftponed till to-morrow, to which time 
Congrefs adjourned. 

; ■ / Gg Tuesday, 
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/ 

wvn°* Tuesday, April 30, 1776. 

Agreeable to order, Congrefs proceed to the E-* 

Ic&ion of a handing Committee for Indian affairs* 

when 

Mr. Wythe, Mr. Wilfony Mr. Woolcoty Mr. 

X. Morris, 'and Mr. Rutledge were elected. 

'in. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there 

is due 

To Matthew Swan for carrying two brafs field 

pieces from Philadelphia to Williamjburgy the 

Sum of 93.6 Dollars, over and befidc the Sum 

of 80 Dollars, paid him by Robert Erwin, and 

13.3 Dollars, paid by the Committee of Willi* 

amjhurg. 

$or houfe-rent, carriage, and other contingent 

expences of the fourth Pennfylvania battalion, 

the Sum of 358.6 Dollars, and that the fame- 

onght to be paid to John Harper, Quarter- 

mailer of the faid Battalion. 

For proviiions for Captain Rofs’s company fupplied 

by Charles Jackforiy the Sum of 9,1 Dollars, 
and that the fame ought to be paid to Timothy 

Mat lack* 

Ordered, 

That the faid Accounts be paid. 

* The Committee to whom was referred the Me¬ 

morial from the Committee of Infpe&ion and Ob- 

fervation of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, 
praying 

i 
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praying the Advice of Congrefs, whether they^/^o* 

ought to continue the Exercife of the Power of 

gulating the Price of Goods in other inftances than 

that of Green Tea, brought in their report, which 

being taken into confederation, was agreed to, 

whereupon 

, Refolved, 

That the ninth Article of the Afib.cia- 

tion, which enjoined the Inhabitants of the United 

Colonies to fell goods and merchandize at the Rates 

they hadrefpe&ivelybeenaccuftomedto do for twelve 
months then laft paff, was in its nature a temporal 

ry Regulation refpe&ing the goods then on hand ; 

but as thofe goods are nearly confumed, and a far¬ 

ther fupply muff be obtained at an extraordinary 

rifque and expence, and it is reafonable that adr 

venturers fhould be encouraged by a Profpect of 

gain adequate to the Danger, which may be incur¬ 

red in the Importation, and a free Trade being 

now. opened from the United Colonies to all parts 

of the World, except the Dominions belonging to 

the King of Great-Britain ; 
Refolved, 

* _ That the power of Committees of In- 

fpechon and Obfervation to regulate the prices of 

Goods, in other inftances than the article of Green 
Tea, ought to ceafe. 

\ 

Congrefs took into confideration the report of 

the Committee on General Wajbington'* Letter of 
the 24th of March; whereupon, 

Refolved, 

That the Vefiels winch were left in the 

Docks and Harbour at Boforty by the Enemy, and 

which 
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Apr.2q/which different Perfons claim as their Property, 

ought to be reftored to their former owners, being 

Inhabitants of thefe Colonies, on their making 

proof of their Title, unlefs the faid Parties fo 

claiming, fhall have been voluntarily a&ive againft 

the rights of the United Colonies, by affording aid 

and alii fiance to the Britifb. Fleet and Army ; and 

that it be recommended to the Government of 

Mafj'achufetts-Bay to appoint Commiffioners to hear 

fuch Claims, and determine on the fufficien.cy of 

the proof thereof. 

Provided, That any Perfon apprehending him- 

felf or herfelf to be aggrieved by the adjudication 

of the Commiffioners, may appeal from their fen- 

tence to Congrefs, fuch appeal being demanded 

and lodged with the Secretary of Congrefs, with¬ 

in the times limited, and the appellant giving fecu- 

rity, in the manner prefcribed in the cafe of an ap¬ 

peal from the fentence of a Court appointed for 
1 * 

hearing Maritime caufes. 

Refolved, 
< _____ t 

That the farther eonfideration of the 
• r •* * • *? * 

jreport be poflponed. 
Refolved, 

That an order for 2000 Dollars be 
drawn on the Treafurers in favour of George Evans, 

who has contracted to, fupply the Delaware Batta- 

lions with rations, he to be accountable. 
• • \ 'vpuv:\;v v . " ’ : o 1 -1' 

The Delegates for New Jerfey having laid before 

Congrefs a number of Bills counterfeited to imitate 
* » P ■ , r , t ’f f ‘ , . f: T- \ 

the Continental Bills of Credit. 
Refolved, 

-JjfiSifcr*.*■**-■!+** 
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Refolvedy Apr.2 9. 

That a Committee of fix be appointed'^^^ 

to confider of this Matter, and report thereon to 
Congrefs. 

The Members chofen, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr* 

McKean, Mr. Sherman> Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Brax¬ 
ton, and Mr. Duane. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock on Tburfday. 
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